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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Hampshire College
	Text164: Elaine Thomas, director of communications
	Text165: (413) 559-5482
	Text166: ethomas@hampshire.edu
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	Text189: Hampshire has installed two photo voltaic arrays, one 36kw and another 5kw on a Leed gold building.
	Text190: We have 120kw cogeneration that heats 41kw solar voltaic.
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Our new 7,000-square-foot Ken Burns Wing of our Jerome Liebling Film/Photo Center was certified LEED Gold.
	Text193: 95-98
	Text194: We use hardly any water for landscaping. If necessary, we use water from a campus pond to irrigate vegetable fields (100% from pond). If necessary, we water, very sparingly, one soccer field and two beds of flowers at college entrance signs, using town water. (Therefore, estimating 95 to 98% from pond.) Water conservation measures have been installed in all of our residences.
	Text195: 98
	Text196: 
	Text197: 80
	Text198: As we replace appliances, Energy Star models are installed.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 3 to 5
	Text202: Coupled with renovations, but also lighting retrofits, in a key central building (Robert Crown Center). By converting to higher-efficiency lighting, we reduced the amount of energy required to light the main gymnasium and pool areas by an estimated 40%. The overall impact to the building's electrical energy consumption was an estimated 3 to 5%.Energy reductions webpage www.hampshire.edu/offices/14460.htmAll buildings scheduled for renovations undergo an energy efficiency review, with repairs and replacement of building systems, and energy conversions, as appropriate and feasible
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 70
	Text206: Our energy management system gives us means to monitor and control the electrical and gas energy that we use to heat and cool buildings. Our Energy Manager uses this system and the data produced to optimize occupant comfort while minimizing energy consumption. All of our major buildings and about 70% of our total buildings are on our energy management system.
	Check Box207: Yes
	Check Box208: Off
	Text209: N/A
	Text210: We do not currently have the equipment in place to monitor our water consumption by individual building.
	Text211: 18 (58)
	Text212: Approximately half of Hampshire's students eat in the cafeteria; the other half life in apartment-style "mods" and prepare their own meals. Eighty percent of the students who live in "mods" buy Hampshire College Farm Center CSA shares, so that the percentage of TOTAL food w/in 100 miles (and not just half who use cafeteria) would be up to 58%. The 18% figure is "cafeteria" data for that half of our students who do use our campus Dining Services.
	Text213: 8 (70)
	Text214: Again, answering the question as asked: "USDA-certified" organic in cafeteria is 8 percent. However, 20 CSA shares purchased from our Farm Center by the cafeteria are not USDA-certified organic, but produced through sustainable and organic farming methods. That figure would be higher, estimated up to around 70%.
	Text215: Yes. We source sustainable seafood and partner with both the Marine Stewardship Council and the Global Aquaculture Alliance.
	Text216: Meat  purchases total approximately $245,000. Approximately 330,000 cafeteria meals. Some of meat purchased is produced sustainably, both free-range and grass-fed.
	Text217: Yes. We offer vegan and vegetarian options at every meal, as well as options for specific dietary needs, such as gluten-free.
	Text218: Yes. This is an area we are working on by emphasizing and promoting use of bulk water. We offer water in pitchers for catering and have water coolers available for staff. But, we do have bottled water available through catering if it is requested, and it is still sold in a campus cafe. Education around this issue is also being done during new student orientation, when each incoming student is presented (by a student group) with a refillable metal water container.
	Text219: Yes. Hampshire operates a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program. Using 15 acres of land, the CSA grows 40+ different organic vegetable crops that are distributed to 200 student, staff, and faculty households. In operation since 1992, the CSA involves a large proportion of our students as growers, harvesters, researchers, and consumers. Under direction of a full-time CSA manager, crops are produced by (4 to 5) summer interns, harvested by (40) fall work-study students, and consumed (up to 80%) by students living in on-campus apartments. Also, our Dining Service purchases 20 shares each fall for the students who eat in the college dining hall. During winter months, salad crops are grown in an unheated hoop house and sold, along with crops from our root cellar, at a student-run, on-campus farmer's market. We also have livestock and hay (on c. 110 acres), and we offer camps and summer programs. College classes use the Farm Center as a living laboratory to study a broad range of topics including soil science, microbiology, plant science, and entomology. Students also assist professors with research, or conduct their own academic research projects at the college's Farm Center.
