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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: Constellation NewEnergy, a subsidiary of Constellation Energy, supplies Goucher with Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to match 25 percent of the college's projected electricity consumption for three years.Goucher's RECs come from wind energy sources certified by Green-e Energy, an independent verification program for renewable energy. Green-e Energy certifies that the energy that RECs represent comes from eligible supply sources, such as wind, solar, geothermal, biomass, or "low-impact" hydropower plants that have been built since 1997.
	Text190: The college’s heating and cooling plant uses 84 percent-efficient equipment, compared with 65 percent efficiency at individual boilers. Heating and cooling plants make ice during non-peak hours of energy consumption, which is then melted and used for cooling during the day. This allows the college to buy the electricity at a reduced rate and allows the utility to shed load during its peak periods and operate its most efficient plants. Centrally controlled energy management systems have been installed in all buildings constructed or renovated since 1993. 
	Text191: 100
	Text192: With the completion of the Athenaeum in 2009, all of the buildings completed in the last three years have qualified for LEED certification. The Athenaeum was certified gold. Goucher passed a policy in 2009 that ensures all new buildings or major renovations to existing buildings are planned with the goal of achieving at least a silver rating according to the LEED Green-Building Rating System.
	Text193: 0
	Text194: In 1997, Goucher divided the college into stormwater management quadrants that each have facilities that act as filtration devices for water quality and for controlling water quantity runoff. The college has defined areas as forest buffers and has several discharge controls that capture parking lot runoff.
	Text195: 85
	Text196: In 1991, the college's Facilities Management Services converted from incandescent to fluorescent bulbs where possible. The college also has installed two solar lights on campus. 
	Text197: 
	Text198: The college has a policy to use Energy Star appliances whenever available. The total percentage is unknown. Goucher's washers and dryers, copiers, and vending machines are Energy Star-rated.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 
	Text202: Goucher's Facility Management Services Department's improvements include adding occupancy sensors, high-efficiency hot water systems, flow sensors, etc. The percentage requested is not known at this time. 
	Check Box203: Yes
	Check Box204: Off
	Text205: 
	Text206: Goucher has one meter for the entire campus. It has begun the process to install meters on all of its buildings.
	Check Box207: Yes
	Check Box208: Off
	Text209: 
	Text210: The college has one meter for the entire campus, but it has begun the process of installing meters on each of our buildings. 
	Text211: 30
	Text212: These expenditures go toward purchasing local, organic, or environmentally preferable food. The first choice is to purchase seasonal, regional, and organic produce from local farmers and artisan producers within a 150-mile radius. These local products are served within 48 hours of harvest.
	Text213: n/a
	Text214: Bon Appétit, Goucher's food management company, partners with Maryland farmers who grow organically certified fruits and vegetables. The requested percentage is not tracked.
	Text215: Yes, seafood is purchased in accordance with the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch guidelines for sustainable seafood. Locally sourced fish is the first choice for seafood because it reduces Goucher's carbon footprint. Only dolphin-safe tuna, packed in water, is served.
	Text216: Bon Appétit spends about $236,000 in meat for the nine-month academic year. About 544,000 meals are served in the academic year. Bon Appétit is working with ranchers to reduce the amount of drugs given to poultry, cows, and pigs. The company purchases only chicken and turkey that has been produced without the non-therapeutic use of antibiotics. Hamburgers are made with fresh ground chuck, not frozen. Free-range, organic, and grass-fed meat from local sources is served at many locations.
	Text217: Goucher offers vegetarian entrees at each meal. About 60 percent of meals in the dining halls are completely vegetarian options. Additionally, each dining hall uses displays to help diners identify foods that are healthy, vegetarian, vegan, organic, and locally and responsibly sourced. 
	Text218: Yes, but Bon Appétit, the college's food management company, has been working to decrease the amount of bottles available on campus. Bottled items are no longer available in the dining halls.
	Text219: The Campus Agricultural Co-op, a student club, started a herb garden on campus in 2005. The products of the garden are sold to Bon Appétit for use in the campus dining halls. In spring 2008, the co-op expanded its garden and gave seven of its plots to the Goucher community. 
