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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text190: Given DePaul's commitment towards green initiatives, the university has considered cogeneration at the Lincoln Park Campus. However, the steam system is completely decentralized (i.e. there is no central steam plant nor is there any inter-building steam piping) and the buildings are also too large. Based on analysis, DePaul has concluded that cogeneration is not a viable option at this time. The university continues to research and assess viable energy alternatives for the future. 
	Text191: 100
	Text192: McGowan South Environmental Science Building has attained the Gold rating and was at the time of construction the only LEED certified science building of Higher Education in Illinois. Design features that contribute to energy savings include: thermal mass walls, natural gas boilers and water heaters, lighting, a green roof, reflective surfaces, and a storm water plan to eliminate runoff. Additionally, the construction materials used were regional, recycled content, and contained low emissions of VOCs. 
	Text193: 0
	Text194: The university's urban campuses have limited landscaping space. Our new Gold LEED certified McGowan South Science Building uses captured rainwater to supply the green roof and greenhouse. In addition, DePaul has curtailed watering schedules on landscaped spaces. 
	Text195: 99
	Text196: Since 2003, DePaul has embarked on a rigorous energy efficient fluorescent lighting program, including an overhaul of T-12 magnetic ballasts to T-8 electronic ballasts. Further, CFLs have been used extensively in dormitories and faculty offices, while LEDs have been used in solar campus lighting and will be utilized in an upcoming retrofit project of a parking deck. 
	Text197: 75
	Text198: DePaul's energy star ratings primarily apply to student residential kitchen and laundry appliances. 
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	Text202: DePaul University has an active building recommissioning program. It evaluates no-cost, low-cost (less than one-year pay back) measures in renovating existing buildings. The program started last year. 
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	Text206: The Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is in the process of developing a Campus Sustainability Master Plan that will address these issues. 
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	Text209: 
	Text210: The Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is in the process of developing a Campus Sustainability Master Plan that will address these issues. 
	Text211: 11
	Text212: DePaul's food logistics operate on an automatic shipping system; generally, locally raised products, due to seasonal growth, usually come in during the latter part of May through October. About 98% of DePaul's dairy is supplied from within 100 miles, as is produce, when available. 
	Text213: 20
	Text214: Not all products are readily available in the distribution system, so the percentage of budget used measurement does not adequately characterize the university's efforts at serving organic foods. DePaul makes an effort every year to increase the percentage of USDA-certified organic food served at campus cafeterias. 
	Text215: Yes, DePaul's campus food services has a corporate-wide initiative to purchase seafood based off of the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program. DePaul further utilizes as much seafood as possible that is line caught and sustainable. 
	Text216: DePaul spends $0.69 million per year on meat purchases. Total cafeteria meals cost $1.25 million per year. Sustainable meat is utilized whenever possible, including free range chicken, cage free eggs, and grass fed beef. All of the pork is certified hormone and RGBH free, which is based on a Compass Group initiative. 
	Text217: Yes. For breakfast, egg white omelets with vegetables and cheese are offered; for lunch and dinner every platform has something available for both vegetarians and vegans. Our Asian station concept offers many vegetarian entrees and is designed in a way that students are able to choose their vegetables, sauce, starch, and protein (red beans, chick peas or tofu). The sandwich station also offers a variety of vegetarian sandwiches, paninis, and soups. In addition, the university is working on increasing the vegan options in our dining services. 
	Text218: Yes, but students, staff and faculty are encouraged to use refillable water bottles. We have 26 water bottle refill stations throughout our campuses. Installation started in the Fall of 2010. Since that time there have been more than 100,000 refills recorded at the stations. In addition, sales of bottled water have dropped approximately 25% since the installation of the refill stations. 
	Text219: DePaul's Environmental Science building has a greenhouse, which, among other activities, cultivates indigenous plants. In addition, the University collaborates with Chicago State University and Eden Place Nature Center to help create security and access to health food systems in Chicago's impoverished Fuller Park. DePaul students practice the basics of urban agriculture while working at the Eden Urban Farms - a year-round farm serving the local community that is located in a food desert. 
