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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Appalachian State University
	Text164: Ged Moody, University Sustainability Director
	Text165: (828) 262-2665
	Text166: moodyge@appstate.edu
	Text167: Boone, North Carolina 
	Text168: 16,388 FTE
	Text169: GEM
	Text170: 28 April 2011
	Text171: 61
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	Text173: 16
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	Text175: 
	Text176: 2.9
	Text177: 
	Text178: 
	Text179: 1.3
	Text180: RE/ Wind and Solar
	Text181: 
	Text182: 99
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: <1
	Text186: 
	Text187: 1
	Text188: Solar Thermal
	Text189: Appalachian State University is a leader in renewable energy (RE) installations. We have a diverse portfolio of RE systems, including 5 photovoltaic arrays and the largest wind turbine in the State of North Carolina. On campus, we produce biodiesel from our dining hall waste oil utilizing RE for all energy inputs. These systems are prominently placed on campus to serve as educational tools to our campus community and our tourist-based local economy. 
	Text190: We use natural gas to produce steam for space heating and much of our hot water heating. We have four commercial-scale solar thermal systems, which are used for domestic hot water and space heating. Our largest solar thermal system provides significant energy inputs for a large residence hall facility. 
	Text191: 13
	Text192: There are 8 buildings that are LEED certified/registered or are in the design and construction process. Currently, one of these buildings has completed commissioning and is certified LEED Gold.  
	Text193: 0**
	Text194: THIS IS ON PURPOSE. Appalachian ONLY irrigates 1 soccer field and 2 softball fields. During drought conditions, irrigation is eliminated/reduced. Additionally, we use 98- 100% native plant species in order to emulate the natural environment. 
	Text195: 93
	Text196: Roughly 85% of our indoor lighting has been retrofitted, many including LED and automated fixtures. All our outdoor lighting is equipped with either a light sensing or timer-based automatic shutoff feature. Currently both parking decks are lit with highly efficient LED fixtures. As a percentage of energy used, these parking decks represent roughly half (50%) of all outdoor lighting.
	Text197: 86
	Text198: Residential housing is the strongest representation of the types of appliances the university purchases. Within the residence halls, ALL of the washing machines are Energy Star-rated with most of our micro-fridge units being Energy Star-rated. There is currently university policy that all new appliances shall be Energy Star-rated.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 15.1
	Text202: YES. We have completed a $5.34 million Energy Savings Performance Contract focused on 17 buildings and are currently evaluating a second performance contract to continue this effort throughout campus. The first performance contract reduced total campus energy consumption by roughly 5%. Some notable upgrades include: new energy efficient lighting, lighting occupancy sensors in restrooms, new low-flow aerators on all sink faucets, new toilets with low-flow flush valves, steam leaks repaired and/or steam pipe insulation replaced where necessary, extensive HVAC system controls and monitoring replacement with more efficient components, steam traps replaced and maintained for 12 years, weatherization of exterior doors, new green roof on Kerr Scott Hall, new energy efficient windows, new solar thermal hot water heating system for domestic hot water for Varsity Gym, two new chillers and a higher efficiency propane heater for water plant. *We are also working to upgrade our three-mile campus steam loop to enhance energy efficiency. In 2007, there was an 8% return of condensate and today there is a 50% return rate!  NC Senate Bill 668  requires all new state buildings to be built with at least 30% greater performance than the requirements of ASHRAE 90.1-2004. *In the last five years we have received various energy efficiency grants totaling approximately $571,000 which have funded lighting retrofits, HVAC upgrades and energy efficiency staff.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: All buildings are monitored for electricity and steam usage, aided by a full time Energy Manager. Our physical plant has records of all buildings energy consumption and associated costs. Summer 2011, real-time consumption data will be live online.  Additionally, we publish campus energy usage on a weekly basis in the school's newspaper. 
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: ASU operates its own water reservoir facility for drinking water. In the past five years, the percent of water produced by this plant has dropped by over 50%. In that same time period, campus water usage has been reduced by 40%. This is attributed to better usage behavior and wide spread implementation of water efficient plumbing fixtures. 