	Text220: In the fall of 2010 Goucher launched an interdisciplinary environmental studies major. The program includes two concentrations - environmental science or environment and society - to give students a firm background in all facets of environmental studies. Goucher's Biological Sciences Department offers a major in biological sciences with a concentration in environmental science and a dual-degree program with the Johns Hopkins University's G.W.C. Whiting School in environmental engineering.
	Text221: Yes, the classes are PHY 250 Energy, Physics, and the Environment and BIO 204 Environmental Engineering. Besides those courses, modules on clean energy technologies are discussed in ES 100 Introduction to Environmental Science, ES 200 Environmental Geology, ES 390 Capstone Experience in Environmental Studies, and BIO 170 Environmental Alternatives.
	Text222: Yes, the Environmental Studies page on our web site at http://www.goucher.edu/x41115.xml lists all the relevant classes. They are also listed in Goucher's online version of the Academic Catalogue at http://www.goucher.edu/documents/Records/Goucher_Academic_Catalogue_2010-11.pdf. 
	Text223: Germán Mora, the Jane and Robert Meyerhoff associate professor and chair of Environmental Studies, is an expert in water quality issues and climate change. In 2010, Science published an article Mora helped author titled "Effects of Rapid Global Warming at the Paleocene-Eocene Boundary on Neotropical Vegetation."Assistant Professor of Economics Gina Shamshak is an expert on fisheries and aquaculture economics and bioeconomic modeling. The International Association of Aquaculture, Economics and Management named her doctorate dissertation "Dissertation of the Year" in 2010. In 2010 the Bulletin of Fisheries Research Agency published a paper she co-wrote titled "Protein Production Advantages in the Face of Increasing Feed Costs: Identifying Opportunities within the Aquaculture Industry."   Assitant Professor of Biological Sciences Cynthia Kickligher focuses on predator-prey interactions between marine organisms and the strategies prey species utilize to avoid predation. She's currently working on deer exclosure experiments with her students. The research involves enclosing areas to prevent deer from grazing. Kicklighter is also the faculty advisor for the Green House, goucher's environmentally-focused section of a residence hall. The students all commit to live with less heating/air conditioning, turn out lights, pick up and police their residence hall for trash, and develop and promote environmental programs and habits on campus. Birthe Kjellerup, an assistant professor of biological sciences, specializes in biofilms and environmental microbiology. In 2009, Biofouling published an article she co-wrote titled, "Biocorrosion and biofilm formation in a nutrient limited heating system subjected to alternating microaerophilic conditions."
	Text224:  - EPA Green Power Partner - The Green Power Partnership is a voluntary program that supports the organizational procurement of green power by offering expert advice, technical support, tools and resources.  - Member of the Maryland Green Registry - a free, voluntary program offering tips and resources to help organizations set and meet their own goals on the path to sustainability. - National Wildlife Federation member - America's largest conservation organization. - American College and University President's Climate Commitment Signatory - Participating institutions must complete an inventory of all their greenhouse gas emissions within a year of signing the commitment. Within two years, the colleges must develop comprehensive institutional plans, interim goals, deadlines, and tracking systems for becoming “climate-neutral”
	Text225: Yes, students must explore ecological, policy, social, cultural, and/or historical dimensions of human relationship to the environment. This may include but need not be limited to themes of sustainability and the nature of the environment systems, their change, and threats to their continued function as a result of human activity. The currently accepted classes are: American Places with Wilderness Places; Nature into Art: The Cultural Dimensions of Landscape; Environmental Alternatives, Environmental Engineering, Ecology; Ecology and Evolution; Field Methods in Tropical Ecology; Environmental Sustainability; Plant Physiology; Chemical Ecology; The Environment and it's Chemistry; Environmental and Green Chemistry; Directed Reading in Chemistry; Consumerism, The Media, Popular Culture and The Environment; Environmental Economics; Introduction to Environmental Studies; Introduction to Environmental Studies; Environmental Geology;  U.S. Environmental Policy; Statistical Data Analysis with Environmental Issues in View; Elementary Mathematical Models of the Environment; Calculus I- Environmental; Introduction to Environmental Management; Environmental Ethics; Energy, Physics, and the Environment; and the Goucher/Antioch Semester-Abroad Program in Brazilian Ecosystems classes: Ecology and Biodiversity of Brazil, Brazilian Natural Resource Management, and Field Internship.Pending Approval for 2011-12 Academic Year: Environmental, Development, and Sustainability; Environmental Studies Senior Capstone; Biosphere and Society; Political Ecology: Culture, Politics, and Environmental Change; Advanced Topics in Environmental Studies; Political Economies of Food and Agriculture; Violent Environments and Green Security: Understanding Environmental Violence and Conflict; Food, Agriculture, and Society; The Science of Climate Change; and Terrestrial Biogeochemistry.
