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Charlie leidig's Report of President Roosevelt's Visit e
in May, 1905 '

Charlie Leidig stated that John Muir and Abner Menn, who had
a travel office at the Palace Hotel in Sen Francisco for the
Yosemite Stage and Turnpike Co., arranged thet Archie Leonard
and himself were to be guides and escorts for Theodore Roosevelt.
Muir cams from Sgn Francigco on the train with the Presidential -
party of eight,'/includin'g Governor George C. Pardes of California,
President Benjamin Ide Wheeler from the Univereity of California,

- the President's personal secretary Mr, Loeb et al, was placed in

an eleven-passenger coach of which Bright Gulisps was the driver. .
Vader Lieutsnant linys thirly cavairy men escoried this stefe from
Raymond direotly to the Grizzly Giant in the Mariposa Grove. :
Here, the party was photographed especially by Underwood and
Underwood, Leidig and Leonard were not in the picture,

 After some preliminaries, President Roosevelt dismissed the -
troops, thanking them for their services and calling out after

- them as they departed, "God bless you.™ The stage departed with

all members of the President's party except ¥r. Roosevelt, John
Huir, Charlie Leidig, Archie Leonard, and an Army pecker named
Jacker Alder, . Ce R - o

The President said to Charlie Leidig, "Leidig, pleass do not |
let anybody disturb me, because I am tired and want rest and sleep.” oy
Charlie did the cooking. He said they had fried chicken and beef- S

- steek for supper that night. The President drank strong, black

coffee and went to bed sarly that first night under the Ori z2ly

‘Giant. The only shelter provided for the President was "ghelter

half® under which sbout forty blankets were piled to serve ss &
bed. The President got just as deep into these as he wanted for

wermth and ocomfort. Four mules were used to haul this squipment,

- b .
On Mey 3, 1903, Leidig states they broke cemp at Mariposa
Grove and were on horses at 6130 A.M. The Prepident directed
Leidig to "outekirt and keep eway from civilization.” Lleidig .
led the party down the Lightning Trail. They crossed the Bouth

,Foré at Greeley's and hit the Empire Meadows Treil. They especially
-avoided approaching the Wawona Hotel for fear the President would

- be brought in oontact with members of his own official party which ‘

- had remained for the night at Wawona, They had & cold lunch on the

ridgs east of Empire Moadows. There was lots of snow as they
orossed towerds Sentinel Dome; they took turns bresking trail
through deep snow. In the Bridalveil Meadows the party plowed
through 5 ft. of snow, The President mired down and Charley had

“to get & log to get him out. It was snowing hard and the wind

wes blowing.

_Muir proposed that they camp on the ridge Just back of
Sentinel Dame., laidig's suggestion, however, that they travel



falsu said that some difficulty was- encounterad hepause hoth men
;wanted to do the talking. . ‘

rook).

down to the approximate location of the present oampgrounds at
Glacier Point where water and better camping conditions in May

~oould be found, prevailed. It snowed 5 in, during that night

and everything was Irozen in the morning.
Around oampfiro that night Leidig stated that Roosevelt and .

'Aiﬁui} talked far into the night regarding Muir's glecial theory

of the formation of Yosemite Valley. Leidig stated they talked

1& great deal sbout the conservation of forests in general and
Yosemite in particular. He heard them di goussing the setting

aside of other areas in the United States for park purposes,

4Leidig stated that during the trip Muir seemed to bother the

President by picking twigs for the President's buttonhole. He

On ‘the morning of May L, the party went down to Glacier 1;

{Point for pictures that had been prearranged, (The Museum has -

& good, Jploture of»Roogyvelt andjﬁuir sﬁanding on theaozorhanging
A8 they left Glacier Pof nt*4he President rode in front

followed by Leidig, Leonard, Muir and the packer. They were il

. /dressed ih civilian attire., The ‘rangers wore blue overalls,
shaps and spurs. They went into Little Yosemite Valley for lunch.
.Here they encountered & considerable orowd of valley visitors, .

since it had been widely advertised in the papers that the
President was visiting the perk.