	Text211: 10*
	Text212: *We follow AASHE's STARS definition of "local food", which uses a 250-mile radius, thus we do not have 100-mile data. To bolster this effort, Appalachian Food Services has held multiple meetings with local farmers and distributors in an effort to build collaboration between these parties. ASU makes it a practice to not count locally produced items such as soft drinks and snack foods in this percentage.
	Text213: 1
	Text214: Currently, our focus on sustainable foods has been driven by local versus organic. This focus is the result of surveys that indicate strong campus consumer preference for local over organic. 
	Text215: Yes, tuna is certified Wild Caught/Dolphin Safe and is long line caught, not net caught. 
	Text216: The dollar amount spent of meat purchases is $260,796 in 2010. This total is from all dining units on campus. Approximately 1,876,000 meals total were served in 2010. On occasion, we serve free-range chicken and Certified Angus hamburger whose diet consists of a 100% vegetarian diet.
	Text217: YES! We understand that availability of a variety of menu items to choose from is important to students/faculty/staff that want to consume vegetarian and vegan foods. We have numerous vegetarian and vegan selections; a 72-item salad bar available at Rivers Street Cafe and concepts such as "Healthy Select", which strictly serves vegan and vegetarian dishes. Further, vegetarian options are available throughout at most every dining concept. 
	Text218: Yes. However, ASU aggressively installed water bottling refilling stations in an effort to reduce demand for bottled water. Appalachian Food Services offers a discount to patrons who bring their own cup/mug/bottle. In an effort to localize our bottled water offering and reduce emissions from transportation, we private label a product sourced locally. 
	Text219: Yes! We operate two large teaching and research farms where sustainable and organic principles are adhered to. These biodynamic research farms use no chemicals, pesticides or fertilizers.  There are also multiple student-operated gardens on campus including the "Edible Schoolyard" and the "Garden of Eatin'". 
	Text220: Yes, Appalachian has offered Sustainable Development and Appropriate Technology programs for over 20  years.• BS, MS in Appropriate Technology• BS, MS in Building Science• BS in Environmental Science• MS in Renewable Energy Engineering• BS, BA, MA in Sustainable Development• MA in Political Science (Environmental Politics and Policy Analysis)
	Text221: Yes, Our Appropriate Technology degree program is focused on sustainable and renewable technologies. Classes in this program include; Photovoltaic System Design and Construction, Wind and Hydro Power Technology, Solar Thermal Energy Technology, Biofuels Technology, and Sustainable Transportation.  
	Text222: Yes! The university's sustainability web site will host this information at sustain.appstate.edu. Sustainability-related and focused courses are currently being inventoried through Institutional Research, Assessment and Planning and will be housed as institutional data. 
	Text223: There are an estimated 200 faculty members engaged in an and conducting sustainability-based research. Each of them are standout to us. To highlight our four we will begin with:*Dr. Howie Neufeld. Dr. Neufeld is currently a Professor in the Department of Biology. He began a National Research Council post-doctoral appointment at the EPA Lab in Corvallis, OR, where he worked on the effects of ozone on root growth of tree seedlings.  He has served as President of both The Association of Southeastern Biologists (ASB) and the Southern Appalachian Botanical Society and is now Chair of AppalAIR, the interdisciplinary atmospheric research group here at ASU.  He recently became the first Director of the Southern Appalachian Environmental Research and Education Center, which resides within ASU’s Research Institute for the Environment, Energy and Economics. For over 20 years, he has been active in air pollution effects research; he was the principal investigator of a National Park-U.S. EPA sponsored research project on the effects of ozone on plants native to Great Smoky Mountains National Park. He has published 35 papers and one book chapter.  He is the recipient of several awards at ASU for his research, including the Wachovia Award for Achievement in Environmental Research, the Faculty Research Award from the Association of Southeastern Biologists, the local Sigma Xi Chapter Outstanding Researcher Award, and most recently, the 100 Scholars Award for Research from the ASU Office of Research and Graduate Education. *Secondly, Pia A. Albinsson, Ph.D. (New Mexico State University). Some of her research interests are advertising effectiveness, green consumption practices, corporate social responsibility and sustainability. She has co-authored articles “From Trash to Treasure and Beyond: The Meaning of Voluntary Disposition,” and “Anti-Consumption in East Germany: Consumer Resistance to Hyperconsumption,” both in the Journal of Consumer Behaviour.  