	Text220: DePaul’s Department of Environmental Science and Studies offers a BS degree in environmental science and a BA degree in environmental studies. The mission  of the department is to prepare students to work in the environmental field upon graduation, to attend a professional school, or to attend a graduate school in a related area. The BA  degree  in environmental studies also offers a concentration area in sustainability. The Department of Geography offers a BA concentration in Nature-Society Studies, as  well as a Standard Geography BA which prepares students for all careers in environmental/sustainability fields and graduate programs. The Public Policy Program offers a  BA with an Environmental Studies concentration. There is also an interdisciplinary MBA  concentration in Sustainable Management.
	Text221: Yes.  Geography 310 - Green Infrastructure, Geography 225 - Weather & Climate, Geography 200 - Sustainable Cities, Geography 215 - Justice, Inequality & the Urban Environment, Sustainable Development
	Text222: Yes. DePaul's recently launched sustainability website features a list of Sustainability-Related and Sustainability-Focused courses. http://mission.depaul.edu/Programs/Sustainability/Documents/Sustainability%20Courses%202010.pdf 
	Text223: DePaul University's Dr. Liam Heneghan teaches in the Environmental Science Department. He was recently awarded a $1.5 million grant from the National Science Foundation for his ground-breaking study on humans and the environment. Dr. William Jordan, III is considered by many to be the "father" of the restoration ecology movement. He is the author of several books focused on restoration ecology, including the best-selling "The Sunflower Forest--Ecological Restoration and the New Communion With Nature."  Julie Hwang in the Department of Geography was awarded an internal DePaul University Quality of Instruction Council grant to develop GEO344 - Geographic Information Systems III as a course which focused on using GIS computer mapping techniques to examine sustainability.  Hwang is also in the process of drafting a book manuscript on this topic.Euan Hague, Chair of the Department of Geography, is co-author of the forthcoming book Reginal and Local Economic Development (Palgrave, 2011) which features international discussions of sustainable development policies and practices.
	Text224: The University is a member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education--AASHE is an association of colleges and universities that are working to create a sustainable future. Their mission is to empower higher education to lead the sustainability transformation. They do this by providing resources, professional development, and a network of support to enable institutions of higher education to model and advance sustainability in everything they do, from governance and operations to education and research, http://www.aashe.org/about; the UN Global Compact--The United Nations Global Compact is a strategic policy initiative for businesses that are committed to aligning their operations and strategies with ten universally accepted principles in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption, http://www.unglobalcompact.org/; and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Challenge--Energy Star is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy designed to save money and protect the environment through energy efficient products and practices, http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=about.ab_index. DePaul also has a very active chapter of Global Brigades, which is the largest student-led  global health and sustainable development organization.
	Text225: At this present time, no environmental-themed course is a requirement of the Liberal Studies core curriculum.  Some environmental themed courses do carry Liberal Studies credit (e.g. GEO210 - Environmental Conservation (Scientific Inquiry)).
	Text226: 4.25
	Text227: In DePaul's Fall 2010 survey, faculty in 40 of DePaul's academic departments and programs identified themselves as teaching sustainability - related courses.
	Text228: DePaul's sustainable purchasing policy is required for all facility operations. DePaul's Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is reviewing  university-wide sustainable purchasing policies to be added in the Campus Sustainability Plan that will be included in the university's 2018 Strategic Plan.
	Text229: 100
	Text230: All of DePaul's letterhead and copier paper is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content.
	Text231: Yes, DePaul's Document Services Office has switched to paper endorsed by The Rainforest Alliance, the Sustainable Forest Initiative and the Forest Stewardship Council. 
	Text232: Yes, all desktop and notebook computers currently purchased by DePaul for use on campus are Gold-Certified under EPEAT. 
	Text233: DePaul encourages all vendors to use recycled materials and smaller shipping containers. DePaul also combines orders when possible and implements other sustainable measures when appropriate. 