	Text226: 50
	Text227: Eleven of Goucher's 22 departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes. Two programs offer these courses as well. 
	Text228: Goucher doesn’t have a formal/written sustainable purchasing policy, but employees are encouraged to purchase "green" products.  For example, when employees purchase their office supplies from OfficeMax,  the first option is a link to recycled products.In 2008, Goucher’s Facilities Management Services (FMS) switched to using Green Seal-certified cleaning and paper products when available.To reduce campus energy consumption, Goucher College enacted a policy in 2007 that requires the purchase of Energy Star-certified equipment whenever the equipment was available.
	Text229: 90
	Text230: 
	Text231: Throughout campus the college uses paper with a content of 10 percent to 40 percent recycled materials. About 80 percent of the paper purchased by the college is FSC certified.
	Text232: No.
	Text233: No. 
	Text234: Yes.
	Text235: Goucher participates in the Baltimore Collegetown consortium, which provides a shuttle service to area colleges and attractions free of charge to students with college IDs. The shuttle uses 1 percent biodiesel in its buses, which were purchased new. (However, the buses were not purchased specifically for Goucher's contract; they had been used on another service prior to being awarded this contract). 
	Text236: <1
	Text237: Goucher has one electric cart. 
	Text238: Goucher started a community bike program in spring 2008; however, the college experienced difficulty in maintaining the 10-bike fleet. After examining how to make the program a viable alternative-transportation initiative, the college plans to relaunch the program in fall 2011. 
	Text239: The college is located in a suburb of Baltimore City that is serviced by several Maryland Transit Administration bus lines. There are also two light rail stops in the nearby vicinity. One incentive program is the Gopher-A-Ride Together carpooling program for community members, which includes designated carpool parking spots in a premium location. Goucher is also a member of the Zipcar University Partner Program. Two hybrid Zipcars have been available to Goucher community members since August 2008. They have designated spots at a premium parking location. 
	Text240: 
	Text241: Unknown. Goucher is predominately a residential college, with 84 percent of students living in on-campus housing (excluding those studying abroad).
	Text242: 
	Text243: Unknown, but as part of our draft Climate Action Plan, the college will work on developing a system to monitor this. 
	Text244: 37
	Text245: The rate is due to our recycling efforts and our new large-scale composting program. See question 2 to learn more our recycling efforts and question 4 for more information about the composting program.
	Text246: Properly marked recycling containers are located in all the dorm common rooms and trash rooms around campus, and there are many recycling containers placed around the college grounds. Additionally, all administrative offices on campus were given recycling bins in which to recycle newspaper, computer and Xerox paper, mail, paper boxes, catalogs, magazines, and phone books. 
	Text247: Yes. 
	Text248: In 2009, FMS began a large-scale composting program to divert  waste from going into the landfill. Goucher partnered with Waste Neutral Group, a sustainable waste management company, to collect all of the pre- and post-consumer waste produced in campus dining halls. Three of Goucher’s dining halls are equipped with designated containers and special bags both in the dining hall and in the kitchen areas to capture all food waste from the dining halls and kitchens. The college has placed signage in each location to guide students, staff, and faculty through the process. One dining hall uses china and silverware only, the other two dining halls use all compostable and biodegradable plates, containers, drink cups, and utensils. Outside of each dining hall is a specially designated food waste container that the food waste is collected in. Three times a week our food waste contractor picks up the food waste and takes it back to their site to begin the composting program. Depending on the pounds of waste that is collected, the college gains composting points, which equal actual compost. The college can redeem the compost or give it away. This year our compost will return to Goucher and be used by our Ag-Coop Club students in our community garden.
