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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Marlboro College
	Text164: Matt Ollis, Co-Chair of the Environmental Advisory Committee
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	Text188: 
	Text189: 
	Text190: 
	Text191: 100
	Text192: No new buildings during this time.  However, a passive solar greenhouse built to a student design with community labor and using local materials is under construction.
	Text193: 100
	Text194: No water is used for campus landscaping.
	Text195: 80
	Text196: Around 75% at the undergraduate campus and 95% at the graduate campus.
	Text197: 75
	Text198: 
	Check Box199: 
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: ~15
	Text202: We are a year and a half into a continuing effort to comprehensively retrofit many campus buildings.  Measured annual energy use reduction so far is ~8% of the campus total compared to before the program started.
	Check Box203: 
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: Monitoring and recording the data, and making this available to the campus community, has been ongoing for several years.  This data is used by Plant Ops and the Environmental Adviosry Committee as one means to identify potential energy-saving opportunities.  
	Check Box207: Yes
	Check Box208: 
	Text209: 
	Text210: 
	Text211: 20
	Text212: This number is an estimate by weight rather than dollars. 
	Text213: 30
	Text214: This number is an estimate by weight rather than dollars. 
	Text215: No.
	Text216: We were not able to establish the dollar amount of meat purchases in time for submission.  However, the weight of meat (including fish, about 10% of the total) purchased is around 18,000lb  There are approximately 75,000 meals served in the Dining Hall each year (giving an average of a little under 4oz of meat (purchased, not after preparation) per meal). 

Sustainably produced meat is not purchased as a general rule, however there are special events such as the local-food-based meal to begin Marlboro's 10:10:10 five day global work party in October 2010 that featured organic chickens and sausages raised and processed on small farms within ten miles of campus. 
	Text217: Yes.
	Text218: The main dining hall does not, nor does it serve soft drinks or juices in bottles.  The much smaller coffee shop does sell bottled water and there are also several water coolers around campus.
	Text219: Yes.  The "Marlboro College Victory Garden" is a student-run organic enterprise now in its eighth year. As well as the site of the Victory Garden, there are many fruit trees on campus and a local farmer collects sap from campus trees to produce maple syrup.  
	Text220: Yes.  We offer degrees in Environmental Studies. All of our degree fields may be modified to reflect more accurately the work the student has done.  Current and recent examples with an environmental slant include PHILOSOPHY/Environmental ethics and bioethics, BIOLOGY/Ecology and BIOLOGY/Sustainable Agriculture.  Many other students have a significant environmental component to their work without it being explicitly mentioned in their degree title, for example a recent student in ECONOMICS and PHILOSOPHY is examining issues of resource management and land preservation. The Graduate Center offers an MBA in Managing for Sustainability.
	Text221: As a liberal arts college we do not offer courses in engineering. However, students design their own curriculum within the constraints of faculty expertise and a number of students pursue work in issues of sustainability, including sustainable technologies. Alec Koumjian '10 worked in wind energy within Computer Science and Physics, supported by an internship in renewable energy technology. We teach a courses and tutorials on Marlboro's environmental impact that look at energy efficiency and related topics.  This Fall the lab component of the General Chemistry class will investigate biofuels. 
	Text222: Yes. Ungerdraduate: http://www.marlboro.edu/academics/study/environmental_studies/.  Graduate (MBA in Mangaing for Sustainability): http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/courses.
	Text223: Jenny Ramstetter is regarded for her knowledge of Vermont's endangered species. William Edelglass is co-editor of the journal "Environmental Philosophy" and of the book "Faces of Nature: Levinasian Ethics and Environmental Philosophy". The MBA faculty features many faculty leaders in sustainability including Ralph Meima (Program Director) who has written widely on environmental management and policy, Barbara Charkey, working on college campus sustainability, John Ehrenfeld, author of Sustainability by Design, and Bill Baue, Pat Davidson, Tom Grasso, John Fabel, Dave Timmons, Beverly Winterscheid,.. see http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/faculty for details.
	Text224: A flagship course at the Graduate Center is the MBA in Managing for Sustainability. http://gradschool.marlboro.edu/academics/mba/
	Text225: There are no core curriculum requirements for undergraduate students at Marlboro in any field. 
	Text226: 100
	Text227: Marlboro does not have academic departments, but divides the curriculum into four areas: Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Natural Sciences.  Each offers environment-related classes.
	Text228: There is no formal purchasing policy in place beyond acting in accordance with our environmental mission statement (see 8.1).  To help and encourage those with purchasing power to make environmentally aware choices there have been several seminars on the practicalities of purchasing in a sustainable way. 
	Text229: 75
	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes.  All paper is Forest Stewardship Council or Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified. Furthermore, agreements with outside printing contractors require 100% post-consumer recycled content and use of soy/vegetable inks whenever available. (for college stationery, business cards, print publications, etc.)
	Text232: Yes.  Since January 2009 all of our computer purchases have been (and will continue to be) EPEAT certified.  PC Desktops are EPEAT gold (energy star 5) and PC laptops are EPEAT silver (energy star 5).  All Apple purchases are EPEAT gold (energy star 5).
	Text233: As a small institution with a correspondingly small purchasing budget, we do not have packaging agreements. This gives us the flexibility to shop responsibly on a case by case basis.
	Text234: Yes. For example, LCD monitors have phased out CRTs and now LED-backlit monitors, processors with high thermal efficiency and, in the near future, solid-state storage media are being introduced.  We now have six digital imagers that use less resources and energy than ink jet printers and two have a scan-to-pdf function to reduce printing.
	Text235: Yes.  There is a free bus service throughout the day between our undergraduate campus (which is in an isolated rural area) and the nearest town.  The weekday daytime services are provided by a private non-profit organization supported by public funds and evening, weekend and other supplementary runs are provided by the college. The undergraduate campus is small enough to walk everywhere comfortably; no around-campus service is required. The Graduate Center is located downtown and within walking distance of most amenities needed.
	Text236: 30
	Text237: This number covers vehicles available for students, staff and faculty transport, but excludes Plant Ops vehicles such as dump trucks.  A further 10% (one vehicle) is flex-fuel compatible but no regular local source for this fuel has yet been found. 
	Text238: Step 1: Being tiny.  The campus is small and the parking lots are on the periphery.  Once here, walking is the easiest and most efficient way to get around.