	Text234: The Information Systems Department specifies these features when ordering certain new or replacement equipment. 
	Text235: Full time undergraduate and graduate students are required to purchase a CTA U-Pass (included in the tuition) that allows them to take public transportation around campus and town. The university's two main campuses in the Loop and Lincoln Park are also connected and accessible via public transportation in lieu of a shuttle service since DePaul is an urban campus. 
	Text236: 28
	Text237: DePaul operates seven public safety vehicles of which two are Ford Escape hybrids. 
	Text238: Every year more bike racks are added to the campus. An annual function is the "Car-Free Challenge" where 20 faculty members and students pledge to use alternate transportation to campus, usually biking. There is also a bike rental service on campus. 
	Text239: Yes. Nearly all full time students (undergraduate, graduate and law) are required to participate in the CTA's U-Pass program, which gives students access to public transportation. Since the inception of the U-Pass program in 1999, student parking permits have decreased by 15% despite a 17% increase in student enrollment. DePaul University also participates in the I-Go car sharing program. 
	Text240: 5
	Text241: Only 3.5% of students have parking permits. Given that some students park on the street or in private lots, the total percentage is probably less than 5 given the scarcity of parking spaces on DePaul's campus. 
	Text242: 3
	Text243: DePaul's faculty and staff take full advantage of public transportation.
	Text244: 40
	Text245: DePaul recycles using an in-plant method through which 90 percent of recyclables are extracted by hand from the general waste stream. As much as 100 tons of material are recycled from the campus waste stream monthly. 
	Text246: Yes, DePaul ensures that recycling containers are in place throughout all university buildings. In many buildings it is actually easier to find a recycling container than a trash can, which includes not only class rooms and administrative buildings, but also dormitories, athletic and performance venues. 
	Text247: Yes, DePaul strategically places recycling containers at all on campus sporting events. 
	Text248: Yes. There is a composting service in place at the new environmental science building, which is used for teaching purposes. 
	Text249: We have a stated commitment to continuing waste reduction and are in the process of developing specifics around a plan of action and percentage goal as part of the current effort of the Sustainability Initiatives Task Force. 
	Text250: Yes, DePaul's commitment to Vincentian service values is one of the fundamental goals of the university. The function of student life reflects this; students in university housing have large clothing deposit bins available to them during move out. DePaul also runs clothing donation programs across campus multiple times per year and arranges for existing residence hall and office furniture to be donated for reuse at various not-for-profit agencies when purchasing new furniture and equipment. 
	Text251: DePaul fulfills part of its distinctive mission by fostering a sustainable learning community that prepares students to address the most pressing needs of the present in ways that promote a healthy environment, just societies, and vibrant economy.Although the term “sustainability” is relatively new, its implied goal – meeting the needs of the present without compromising future generations – has been rooted in the Catholic, Vincentian imagination for centuries. “What Must Be Done?”St. Vincent de Paul, and the Vincentian mission he inspired, sought to serve the material and spiritual needs of the poor and marginalized in a lasting and effective manner.In 1617, Madame de Gondi, Vincent's benefactor, turned to Vincent de Paul and asked “what must be done?” Often referred to as the Vincentian Question, it has shaped the Vincentian mission ever since. St. Vincent’s vision enabled him to see the hidden poverty and suffering so many refused to acknowledge. In response to such dire conditions, St. Vincent de Paul partnered with St. Louise de Marillac to create sustainable, institutionalized solutions to address the most pressing needs of their era. http://mission.depaul.edu/Programs/Sustainability/Pages/VincentandSustainability.aspx  
	Text252: DePaul established the Sustainability Initiatives Task Force (SITF) to further its mission and values through a coordinated focus on sustainability.  SITF is charged with developing and recommending a sustainability plan, using the organizing framework of C.O.R.E. – Curriculum, Operations, Research and Community Engagement. As members of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE), SITF uses the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System (STARS®) to gauge the progress of sustainability related activities. The Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is a part-time position, but each member incorporates into his/her daily job-related responsibilities.  