One recent publication in the Journal of Online Learning and Teaching is titled “Integrating Sustainability into the Business Curriculum through E-Learning”. *Thirdly, Dennis Scanlin is the Coordinator of Appalachian State University’s Appropriate Technology Program; a co-founder of Appalachian State’s Sustainable Development Program and a Professor in the Technology Department.  He has a long history of involvement with energy issues and technology. He has published numerous energy- related articles; developed and taught numerous courses and workshops focusing on a wide variety of renewable energy technologies and has designed and constructed residential scale hydro, wind, photovoltaic, and solar thermal systems. Over the last 10 years he has been involved in a variety of wind related activities in North Carolina. He led the wind mapping efforts in the state, started the first anemometer loan program in the eastern United States; and established the small wind turbine research & demonstration facility on Beech Mountain. He is a founding member of  North Carolina’s Wind Working Group and has helped to develop the State’s Model Wind Ordinance, and Senate Bill 10 68 (Permitting of Wind Energy Facilities) that was debated in the NC legislature over the last two years. He has organized and led more than 30 wind related workshops and conferences during the last 7 years and has recently received funding from the US Department of Energy to develop a statewide “Wind for Schools” program which will introduce wind energy into our schools and initiate the construction of demonstration wind turbines on school campuses. A few notable achievements of his are: 1997  Wachovia Environmental Research Award, Nominated for a North Carolina University System Excellence in Teaching Award, 1998 Nominated as the Region 3 Outstanding Industrial Technology Professor, 1999 Nominated as the outstanding faculty member in the College of Fine & Applied Arts at Appalachian State University, 2000 Nominated as the outstanding faculty member in the College of Fine &  Applied Arts at Appalachian State University, 2001 Nominated as an outstanding faculty member in the College of Fine & Applied Arts at Appalachian State University, 2004  NC Solar Hall of Fame Award from the NC Sustainable Energy Association, 2004  Regional Wind Advocacy Award from the US Department of Energy, 2008 Small Wind Advocacy Award from the US Department of Energy. *Lastly, Shea Tuberty  Associate Professor of Biology and director of the Aquatic Ecophysiology and Toxicology lab. Chair of the ASU Water Resources Planning Committee, Biology Dept. property committee and ASU Sustainability Council subcommittee on natural resources, served on the Executive Board of the Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, the Carolinas Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, and one of the founding organizers of the High Country Operation Medicine Cabinet drug take back program, awarded the 2007-08 Wachovia Environmental Research Award, mentored two student teams funded through the US EPA P3 grants for People, Prosperity, and the Planet. Recent research projects include: feminization of male fish from municipal wastewater effluent estrogenic compounds, ecological assessment of the Kingston TVA coal ash pond disaster, effects of trace metals from long-term chicken litter application to streams and agricultural soils, assessment of the efficacy of constructed wetlands for the removal of toxic elements, aquatic ecosystem recovery following fish kills from a sodium hydroxide spill and a coal tar resurfacant PAH release, risk assessment of lead arsenate insecticide on a Nat'l Park Service property, linking wastewater purification and biofuel production, and long-term monitoring of water abundance and quality in headwater streams of the South Fork of the New River.
	Text224: YES! Green Living Community, the Office of Sustainability, Living Learning Center, geology museum and rock garden, Wind Research and Demonstration Facility, Wind Applications Center, Research Institute for Environment, Energy and Economics (riee.appstate.edu), Appalachian Energy Center (energy@appstate.edu), proposed Southern Appalachian Environmental Research and Educational Center, Center for Economic Research and Policy Analysis (http://www.business.appstate.edu/economics/cerpa/), Living Learning Center
	Text225: YES! Every incoming freshman has to take 6-9 semester hours from one "Local to Global" Theme. There are seven themes to choose from, each with four associated classes. There are five associated sustainability learning outcomes for all "Making Local to Global Connections" classes.  *ANT 1415, ART 2130, ENG 2040, GLS 2000, HIS 1400, ECO 3620, FCS 2351, GHY 1020, TEC 3601, PHL 1503, ENG 2170, COM 3531, ART 2011http://www.generaleducation.appstate.edu/making-local-global-connectionshttp://www.generaleducation.appstate.edu/courseshttp://gstudies.appstate.edu/newgenmodel/genedmodel.html#
	Text226: 85
	Text227: Classes with subject matter related to sustainability or environmental issues are prevalent throughout the curriculum.