Bicycles are available to all community members to borrow for no fee.  The same is true of cross-country skis and snowshoes which are a more practical choice for a large portion of the academic year.  We maintain a trail system so that students, staff and faculty in the area can ride, walk or ski to school.Cars are not allowed to park on the main campus.  Resident students may have cars but they often sit unused for weeks at a time.
	Text239: 70% of students live on campus and the distance from their bed to their classroom is less than the distance from the parking lot to the classroom.  The majority of the rest of students and many staff and faculty live on the bus route described in 6.1 and this service is well used.

The college is participating in Way To Go Vermont (www.waytogovt.org) to jumpstart a more formal ongoing carpooling network.
	Text240: 15
	Text241: 
	Text242: 85
	Text243: 
	Text244: 10
	Text245: This figure is not known with any certainty and represents my best guess from looking at how the recycling and composting systems are currently functioning. 
	Text246: Almost!  Our previous system is in the process of being replaced with a unified campus recycling system that covers the entire campus in (we hope) an effective and easy-to-use way.  It will be launched in May 2011.
	Text247: Yes.
	Text248: Yes.  This is a student-led community effort to reduce the waste stream from the Dining Hall and provide compost for the organic farm. All community members participate in Dining Hall Duty, which includes taking out compost, once a semester.  This year the effort has grown to cover kitchen waste as well as front-of-house waste. The Graduate Center also composts in-house waste and at larger events partners with a restaurant to use their commercial composting contract.
	Text249: While we are commited to reducing waste, and initiatives such as the above-mentioned recycling and composting ones have been put in place, no goals have been set.
	Text250: Yes.  At the end of each semester the Community Service Committee organises a campus-wide donation scheme.  There are collections from each dorm.
	Text251: We have an environmental mission statement, adopted in 2006: Marlboro College, in advancing its mission, acknowledges and celebrates the inherent connections between the educational work we do and the places where we do that work-on campus and in our local and global communities.  Recognizing its role and responsibility as an environmental leader, Marlboro College commits to limiting its environmental footprint by using energy efficiently and resources wisely.  We, its resident and affiliate members, shall foster among ourselves a sense of stewardship for the natural resources on which we depend and educate ourselves and others about the opportunities and obligations we share as citizens of a sustainable world.
	Text252: In August 2010 two full-time "Student Life Coordinators with a focus on Sustainability" were added to the staff of the college.  Approximately half of each of their roles is dedicated to work akin to that of a "sustainability coordinator".  

In addition, there are two committees charged with this and similar work.  The Environmental Advisory Committee to the President is concerned with long-range planning and education; the Environmental Quality Committee implements and manages day-to-day initiatives and practices.  Other people and groups are involved with parts too.  For example, the Farm Committee grows organic food and manages the compost heaps, the Staff Task Force is examining options for a more formal carpool arrangement and the Community Service Committee arranges a donation scheme at the end of each semseter to get unwanted clothes and other items to a thrift store that supports a local hospice.