	Text253: Yes. DePaul's Sustainability Initiatives Task Force along with the Department of Procurement has taken into account the life cycle cost for constructing and/or renovating buildings. In addition, the university has already started the process of retro-commissioning audits and project activity that will lead to more efficiencies in building operation and save energy. All interior renovation projects in the future will include, as part of their scope, specifications geared  toward improving energy and operational efficiencies. With initial purchase of higher quality materials and equipment, most of our facilities and equipment well exceed life cycle projections. 
	Text254: Yes. The Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is assessing sustainable climate action plan efforts and recommendations to be included in DePaul University's 2018 Strategic Plan. 
	Text255: Yes. DePaul has recently undertaken a carbon footprint assessment and sustainability analysis. With 2001 as the university's base year, we project that we can reduce our carbon footprint by almost 50% when compared to a "pre-2001, business as usual" case. Imbedded in this projection is a 2% annual increase in controlled space, flat utility consumption and a participation in renewable energy programs in Illinois. DePaul has reduced its greenhouse gas emissions 11 percent since 2005.  To reduce its energy use, the university has implemented a number of conservation strategies, including temperature setbacks, energy management systems, and efficient lighting in all buildings. Energy reduction competitions are held between departments.
	Text256: For the total of Scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions, DePaul's annual carbon emissions have reduced 20% since the benchmark year of 2001. 
	Text257: Endowment information is available on DePaul University's web site. It is available to the entire university community including all staff, faculty and students. 
	Text258: Currently, the Fair Business Practices Committee is investigating possibilities and opportunities for establishing Environmental, Social, and Corporate Governance (ESG) investment criteria that are aligned with the University's mission. In the past the Committee has made recommendations to guide the institution to align its investments with the university's mission. 
	Text259: The Sustainability Initiatives Task Force is currently formulating recommendations regarding any considerations related to investments and the environment. 
	Text260: 0
	Text261: DePaul University is working with investment advisors and managers to assess and determine possibilities to invest in companies or funds that further renewable energy and clean technology. 
	Text262: Yes, student groups including Student Government's Environmental Concerns Committee and the community service group ECO work on both campus and city-wide issues.  ECO Club partners with the Chicago non-profit, Eco-Justice Collaborative.  Some recent student-led accomplishments include organizing campus awareness events for Earth Week 2011, and working with the administration on the ongoing Sustainability Task Force to integrate all aspects of sustainability, economic, social and ecological, into the future of the university.  ECC partners with the Illinois Student Environmental Coalition, a program within the Environmental Law and Policy Center, to organize with other Illinois college students around environmental issues.  Last year, ECC partnered with ISEC and No Foam Chicago on the continuing effort to ban the use of styrofoam in Chicago.  DePaul participated in ISEC's Bike to Campus Week during Earth Week 2011.  Beginning this year and into next year, ECC hopes to become more involved with ISEC's work concerning coal issues in Chicago and the entire state of Illinois.
	Text263: According to Earth Island Institute, DePaul University's Marisol Becerra recently won an environmental activist award for her interactive map that locates pollution sources. Because of her computerized mapping program, Becerra was awarded the Brower Youth Award, which recognizes youth ages 13-22 years of age who take on leadership roles to improve the environment. Becerra was one of six to win this award, which came with a $3,000 prize. Marisol Becerra was nominated for the award after organizing a group of teenagers from Little Village (a Latino neighborhood in Chicago) to assist with the map project. DePaul's Community Service Association's Environmental Concerns Organization now does weekly service in the heart of Little Village, working in the impoverished neighborhood to help combat environmental challenges. 
	Text264: DePaul University outlines the development of Kenmore Gardens in the Lincoln Park Master Plan. The proposal includes: planting new trees, preserving existing tree canopies, and improved sidewalk planters—all blending smoothly into a green, urban aesthetic. In order to make this happen North Kenmore Avenue between Belden and Fullerton Avenues must be closed down. Closing this street allows the preservation of the land and extends the existing Quadrangle along North Seminary Avenue. This will also create more walkways for pedestrians. 