	Text220: Yes. Each student completes an individualized program/major (no off-the-shelf "majors"). Students complete degrees in environmental studies, ecology, sustainable agriculture, architecture and environmental design, Peace and World Security Studies (energy, resources), human health and nutrition with a focus on food and sustainability, combinations of these and many more fields.
	Text221: Yes. Sustainable Living; Sustainable Technologies; Renewable Energy: Envisioning Hampshire's future; Sustainable Energy Water Resources; Biomass Energy/Biofuels; and many more.
	Text222: Yes. www.hampshire.edu/ns/essp.htm; www.hampshire.edu/admissions/environmental_studies.htm; www.hampshire.edu/admissions/geology.htm. 
	Text223: Faculty bios, pubs, and awards info at www.hampshire.edu/academics/faculty_bios.htm 1. Michael Klare (politics,oil,energy), author of "Resource Wars" and "Blood and Oil"; his "Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet: The New Geopolitics of Energy" is a textbook of the National War College (training for incoming U.S. generals) to which he has twice been invited as a special lecturer. 2. Charlene D'Avanzo (ecology), numerous NSF grants, NEON (National Ecological Observatory Network) Project, lead editor "Teaching Issues and Experiments in Ecology." 3. Dula Amarasiriwardena ("green" chemistry), Fulbright Senior Specialist Awards, NSF grants, trace metals research on Chile's Chinchorro mummies and the effect of arsenic-laden drinking water.  4. Steve Roof (earth/environmental science), NSF supported climate change research with undergraduates in High Arctic (Svalbard REU), heads College's Environmental Committee.
	Text224: Pls see Green Hampshire www.hampshire.edu/discover/14408.htm for overview.Farm Center www.hampshire.edu/academics/5728.htm; Lemelson Center, social entrepreneurship, assistive technology, international green projects www.hampshire.edu/academics/index_lemelson.htm; more on-campus resources www.hampshire.edu/academics/essp-links.htm.
	Text225: N/A. Hampshire does not have a core curriculum; our program is heavily interdisciplinary and personalized (each student completes an individualized course of study).
	Text226: 100
	Text227: Hampshire has five interdisciplinary Schools (rather than depts.). All five Schools offer such classes within their course offerings; specific courses vary from year to year. 
	Text228: Yes, Our purchasing policies include a Recycled Materials and Green Procurement Policy. Individual departments make decisions, with input from the Five Colleges Recycling Coordinator. Policy www.hampshire.edu/offices/14861.htm. Our purchasing policies focus on stewardship of the College's financial and other resources, an approach that inherently promotes sustainability.
	Text229: 100
	Text230: We are also working to continuously reduce the amount of paper used. (When possible, we use 100% recycled.)
	Text231: The College continues to reduce its volume of printed publications; for those still needed, it is the policy of College Communications to purchase 100% recycled FSC-certified paper as much as possible (almost all instances). 
	Text232: Yes. We purchase within the gold standard of EPEAT. Green computing information www.hampshire.edu/offices/14396.htm
	Text233: We purchase bulk to minimize packaging waste on items as possible, such as with selected dining hall vendors.
	Text234: Appropriate large orders (copiers/printers, computers) are delivered enabled. Computers are set up with power-saver settings.
	Text235: Yes. There is free bus service to the five colleges (Amherst, Hampshire, Mt. Holyoke, Smith, and University of Massachusetts) and towns (Amherst, Hadley, South Hadley and Northampton, MA) within the Five College consortium. The bus is funded by grants and the Five College consortium.
	Text236: N/A
	Text237: We do not have fleet vehicles that use sustainable biofuels, but there is a biofuel conversion system on our Farm Center that some individuals connected with the College use for their own vehicles.
	Text238: Hampshire is very much a "walking" campus, built over time with much open space and walkways. Our Yellow Bikes, a free bike-sharing program managed by students, allows any campus user to pick up a yellow bike and ride it to any location on campus. Bicycle racks and shelters are located at buildings on campus. Our Lemelson Center for student inventors and innovators allows for a build-your-own-bike program, and our Robert Crown Center has a bike repair shop through the Outdoor Programs and Recreational Athletics program; OPRA also sponsors bike trips. The College is located in an area that has many local bike trails. The College has a representative who works with the Town of Amherst and others in supporting the use of public transportation and bicycles through the development of a Comprehensive Master Plan and specific roadway projects. Public Safety is conducting a bike clinic on campus (coincidentally, it's today, even as I am typing this).