There are also three paid student positions in this field which together provide 19hrs/week of support.
	Text253: As with many issues in our small community, there is no formal policy. We do, however, do this.  There are two ongoing construction projects, both require no heating (one is a passive solar greenhosue and one is a storage space) and are being built with almost entirely local materials (including lumber logged by horse-power from our own land).  We have also recently retrofitted the two buildings that use the most heating oil on campus to reduce their energy use; the third highest oil user and the highest using dorm are currently being retrofitted; and several further buildings will be retrofitted over the coming year.
	Text254: We are committed to reducing our emissions (we are signatories to the Talloires Declaration, for example), however this has not yet been translated into a target-oriented framework.  We believe that our ongoing commitment is leading to reductions across all aspects of our operations, as reflected by the 8.7% reduction of carbon emissions from electricity and heating oil described in 8.6, and the audit mentioned in 8.5 will give us better means to track this and possibly introduce targets.  
	Text255: Via student-led academic work, this will be completed this semester (Spring 2011).
	Text256: A quick calculation from readily available data indicates that our carbon emissions from heating oil and electricity combined dropped 8.7% from 2004 to 2010 (the earliest and latest years for which I have easy access to data).  A more comprehensive and ongoing assessment system is under construction (see 8.5).
	Text257: Yes.  The information is contained in materials prepared for each meeting of the board of trustees.  It is discussed at open board meetings attended by faculty and student representatives.  In addition, the financial administration maintains an "open door" policy, providing members of the college community opportunity to inquire about financial operations and structure, including the endowment.
	Text258: There is not, at this time, a separate committee that considers these issues.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: ??
	Text261: We have an anecdotal sense of a growing awareness of renewable energy and clean technology among some companies represented in our endowment portfolio, but we do not have an objective measure of that focus.
	Text262: Chrissy Raudonis '11 participatied in an internship on a sustainable farm in Argentina last year.  Several students over the last five years have participated in ecovillage study-abroad programs, most commonly those run by Living Routes.  

Kenny Card '10 did his advanced work in sustainable architecture and designed a greenhouse for the farm; he is currently raising funds and collecting materials and we hope to build it this year.  

Nicole Hade MBA '10 was honored by the sixth Women of Innovation awards program - which recognizes women in the workforce who are innovators, role models and leaders in the technology, science and engineering fields - for her pioneering work in sustainability initiatives at Hamilton Sundstrand.  

Elham Shahidi '01 co-founded a permaculture farm in Mexico: www.finca3mundos.org.  

MBA students Robert Hart and Laura Zeppieri created a Net Impact chapter. Net Impact is a nonprofit membership organization for students, faculty and alumnus from the MBA in Managing for Sustainability program who are interested in using business skills in support of various social and environmental causes. Each month the chapter holds public events at the Graduate School in Brattleboro, Vermont. Programs and networking events focus on topics such as corporate social responsibility, social entrepreneurship, nonprofit management, international development, and environmental sustainability. This summer the Chapter is planning a Farm-to-Table dinner, held at a local farm and catered by MBA student Tristan Toleno, who is a local foods entrepreneur and activist. MBA in Managing for Sustainability students Lauren Koch, Kathleen Draper, Bonnie Sigwalt and Robert Hart entered the Net Impact xpedx challenge, and their team was selected as one of the three national finalists (along with NC State and Michigan). xpedx, the world’s largest distributor of printing papers, graphic supplies, and equipment by revenue and volume challenged members of the Net Impact community to develop a sustainability scorecard and vendor survey that measures environmental practices at xpedx’s various suppliers. Each team will make a webinar presentation to xpedx representatives on May 16.The winning presenter will receive a cash prize of $5,000, plus a travel stipend to travel to Loveland, Ohio to present their ideas at xpedx headquarters. MBA in Managing for Sustainability student Don Simms traveled with a group of his classmates to Malawi Africa last summer, on a trip led by MBA faculty Beverly Winterscheid. They spent almost two weeks living at Toleza Farms, a 4000 acre sustainable farm located in southern Malawi that employs about 700 citizens. While staying at the farm they studied the agricultural and social initiatives of Toleza Farms, and advised the owner on key sustainable business operations. Don has just completed his Capstone project, “Emerging Organic or Specialty Markets for the Sustained Economic Vitality of the Toleza Agricultural Enterprise, located in Malawi, Africa” and shared his findings with the owner of the Toleza Farms.