	Text265: Yes, DePaul adheres to ASHARE standards for IAQ. DePaul's custodial cleaning partner is tasked with utilizing non-toxic cleaning supplies. DePaul also uses organic materials for landscape maintenance across campus. In addition , DePaul has an indoor air quality management program. 
	Text266: Yes, they include: Mettawa Open Lands Association in which Environmental Science faculty & students use field work to study best prospects for eradicating buckthorn; Ecosystem Restoration field trips in which students & faculty visit local forest preserve districts to cut invasive plant species; Prairie Wolf Slough Restoration in which students & faculty work together to restore a wetlands area in Highland Park, Illinois; Annual Yellowstone Trip in which Environmental Sciences students & faculty conduct a two week nature preservation study inside Yellowstone Park. Additionally, our Campus Recreation unit sponsors numerous nature based river canoe trips for students throughout the academic year.  The Department of Geography takes students on a Study Abroad course to Kenya to develop GIS mapping and vegetation management with the Green Belt Movement.
	Text267: DePaul Global Brigades offers several campus-sponsored extracurricular activities; specifically Global Brigades Architecture--which focuses on rebuilding destroyed homes for people displaced by natural disasters or those in underdeveloped countries without housing. The Steans Center for Service Learning also offers service immersion trips during winter, spring, and summer break where students have the opportunity to immerse themselves in service around the world. Many of the trips require the students to stay outside or at a hostel where they experience simple living away from electronics and luxury products. In addition, students in the Environmental Communication workshop partner with Eden Place Nature Center; here they work in Eden Urban Farms where they cultivate food for the residents of Fuller Park, an impoverished, Chicago neighborhood in the middle of a food desert. 
	Text268: In 2010 a green roof was installed at the DePaul Center building at the Loop Campus.  Fall of 2010, DePaul's Student Government Association installed 26 water bottle refill stations throughout the University's Lincoln Park and Loop campuses. This has significantly cut down on the purchase of plastic water bottles on campus. In addition, The Steans Center for Community Based Learning now offers an Environmental Stewardship Community Internship to students interested in environmental science/studies in the context of urban agriculture and youth development. The Student Government Association has appointed a Senator for Sustainability, who is in charge of initiating and monitoring sustainability efforts throughout the university. The senator is the contact person for many sustainability programs and campaigns. Lastly, DePaul University's Student Centers has created a battery recycling program that allows students to recycle old batteries at the student center in Lincoln Park as opposed to throwing them away. 
	Text269: DePaul University recently launched a sustainability website that details current events, academic programs focused on sustainability, upcoming sustainability projects, and an introduction to the Sustainability Initiatives Task Force. The website also provides an outlook on where DePaul will be in the future in terms of spatial expansion, carbon emissions and technology. The new website is a great way to keep students in the loop about the university's sustainability efforts so they can not only feel apart, but also so they can help make DePaul a more sustainable community. There is also a blog site titled SustainAble DePaul that is administered by Dr. Tavanti and his students in the Sustainable Development course of the Graduate School of Public Service at DePaul University.  It is a voice of DePaul people committed and engaged to make DePaul University a sustainable learning community.  This blog site includes students' reflections and observations on the current practices and possibilities at DePaul.  Dining Services has also started "Tray-less Tuesdays" and "Thermos Thursdays." Tray-less Tuesdays help limit the amount of wasted food; while Thermos Thursdays offer a discount on coffee for bringing your own cup to Brownstone's Cafe in Lincoln Park. Please take a look at our website for all of the latest updates on DePaul's sustainability efforts @ sustainability.depaul.edu. To understand the sustainability observations of DePaul's students, read their comments and reflections at SustainAble DePaul:  http://sustainabledepaul.blogspot.com/2010/10/educate-educators-sustainability.html   