	Text228: YES! Appalachian State University and the State of North Carolina have many sustainable purchasing policies. Included categories are: paper, appliances cleaning products, fertilizers, pesticides, biodiesel, ethanol, local preference, packaging material, toner, hazardous chemicals, HVAC equipment, recycled content, and food. 
	Text229: 100
	Text230: YES! Our school purchases paper with a minimum 30% recycled content and this is not a limitation.  Departments often choose a higher recycled content. The majority of our paper towels are 100% recycled. 
	Text231: YES! However, this specific designation is not currently tracked. 
	Text232: YES! Our university sets forth purchasing standards for university-owned computers. The computers indicated are EPEAT Gold certified. http://support.appstate.edu/faculty-staff/university-owned-computers/purchasing-standards
	Text233: Absolutely, we have specific language in purchasing contracts specifying the packaging to be anywhere from 40% to 100% post consumer waste, and 100% recyclable after use. http://www.pandc.nc.gov/recycled.asp
	Text234: YES, these clauses are inserted to aid in compliance with North Carolina Executive Order No. 156 (Sustainability) and North Carolina Senate Bill 668 (Energy Efficiency).
	Text235: YES! Appalachian State University and the Town of Boone's public transit system, AppalCART, is free for all riders. This service is continually setting records for riders serviced. 
	Text236: 100
	Text237: The university diesel fleet of vans and cars, run on a mixture known as B20 for the year, with the exception of winter, where lesser blends of biodiesel are used. B20, which is comprised of 20 percent biodiesel and 80% diesel, reduces emissions such as unburned hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, and particulate matter in the atmosphere. All of our gasoline vehicles use 10% ethanol. AppalCART's most recent bus purchases are diesel-hybrid powered. 
	Text238: YES, Appalachian is very serious about promoting alternative transportation. In addition to the objectives set forth by the transportation committee from within the Sustainability Council, Appalachian has increased sidewalk standards from 5 to 8 feet, encouraging walking and biking alike. Appalachian spent $1.6 million on a pedestrian bridge. Plans have been set forth to build sheltered parking for both motorcycles and bikes. AppalCART buses are fitted with bike racks. A bicycle-focused task force is assessing "Bike Friendly" University Status.  
	Text239: Absolutely! These measures include: free public transportation for all, car sharing and ride sharing initiatives as well as subsidized regional systems. Campus parking fees ($200-$500 per year) are relatively high, thus providing an incentive for alternatives. 
	Text240: 27.4
	Text241: Appalachian provides parking spaces for approximately 25% of the student body. 
	Text242: 67
	Text243: 
	Text244: 40
	Text245: Through planning, community education and targeted programs, Appalachian's faculty, staff and students diverted 40% of campus waste (1219 tons) during the 2009-2010 academic year. Recycling also saved the university more than $647,453 in terms of cost of waste that didn't go to a landfill. Since 2007, the percent change of waste diversion is 135%! 
	Text246: Yes, recycling bins are available campus-wide in every academic, administrative, and residential building. The Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling seeks to capture as much recycling as possible. The student union has special receptacles for printer cartridges, cell phones, batteries, computer equipment, CDs, DVDs, diskettes, film, plastic bags, compact fluorescents, and confidential recycling. 
	Text247: Yes! In addition to the 75 recycling receptacles placed in and around the stadium, during football season we have the "Recycle at the Rock" program. Student volunteers helped to distribute more than 8,000 green collection bags during the 2010 football season. Over 10.3 tons of bottles, cans, cardboard and paper were collected at designated “Recycle at the Rock” areas at Kidd Brewer Stadium during home football games. 
	Text248: Yes, we compost all pre-consumer food waste from all dining facilities on campus. Pre-consumer food waste is collected at all food preparation facilities. Last year we composted 103 tons!  Construction has begun on a new composting facility which will enable us to process post-consumer food waste and increase the tonnage to approximately 275 tons annually. 