	Text249: Goucher has not committed to any specific waste-reduction goals, but recycling and reusing materials are highly recommended and are an important aspect of Goucher's overall environmental sustainability efforts. 
	Text250: At the end of every fall semester there is a clothing and winter coat drive. Several students have their own clothing/furniture/book swap . We also host a yearly “Donation Drive” in May. We have six drop-off locations set up around campus for students to donate unwanted clothing, canned goods, cleaning supplies, books, etc. Students e-mail the Facilities Management Department to pick up large furniture items. The items are free to anyone who needs something they find donated; the remainder of the goods are sorted and donated to charities, churches, soup kitchens, Goodwill, and other groups and organizations. 
	Text251: Yes, at  http://www.goucher.edu/x7710.xml and at www.goucher.edu/green.
	Text252: Yes, Goucher created the Goucher Environmental Sustainability Advisory Council to oversee campus environmental initiatives and events. The council consists of students, faculty, and staff members who volunteer their time and meet several times a year. 
	Text253: Yes, when the college begins planning for building renovation and construction projects, it  evaluates the building systems on a life-cycle basis.
	Text254: President Sanford J. Ungar signed the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment in summer 2007. Within a year of signing the commitment, participating colleges and universities must complete an inventory of all their greenhouse gas emissions. Within two years, they must develop comprehensive institutional plans, interim goals, deadlines, and tracking systems for becoming “climate-neutral” — reducing or offsetting all greenhouse gas production to create a “neutral” effect on global warming. Goucher has just completed its greenhouse gas emissions inventory and is adapting its draft Climate Action Plan. The plan calls for a reduction of 20 percent of the college's green house gas emissions by 2020. 
	Text255: Yes. 
	Text256: Despite a steady increase in square footage, Goucher has reduced its Scope 1 and 2 emissions per square foot by 17 percent from 1996 to 2010. In addition, the college has reduced its GHG emissions per square foot by 11 percent from 2009 to 2010, despite adding an additional 120,472 square feet of building space. Overall, however, the college's GHG emissions have increased since 1996, yet have remained relatively stable since 2003. 
	Text257: Goucher does not share information about the endowment, other than its size. 
	Text258: The college invests in a fund of funds, so the specific investments are not easy to pin down.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 
	Text261: The college invests in a fund of funds, so the specific investments are not easy to pin down.
	Text262: Yes, it was the student eco groups who inspired the administration to create the Goucher Environmental Sustainability Advisory Council. The Green House launched the Clean Streams Project on campus, maintaining and monitoring the stream that runs through campus. The group also runs the annual Recylemania Art Showcase. The Campus Agricultural Co-op maintains the college's only organic garden and continues its on-campus composting operation. It also convinced the cafeteria to use cups, lids, and other items that are both compostable and made from natural materials. They have finished their garden shed, which is constructed from natural materials. The Goucher Climate Action Group has changed its name to Earthworks. It has worked to get students involved off campus, taking them to climate change and other environmental rallies in Washington, D.C., and Baltimore. Together, the groups have developed and sponsored the college's Earth Week events, including an annual sustainable beer and wine tasting. They have also been instrumental in creating Goucher's draft Climate Action Plan.
	Text263: Yes, this year Goucher participated in the nationwide Recyclemania event in the benchmark division. Goucher’s results for the 2011 competition was 58,151 pounds of recycling and food waste were diverted from the landfill.    
	Text264: Yes, based on maintaining specified forest buffers, stormwater management controls, etc. 
	Text265: Yes, in 2008 Goucher’s Facilities Management Services (FMS) switched to using Green Seal-certified cleaning and paper products when available. Green Seal is a nonprofit organization that uses science-based standards to set environmental standards for products. Goucher also uses low volatile organic compound (VOC) paint and carpets. Also, most of the college's HVAC systems are designed to enhance the fresh air intake to applicable systems. 