	Text239: Yes, we encourage use of the Five College bus system (incentive: it's free!). An on-campus student organization called New Leaf encourages ride shares for students. Frequent postings on the campus intranet/bulletin board for shared rides to airports and major cities.Hampshire and Five College carpooling hampedia.org/wiki/Hampshire_CarpoolingWe also have a partnership with Zipcar; Zipcars available to campus and local community.
	Text240: 9
	Text241: 
	Text242: UNK
	Text243: This data is not available, as employees have organized their own carpools; for survey data that we do have available, 75% of respondents reported a one-way commute of less than 20 miles. The Hampedia carpooling list is designed to serve faculty and staff as well as students https://hampedia.org/wiki/Hampshire_Carpooling
	Text244: 30+
	Text245: Hampshire recycled 30% of solid waste in FY2009-10 (routine solid waste being the sum of "dumpster" trash plus routine paper, cardboard, and bottle/can recycling). We also have extensive programs to recycle or compost food waste (about 4 cubic yards per week), landscape waste, farm wastes, scrap metal, construction debris, computer & electronic equipment, batteries, and fluorescent tubes — and those are NOT included in the 30% rate. (So the total % is much higher, but I do not have a final figure there.)
	Text246: Yes. In addition to those in student areas and community spaces, each office has a deskside recycling bin for paper. Bottle and can recycling bins in academic and administrative buildings are available centrally in break rooms, kitchenettes, or near vending machines. Cardboard is left by office staff next to paper bins for recycling.
	Text247: Yes. Recycling bins and composting bins are provided at Hampshire's large events, such as orientation and commencement (we don't have traditional large sports events).
	Text248: Yes. Hampshire collects about 4 cubic yards of food waste from its dining hall and from the apt.-style "mods" (where students typically prepare their own meals). This food waste is picked up by a local hauler and transported to a nearby farmer, who composts the food waste and re-sells finished compost to other farmers throughout the region.
	Text249: Yes. Hampshire is committed to continuously decreasing waste, working toward the Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Protection's goal of reducing waste to an irreducible minimum. For decades, Hampshire has had one of the lowest per-capita waste generation totals among peer schools throughout the country. For example, according to the Five College Recycling Coordinator, "in FY2009-10, Hampshire generated only about 340 pounds of trash per student, between 75 and 150 pounds per student less each year than the other four colleges within the Five College consortium."
	Text250: Yes. For 15+ years College programs to collect clothing, household items when students move out. Also, various collection programs by student organizations to donate or resell contributed student belongings. Plus, in addition to traditional paper, bottle/can recycling, we maintain separate recycling areas for clothing, household items, electronics, lamps, furniture.
	Text251: Yes. Environmental Sustainability has been chosen by the entire College community as a key area of emphasis for Hampshire's Strategic Plan. The plan, currently in process to be finalized, will be available online following board approval (anticipated in summer 2011).Within the Hampshire College 2001 Sustainable Campus Plan, the plan's mission is to: "Advance the college’s distinctive educational program by modeling how the campus and community can be a laboratory for experimentation and demonstration of sustainable development principles; "Strengthen the college as an educational enterprise that is itself sustainable, qualitatively and financially."2001 Sustainable Campus Plan www.hampshire.edu/archives/8173.htm#47c
	Text252: Yes. Hampshire has an Environmental Committee chaired by a professor and comprised of students, faculty, staff, and administrators. Committee membership is determined by a combination of elected and appointed positions.Partial employer of the Five College Recycling Coordinator (full-time among campuses).
	Text253: Yes. We routinely do life-cycle cost analysis for every relevant building system for both renovation and new construction.
	Text254: Yes. The College is a signatory of the College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment. What is distinctive about Hampshire's approach is that our plan is being developed and written in a process that is including contributions from student research and writing as part of academic coursework, integrating learning experiences. This academic work is being done in collaboration with the Environmental Committee.
	Text255: Yes. The college has completed its second greenhouse-gas-emissions audit.
	Text256: Yes, Hampshire has achieved an 8% reduction in total annual carbon emissions since 2004. Our 2009 emissions: 8,570 MTCDE, or approximately one-third lower than the national average of 15.07 MTCDE.Energy reductions information www.hampshire.edu/offices/14460.htmCarbon sequestration through our highly wooded and organically managed campus.
	Text257: Hampshire's updated investment policy and its environmental, social, and government (ESG) investing policy will be posted online upon approval by the Board of Trustees.