	Text249: In accordance with The University of North Carolina Sustainability Policy 600.6.1, "The University shall develop policies and programs that work toward achieving zero waste." Our waste diversion rates, as evidenced in #1 of this section, are indicative of our commitment to work towards zero waste. Beginning January 2011, the Office of Sustainability and the Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling have begun a waste audit to understand what policies and guidelines need to be created to meet this state goal.
	Text250: Yes, every dorm participates in the "Don't Throw It Away Program". Over the past three years, more than 167 tons of material have been diverted from landfills and sold the annual "Big Sale" community event on campus. Over the past three years, more than $38,000 was raised from the sale to benefit the energy efficiency initiatives of community partners. The sale also supports a fund for international service-learning scholarships.
	Text251: YES! The university has developed a sustainability-specific mission, vision, values statement. This statement has been endorsed by our Chancellor and the Executive Cabinet and serves as a guide to policy and practice on campus. This statement is consistent with the university's strategic plan, which includes the text "We have genuine respect for the natural environment and a commitment to principles of sustainability."  Other strategic sustainability commitments include: the Talloires Declaration (1997) and the Presidents' Climate Commitment (2008).  http://sustain.appstate.edu/about/mission-vision-values
	Text252: Yes, we have a Director of Sustainability (full-time). There are 11 full-time equivalent dedicated sustainability staff, numerous dedicated researchers and a Sustainability Council. This Council is cross-disciplinary, encompassing 50+ faculty, students and staff.  
	Text253: Yes we do.  It is a state requirement that a life cycle cost analysis of all university planned construction projects be completed by the Design Firm on state mandated forms and submitted to the Office of State Construction and the university for review and approval.  The current standard set by the State of North Carolina says we must exceed ASHRAE 90.1 standards by 30 percent.  This is more stringent than the USBG LEED program requirements.
	Text254: Yes, in compliance with our participation in the Presidents' Climate Commitment, our university has committed to a net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The Sustainability Council, in conjunction with the Office of Sustainability, has created a Climate Action Plan, which prescribes a 51% carbon reduction by 2025. 
	Text255: Yes! To date we have completed two greenhouse gas inventories and will endeavor to complete them annually as part of the Presidents' Climate Commitment and our own Climate Action Plan. This data is very valuable in tracking the university's initiatives and progress toward climate neutrality.  
	Text256: YES! From 2007 to 2009, we achieved a 6% reduction in emissions. The majority of this reduction came from augmented use of biofuels, decreased energy consumption, less air and ground travel, and an increase of renewable energy adoption and installations on campus. 
	Text257: "All" information is not available, however much information, including asset allocation is available. As a state institution, our endowment is invested through the UNC Management Company, which reserves the right to not disclose this information. 
	Text258: Currently, a committee like this does not exist. However, the Office of Sustainability is in the process of creating such a committee to include faculty, staff and student representation. 
	Text259: Currently, a committee like this does not exist. However, the Office of Sustainability is in the process of creating such a committee to include faculty, staff and student representation. This committee intends to create a sustainable investment position statement that will be forwarded to companies that manage our investments.
	Text260: *
	Text261: * This information is 'currently' unpublished.
	Text262: Appalachian is proud to say that all of our 17,000 students have effected positive environmental change. Our student body voted with a 92% vote to raise their fees to build renewable energy projects on campus. These fees fund the Renewable Energy Initiative, who build multiple projects each year, including the state's largest wind turbine, located at the highest spot on our campus. *As for individual students, we would like to nominate/recognize two current students creating positive change, Travis McKenzie and Sarah Cox. *Travis McKenzie serves as the Project Manager for Appalachian State's entry into the 2011 Solar Decathlon.  Travis leads a team of three (3) faculty advisers and (6) student managers that oversee approximately 150 students on this project. *Sarah Cox signed up to be Appalachian’s Power Shift 2011 coordinator. Under her four months of leadership the group gathered over 400 petitions that were delivered to President Obama that called for a power shift from big corporate oil/coal interests to the interests of the people and to call for a green energy economy. The kick off meeting was the largest turnout of ANY SCHOOL IN THE WHOLE COUNTRY--with over 110 students packed in a room. They traveled to the event in a chartered biodiesel-fueled bus, and stayed in a Washington D.C. campground, to limit their carbon footprint. In all, the total student attendance for the trip was 90. They were 5th in attendance in the country! 