. There was considerable disagreement in the matter of plans

- for the Pregidentiel visit. The President wanted a ‘roughing

trip end through Pardee, Whesler and Muir such & trip had been

".worked out, On the other hand, Mr. John Stevens, Guardian of
- the Valley under State administration, and certeain of the

commisaioners, espocially Jack Wilson from San Francisco, had

made plens for & large celebration., The Chris Jorgemsen studio
home had been set mside for the Presidentts official use. A .
cook hed been enpgaged from one of the best hotels in 8an Francisce
to serve & banquet. The commimsloner had erranged s conaidershle

_display of fireworks, which John Degnan claims amounted to some

$1800 worth. Degnan said he was to have had some part in touching
this off for the President's benefit,

80 there was considerable party awaiting the President at

_the top of Nevads Falls and Little Yosemite., The President = . = =
~_requested that all psople be kept at m distance in order that

he could oarry out his desirs for a ”roughing trip 3 80 everybody

.wes képt at & respectful distance, - . | 1




<he reared, women fell apart und the President's party went -

‘were there to meet him. The President dismounted, end Charlie . =
Lleidig stood by his horse. The Precsident was quite tired, The -

for ot acoepting.

. . When the party reached Camp Curry at 2 P.M., they found a
big orowd of women in front of the cemp., They had formed a big
line moross the road in an attempt to stop the President. They
all wanted to shake hends with him. Charlie Leidig states
he was riding escond in line with e Winchester rifle and six-

.shooter, . His horse was & high spirited animal, The President
-said, I em-very nuch anncyed, couldn't you do. something?®

Leidig replied, "follow me.” He gave spurs to his horse end es

through the gap. The President waved his hat to the group in the
road, , ' ' S i

At the Sentinel Brid&°s' the "gluard:imi‘-:of the valiey and some

©of the commissioners mlong with members of the Prssidential party

official party escorted him to Chris Jorgensen's studio where
looked at Jorgensen's paintings, and was served a gladé pf
chempagne by Chris Jorgensen. <The President thanked thew:

Jorgensens for their courtesy in offering their hame and qpqiogi z.éélu

_they all rerained ebout 15 minutes, The Président went in and | co

" .. Acoompanied by five or six membors of his party, the "/Preaiclllonf T

walked back across the Sentinel Bridge to his horse, Xuir hed

eccompanied the President to the Jorgenssn studioc. The original
party of five mounted their horses and sterted down the valley

to pick & camp site near Bridalveil Falls where Muir had suggested .
they spend the last night in camp. Ae they left the bridge, the
President saw Ellen Boysen standing by hsr mother on the ground
holding & flsg. He rasmched down, picked her up under the pits of -
her armes and kissing her said, "God bless you, you little angel,"
and put her down, He waved his party off and sterted down the

-velley. He ssked Cherlie Leidig where Bridalveil Meadow was,

saying that Muir had suggested it, and whethsr it was & fitting

- place. They went down the gouth side of ths river followed by

& big string of people on horseback, in buggies, surries, and others

- on foot, leidig steted therv must have been 300 or 500, or

possibly 1000 of them in the crowd, filling the Bridalveil Meadows. S
As they reached their camping places on s grassy slope just south , i
of the present road through the Bridalveil Meedows, the President Co

-said to Leidig, "those people ennoy me, Cen you get rid of themi = -~
- Charlie said he walked out snd told the crowd that the President

wes very tired and asked them to leave. They went--gome of them
even on tiptoe, so &8 not to anncy their President,

When Charlie returned to the oamp site the President said,
"Charlie I am hungry as Hell. Cook eny dam thing you wish. How
long will it tekef™ ' '




. " Charlie told him it would take about 30 minutes, so the
President lay on his bed of blankets and went to sleep and
‘snored so loud that Leidig could hear him even sbove the crackllng

. of the campfire,

.. After dinner, Muir and the President went out in the meadow
- - .until way after derk. When they returned they sat around the
b o;mpfire where the Presxdent told them of his lion hunting trips,

People came egain in the morning. Orowds could be seen all
through the brush. Leidig kept them away. The stage came down
containing the President's official party.. After breakfast, the
‘President and Muir got into the stage and as thay lafi the
President called Leidig and Leonard to him and said, “Boya, I am
,loaving you. Good~bye, snd God Bless you.

Many times during his trip in Yosemite National Park Leidig -
rolated that President Roosevelt demonstrated hie great love for . .
.birde by whistling and that they would answer him, He also knew

most .of them.
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