	Text258: Guidance on investments related to environmental issues is provided to money managers through the ESG (SRI) policy. Two such committees exist, the board of trustees' investment committee and a campus committee on investing responsibility that passes recommendations to the investment committee.
	Text259: N/A
	Text260: UNK
	Text261: Our investments are managed with a commitment to strong overall environmental, social, and governance (ESG) factors.
	Text262: Environmental education and awareness, internationally: Release of an animated film (written and directed by professor) created by Hampshire students in a series of courses, with a powerful and educational environmental theme. "The Incident at Tower 37" was shown in 60+ film festivals (and won 20 awards). Released online for World Water Day 2011, it has already had 141,000+ views on Vimeo http://vimeo.com/20653610 and close to 60,000 on YouTube. Storyline: Tower 37 siphons every drop of water from a once-pristine lake; that is, until the station's steward realizes that it is slowly destroying an entire ecosystem. (We urge you to watch it!)Three Hampshire students (Evan Thaler-Null, Noah Kellerman, Schuyler Loth) organized a conference to provide support for young farmers in the Pioneer Valley region. The Growing Farmers Conference: Food, Agriculture & Awareness was a day of workshops and networking.Local Foods Initiative hampedia.org/wiki/Local_Foods_Initiative (Organizes Local Foods Fall Feast all-campus meal, Spring Jam food, campus education).       Community Garden hampedia.org/wiki/Community_Garden (Individual/communal plots located near the center of campus).    NEW LEAF hampedia.org/wiki/New_Leaf  (educational projects; work w/ Local Foods intern on waste reduction in dining hall).     International Lemelson appropriate technology projects: www.hampshire.edu/lemelson/14001.htm.
	Text263: Students involved in Power Shift (DC), training to be effective at policy change strategies.We are engaged in inquiry-based education, with many exciting environmental projects that touch regional and national communities. To give just a few examples of recent student projects: by first years—Analysis of Drinking Water from the Hopi Reservation; The Case for Hydrothermal Systems as the Origin of Life; Sea Turtle Conservation in the Caribbean; Heat Loss and the Window Quilt. By second and third year students—Four Horses and Several Thousand Corn Earthworms; Studies of Biodiversity and Forest Preservation; Relationships Between Ecology and Art. Senior thesis/projects—Survival and Triage of Cold-Stunned Stranded Kemp's ridely Sea Turtles; Ecology and Conservation of Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii) in Massachusetts; Wind Energy: Working Toward a Sustainable Energy Path; Federal Intervention in Environmental Affairs: A Case Study of Boston Harbor; Local Energy Politics: A Case Study of Northampton; Community Supported Agriculture: Farms of Tomorrow?; The Citizens' Guide to "Low-Level" Radioactive Waste in Massachusetts; Environmental Science and Video Production.
	Text264: Yes. Various areas of campus are protected from mowing, non-native planting, and building.Approximately 300 acres were identified in our 2001 Sustainable Master Plan to be preserved for forest and agriculture use: forested areas are used for teaching by the College's School of Natural Science; the remainder of this identified land is used as a working farm. 
	Text265: Yes. The College adheres to indoor air-quality guidelines established by local and state regulations, and is monitored through its energy management system. The College uses nontoxic cleaning supplies. This practice is monitored by our Manager of Custodial Services.
	Text266: Yes. Numerous academic courses across our curriculum include outdoor and field-learning experiences (e.g., Sustainable Landscape Practicum; Agriculture, Food, and Health; Sustainable Technology), as do academic centers and programs such as Agricultural Studies/Farm Center, the U.S. Southwest and Mexico Program, and the Environmental Studies and Sustainability Program. See Earth Resources for one great example of what we do academically with the outdoors http://www.hampshire.edu/news/multimedia.htm?video=51.
	Text267: Yes. Hampshire's Outdoors Program and Recreational Athletics (OPRA) offers an extensive array of courses, off-campus opportunities, and extracurricular activities  OPRA www.hampshire.edu/studentlife/index_opra.htmOPRA Facebook www.facebook.com/pages/Amherst-MA/Hampshire-College-OPRA/145202276856Five College Outdoor Festival http://www.hampshire.edu/opra/10139.htmCourses include Social Justice in Outdoor Education, SOLO Wilderness First Responder, Outdoor Adventure Sampler, and Outdoor Leadership.