	Text263: Appalachian State students have had huge success in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency annual P3 Competition, winning more projects than any other university in the state and ranking among the top participating schools in the nation. In the last five years, Appalachian has had seven Phase I winners and three Phase II winners out of 10 chosen winners. Appalachian is one of the only non-Research 1 institutions with multiple Phase II awards.*Appalachian was selected as one of 20 universities worldwide to compete in the Solar Decathlon.  Appalachian State is the only finalist that does not have a dedicated engineering department. More information on Appalachian’s participation in the Solar Decathlon can be found at www.solarhomestead.org.
	Text264: YES! Appalachian's campus is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. We attempt to "fit in" to our surroundings by offering our campus community the same beauty that surrounds us. We have a 66-acre nature preserve on campus and are looking to put more forestland into preservation. We also plant 98% native species on campus which adds resiliency to the natural environment in which we live. There are 5 designated green spaces totaling almost 7 acres on campus. We also operate two educational farms where sustainable farming practices are exclusively taught. Come visit!
	Text265: YES, new construction employs low VOC and advanced mechanical ventilation systems. Appalachian has implemented “green” cleaning in all academic, support and administration buildings on campus.  It is also practiced in all residence halls, the student union, bookstore, the university’s Broyhill Inn and Conference Center, and campus dining facilities. Currently, most of the 4.5 million square feet on Appalachian’s campus is cleaned using Green Seal standards.
	Text266: YES! Because Appalachian is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, outdoor activities abound. To name just a very few, three examples of outdoor- or field-based classes are:Communities and Ecosystems is a graduate level course that has a heavy lab and field component.  Students are expected to develop independent research projects as part of this course. Past topics have included building GIS databases for Appalachian State field sites, investigating the effects of land use on stream communities and water quality, cliff-face nutrient cycling, and above- and below ground interactions.*Introduction to Wind and Hydro is a 3-hour credit semester-long class which gives students the opportunity to work at our Beech Mountain Wind Research and Demonstration Facility. At this wind turbine test facility, students are afforded the opportunity to construct, deconstruct and maintain wind turbines.  This class also visits two local “off the grid” hydro-electric residences. Most semesters, these two systems will also be maintained by students in the class. *The Agroecology labs in 3100/4100/5100 are intended to provide students hands-on, practical experience in all aspects of farming with a focus on crops: soil preparation, fertilization, planting and seeding of crops (both to eat and to protect or enrich the soil), maintenance (weeding, pest control), harvesting, post-harvest handling, marketing (through CSA, farmers’ market and on campus farm stand), composting, cold frame construction, greenhouse production (in winter). Students will also gain hands-on experience on sustainable forest management practices, as well as the integration of trees, crops and livestock through manipulation of existing forests or the building of new 'agroforests' from crop or pasture land.
	Text267: ABSOLUTELY! Outdoor Programs offers close to 200 nature-based trips, trainings, workshops and clinics annually to promote discovery through student-powered adventure. A few examples are:     * Blue Ridge Parkway Corps helps to preserve the environment and protect threatened species at the Rough Ridge Trail area of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  They serve as volunteer educators to hikers who come to enjoy the natural beauty of the Blue Ridge.    * First Ascent is a wilderness orientation program for incoming first year students. This 4 day backpacking adventure provides students with challenging opportunities that are designed to assist them in finding their place in the Appalachian family.    * Two on-campus student-driven farm/food production organizations, “Garden of Eatin’” and “Edible Schoolyard” seek to educate our campus and community on sustainable farming and local food.