	Text266: Goucher offers a field ecology laboratory (BIO 241) class that uses the campus forest as a “laboratory.” Much of the semester is spent learning to identify forest trees and other plants and determining species diversity and abundance. In addition, there is a field trip to coastal salt marsh habitats, where students learn to identify organisms, quantify them, and observe their behavior. Tropical Marine Biology in Honduras (BIO 272G) is an intensive course abroad where students learn to identify more than 100 species of fish, seaweeds, corals, and other invertebrates. Students also learn about the ecology of marine habitats and the interactions among species inhabiting these areas. Offered in cooperation with Antioch College, Brazilian Ecosystems is a semester-long program that combines lectures, field work, language study, and a four-week internship in one intensive exploration of the ecosystems of Brazil. The classes include Ecology and Biodiversity of Brazil, Brazilian Natural Resource Management, and a field internship.
	Text267: The Mellon Summer Sustainability Institute is a week-long faculty development workshop on sustainability, in which faculty learn about nature, ecosystems, and the environment through field trips to local settings. The college also offers several study-abroad programs -- specifically Honduras: Tropical Marine Biology, Costa Rica: Global-Local Challenges to Sustainability, and Brazil: Brazilian Ecosystems -- that include a number of experiential learning opportunities, such as extracurricular trips to different ecosystems.
	Text268: The Goucher Environmental Sustainability Advisory Council completed its draft Climate Action Plan, setting a goal to decrease the college's GHG emissions 20 percent by 2020.Goucher's Facility Management Services relaunched its bike leasing program. Faculty, students, and staff were given the option to rent out one of 15 bikes for the semester at a cost of $20. The program will continue over the summer. During the spring semester, Bon Appétit Management Company, Goucher’s dining services provider, began using fair-trade-certified baking chocolate, mixed salad greens from urban farms, and locally sourced Chesapeake Bay Roasting Company coffee.Cordillera Fair Trade Certified™ Baking Chocolate. The Columbian farmers who grow and manufacture Cordillera Chocolate receive a fair price for their beans, as well as fair-trade premiums to use for schools, medical clinics, clean water systems, and skills training in their communities. Bon Appétit also began offering Chesapeake Bay Roasting Company (CBRC) coffee at the Van in Van Meter Hall. The CBRC established the H2O Initiative, a community-outreach program that protects and preserves water. The CBRC pledges to use 2 percent of all its annual coffee sales to support organizations that are helping to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The college also began offering mixed greens produced by Big City Farms. Big City Farms is a private venture designed to make small-scale farming economically viable by creating citywide networks of farmers who can then sell to larger customers. The group also provides training and technological resources to farmers. The caps and gowns Goucher seniors will be wearing for Commencement this year are made from 100 percent post-consumer plastic bottles. GreenWeaver uses about 23 bottles to make one gown, which is softer than traditional gowns. The company is trying to dress 300,000 students in its gowns to prevent 7 million plastic bottles from reaching landfills.
	Text269: Greenlight Biofuels awarded Goucher a certificate of appreciation for recycling 1,965 gallons of waste cooking oil. The amount is equivalent to 1,376 gallons of biodiesel fuel, 23,818 pounds of carbon dioxide offset, and 378 planted trees. The college donates its fryer oil to Greenlight Biofuels for recycling into biofuel. The company owns the largest biodiesel plant in Maryland. Two groups of students have paired up with Goucher's Facilities Management Services department to gather data on future efficiency projects. One group is comparing the benefits of installing solar panels to heat the college's indoor pool versus installing a high-efficiency water heater. The other group is performing a cost-benefit analysis of switching to LED lighting in all campus buildings. The college completed a campus-wide usage and efficiency analysis of its printers and copiers. Staff members are now developing a plan to reduce the amount of printers and copiers on campus and to upgrade older devices to more energy-efficient models.The college has begun replacing all of its street lights with more efficient LED lights.  The college has also began examining the possibility of switching to a completely online document managing system. The system would create files for all administrative documents online and make them available to multiple users, drastically reducing the need to print.