	Text268: Hampshire partnered with Zipcar, making more sustainable transportation available to the campus and local community.Launching an "alumni college" in June (weekend gathering of alums) focusing on education and issues around Food, Farm, and Sustainability. Will bring together key faculty and alums who were instrumental in founding Hampshire College Farm Center.Launching a summer academic program focused on Food, Farm, and Sustainability.Much education and messaging around Food, Farm, and Sustainability—theme of last alumni mag, topic of gallery photography exhibit, etc.Students in Jan term course created a large, portable solar charging station for campus. With pop-out tables and seating, it can be used as an outdoor workstation while students recharge computers, phones, etc.Successfully completed installation of photovoltaic panels in our Arts Village; placed upon a renovated metal canopy that otherwise would have been removed, as re-use is a sustainability emphasis.New (rebuilt) greenhouse attached to a residential building. Student-led project. Will grow plants and herbs for dining in apts. on campus, and students will lead educational sessions related to vegetable growing. 
	Text269: See Green Hampshire pages for an overview www.hampshire.edu/discover/14408.htmHampshire has a canopy walkway high in the trees of a wooded area on campus, allowing students, professors, and campers to study habitats of birds, insects, etc.College programs frequently work with community organizations on projects related to sustainability. One example: Our Community Partnerships for Social Change program works with Nuestras Raices, a grassroots organization in nearby Holyoke, MA, that promotes social and community development through urban agriculture.Two professors are among three faculty leaders of Riverscaping Project, a Five College project to explore creative sustainable approaches by communities alongside the Connecticut River.  Involved in Five College Sustainability Studies program; Hampshire College farm utilized.Environmental activist Winona LaDuke selected by graduating class as 2011 commencement speaker.Nutritional food/cooking classes using Farm Center produce and local farming alumni as teaching mentors, offered through student life.Environmental responsibility and sustainability initiatives have been part of the culture and ethos of Hampshire College since its opening in fall 1970. Projects undertaken by institutions with far greater financial resources were often pioneered at Hampshire (developing models that then become part of the larger higher ed landscape is part of the founding philosophy and mission of Hampshire). Hampshire's flexible academic program enables professors to develop innovative courses and makes it possible for students and professors to pursue projects that could not be as easily incorporated into more traditional educational models; environmental sustainability is often a part of this. Examples of student projects www.hampshire.edu/discover/14425.htmFrom our Community Supported Agriculture program www.hampshire.edu/academics/5735.htm to maple syrup season, to lambing season, to an heirloom seed program, the Hampshire College Farm Center provides learning opportunities in agriculture, environmental studies, and sustainable living, as well as participation in ongoing research and farm enterprises. Professors incorporate the Farm Center into course work and community connections, also. Example:  a class worked with public school elementary students—who picked vegetables from the gardens on the farm alongside college students—on nutritional analyses, and we give CSA produce to that school so that its students hold their own fundraising Farmer's Market (we donate an estimated 4,000 pounds each year). www.hampshire.edu/academics/5728.htm A network of Hampshire alumni who are farmers or in related professional fields has grown from our campus farm program. Hampshire's Farm Center is to be featured as one of 15 of the most influential college farms in North America in "Fields of Learning: The Student Farm Movement in North America" (University Press of Kentucky).Students and faculty working in our Lemelson Center develop innovations and inventions related to sustainability and to appropriate technology for developing countries. www.hampshire.edu/academics/index_lemelson.htmHampshire's influence in the world—and in sustaining our world — is far larger than its size and resources might indicate: Among alumni of Hampshire College are pioneers in founding environmentally-friendly and socially-responsible businesses, with an approach that often grew directly out of work and projects completed as part of a Hampshire education. To cite but a few of our (approx. 10,000) alums, who are highly visible in the culture: founders of Stonyfield Yogurt (Gary Hirshberg), Seventh Generation (Jeffrey & Sheila Hollender), and Greasecar (a senior project in the Lemelson Center by Justin Carven); distinguished scientist researching climate change in Antarctica (Eric Steig); recycling program director for the city of Boston (Susan Cascino); Earth Day New York organizer (Pamela Lippe); research director Greenpeace (Kert Davies); past president of the Ecological Society of America (Nancy Grimm); filmmaker of 'National Parks: America's Best Idea' (Ken Burns); noted outdoor writer Jon Krakauer and authors of 'Force of Nature' (Edward Humes, Pulitzer-winning journalist), 'The Earth Knows My Name' (Patricia Klindienst, selected as our opening convocation speaker for academic year), and 'Early Warming' (Nancy Lord, Alaska writer laureate).