	Text268: Appalachian has made tremendous sustainability-related progress since 2010. To name a few: *Implementation of 2010 Climate Action Plan, which declares 100% climate neutrality by 2050 with a 51% reduction in 2025; * Completion of a $5.34 million building Energy Savings Performance Contract;* Adoption of university sustainability mission, vision, values statement;* Installation of three commercial solar-thermal projects; * Received LEED Gold certification for Frank Residence Hall; * 8 LEED compliant building projects are currently being constructed;* Held our second annual Spring Sustainability Film Series, raising awareness for contemporary issues in sustainability development;* Continuation of our "Recycle at the Rock" campaign, a waste-diversion program for home football fans, diverting 10.3 tons in 2010 football fans; *Creation of an energy awareness campaign, printed weekly in the student newspaper and available on the university sustainability web site;*Deploying real-time energy dashboard, highlighting energy use for the campus; *Participation in Campus Conservation Nationals, a dormitory energy reduction competition; *Creation of sustainability training for all Residence Assistants and Resident Directors, which affects 5400 students;* Partnership with Human Resources to develop an ongoing sustainability training program for supervisors; * Monthly sustainability training for new employees; * Aggressive marketing campaign around sustainability in the month of April 2011 with the release of the first annual Sustainability Yearbook, hard launch of the university sustainability web site, spotlighted in the spring addition of the alumni magazine, The Appalachian Today, focused on sustainability; *Earth Month 2011 coordinated over 30 events in celebration of Earth Day; *All Alternative Fall and Spring Break trips achieved carbon neutrality in 2011; *Development of Local Food Initiative, outlining ways in which our university food system can become more sustainable; * The Office of Sustainability, in conjunction with Human Resources, offers a 3 hour sustainability training workshop;* Evaluating participation in “Tree Campus USA” and “Bike Friendly University” recognition programs;* Creation of “Sustainability in the Arts" program, broadening the sustainability conversation to include beauty;* Installed LED lights in all parking garages;* Undergoing contract discussions for the implementation of both Ride Sharing and Car Sharing;* Implemented second regional bus line enabling students to utilize mass transit regionally;* Began practice of purchasing diesel-hybrid buses for our mass transit fleet;* Construction of a large-scale rain water detention pond to help alleviate hazardous run-off from heavy rain events.
	Text269: *The university houses the nation’s longest running Sustainable Development degree program (est 1991) and has offered Renewable Energy (Appropriate Technology) degrees since 1984.*“Contemporary Green Living: Life Choices in Sustainability”, is the most popular First Year Seminar chosen on our campus. *The Solar Club, Appalachian’s longest running sustainability-based student organization (circa 1995), provided the Town of Boone’s solar-powered Holiday Tree for their 15th consecutive year.*The Department of Technology, in partnership with Grandfather Mountain, are studying was the attraction can become more sustainable and energy efficient.  Grandfather Mountain also provides research opportunities for faculty, staff and students here at Appalachian. A second collaboration is the Learning Lodge program, which is a joint project with the Blue Ridge Parkway, intended to further sustainable design, construction and education.*The Office of Sustainability at Appalachian State University, working in conjunction with Appalachian Food Services, has developed the 2010 Local Food Report to highlight the importance and opportunities of incorporating local food into ASU’s campus diet.* R.E.I. is currently completing three renewable energy projects: The Solar Homestead Solar Canopy which provides 100% of the energy needs for the Solar Decathlon competition, the Solar Lab at State Farm that acts as an interactive classroom supporting renewable energy  and the Big Belly Solar Compactor and Recycling Stations that are completely self-powered and have the capacity five times greater than ordinary trash can.*Sustainable Development program hosted their second annual High Country Food Summit to support the local food economy. *We have 13 student-run sustainability and/or environmental clubs, groups, or organizations on campus http://sustain.appstate.edu/.*The Office of Sustainability, in partnership with “ACT’s” service-learning program, has developed a carbon calculator that estimates carbon emissions and provides offset solutions for university travel.*The Office of Sustainability annually employs 4-6 graduate students to enhance learning opportunities.*Development of a campus-wide sustainability walking tour. *Smoking is prohibited within 50 feet of all building entrances and air intakes.*The Library and associated parking deck have a rainwater detention retention system that captures water, and by way of weir, releases the water into the watershed to prevent flooding.*The Holmes Convocation Center has the University’s only filtered storm water catchment system.  One reservoir is 2400 gallons and another is 900 gallons.*Students that work at the Sustainable Development Farm sell their pesticide/chemical free food on the center-of-campus green space, Sanford Mall.*The university is also currently studying permeable concrete surfaces and currently has 3 permeable concrete parking spaces under study.