	Text263: Drew Tanabe '11 attended the UN Climate Negotitations in Copenhagen as a representative of SustainUS: Youth for Sustainable Development. 
	Text264: Yes.  The main undergraduate campus consists of approximately 330 acres. Of the 330 acres, 65 are developed. The undeveloped portions of the campus are comprised of two categories. 130 acres are enrolled in the State of Vermont Forest Management program and have conservation easements on them. These areas are maintained for forest health, timber yield and managed by a forester. The remaining 135 undeveloped acres are not in a management program and work is ongoing towards establishing them as an ecological reserve.
	Text265: We purchase nontoxic cleaning supplies and so on and the audit of each campus building completed in 2009 considered air quality issues (and led to us making some improvements).  It's not "mandated policy," it's just what we do.
	Text266: The MBA program includes "Nature as Mentor" activities throughout the program. Each July our Friday night sustainability "speaker" is a Nature as Mentor experiential activity for faculty and students.   The General Biology Lab studies a local pond and maps local vernal pools.  Natural History of VT: Each class is predominantly outside exploring the natural world around us. Students are asked to chose one system of interest (Fungi, Birds, Trees, etc.) and to learn as much as they can about the taxa as well as to be able to identify species.  Ecology & Ecology Lab: In this class we go over ecological theories and principles and then provide students with opportunities to use methods of collecting data in the field as well as designing their own studies.

	Text267: The Outdoor Program provides equipment and expertise for hiking, camping, rock climbing, ice climbing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, canoeing, kayaking and whitewater rafting. On winter and spring breaks there are typically several trips scheduled for outdoor recreation and service-learning opportunities. New students all participate in a fully-funded orientation experience, many of which include outdoor activities.
	Text268: The Grad School building recently worked with Chuck Clerici of Efficiency Vermont to upgrade its chilller. Chuck discussing a radio interview on this topic: “On the air I referenced this project being equivalent to removing 30 homes from the grid - that's using an average of 6,000 kWh per year per house, which is not scientific but reasonably accurate for Vermont. It has been a privilege to work with Dan Cotter and Marlboro College.  The project just completed in December.  So we look forward to monitoring results and possibly looking for some press on this project in the spring/summer.”  Estimated first-year savings are $14,600 with an estimated simple pay-back period of 1.9 years.

The campus-wide energy retrofitting program has completed work on two of the largest energy using buildings on campus since Spring 2011 and work continues.

Work is almost complete on a new recycling system.  This will be launched soon.

Lots of action has taken place around the broad topic of sustainability with relation to food.  Some changes are big (a switch of vegetable supplier for the Dining Hall to a distributer that specialises in local organic food from small farmers) and some are small (replacing the disposable salt and pepper shakers with refillable ones).  A few other items of note here: we went trayless in the Dining Hall, the community-run organic farm continues to grow both on its site and is initiating edible plantings all over campus, and we held a super-local dinner open to the whole community without charge featuring only food grown on or very close to campus.

In October 2010 we held a five-day global work party as part of 350.org's 10:10:10 campaign. Projects were both practical (planting berry bushes, clothes-repair workshops,...) and educational (movie screenings, visiting speakers,...).

We have hired two Student Life Coordinators with a Focus in Sustainability, giving about the equivalent of a full-time position to perform many of the duties often associated with the title "sustainability coordinator" at other institutions.

An class in Fall 2010 examined the question "How environmentally sustainable is Marlboro College?" and students participated in the 10:10:10 global work party and proposed several other initiatives.  The evaluation piece is continuing this semester in tutorial and an ecological footprint assessment will be released in May 2011.

Volunteer eco-stewards have been appointed to each building on campus charged with maintaining and encouraging environmentally responsible behaviour in that space.  Particular duties vary with the building but include maintaining recycling, encouraging people to close windows at night and turn off lights when not in a room, etc. 
	Text269: Marlboro College Graduate School will host the FIRST SLOW LIVING SUMMIT: A June 2011 conference on sustainability and social entrepreneurshipMarlboro College Graduate School is partnering with the Strolling of the Heifers festival and World Learning to create a Slow Living Summit, which will take place June 1-3 in Brattleboro. This regional conference with the theme of “Common Interests, Common Solutions, Common Good” will focus on topics of social and economic sustainability with the goal of exploring ways to build healthy, thriving local economies while encouraging, mentoring and supporting a new generation of activists, entrepreneurs and engaged citizens.The conference will kick off at the Grad School on June 1 with presentations by the ten finalists of the Food/Farm Business Plan Competition to potential investors, followed by the presentation of Competition awards by Governor Peter Shumlin (confirmation pending).Sessions in Food and Agriculture, Energy and Resources, Economy and Business, Education for Sustainability, and Quality of Life will take place at the Grad School all day June 2 & 3. Speakers are leaders in their field and include author and environmental activist Bill McKibben, U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, entrepreneurship guru Gary Hirshberg of Stonyfield Farm, Slow Food USA president Josh Viertel, Sustainable South Bronx founder Majora Carter, Vermont Secretary of Agriculture Chuck Ross, and Gardener’s Supply CEO Will Raap.

In Summer 2010 a two-day retreat was held to which faculty with an interest in Environmental Studies were invited.  One third of the faculty attended.  One result of this is a new introductory course to be taught in Fall 2011. 


