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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text188: 
	Text189: Note that this mix is based on information contained in PJM's annual State of the Market Report (provided by the University's electricity supplier).  However, the University's supplier is required by the State of Pennsylvania to produce (or offset) 6.2% of its production from renewable sources.  This 6.2% is not reflected above.
	Text190: The majority of the University's buildings are heated by a district steam system fueled by natural gas.  The University's steam production was formerly fueled primarily by coal via the Bellefield Boiler Plant, which is owned by a consortium of local institutions.  The University constructed and began operating its new Carrillo Street Steam Plant, a state-of-the-art natural gas-fired steam plant, in the winter of 2009/2010.  The new plant currently provides steam for approximately 50% of the University's steam load, with the remainder still being served by the Bellefield Boiler Plant.  The Bellefield Boiler Plant formerly burned primarily coal, but was converted to all natural gas operation in July of 2009.  The University plans to transfer the remainder of its steam load to the new Carrillo Street plant over the next several years.  Upon full transfer, the University estimates that steam-related greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced by 47% from 2008 levels (reduction of over 48,000 metric tons CO2).
	Text191: 20
	Text192: The University is pursuing LEED Certification on 11 projects currently in design or construction.
	Text193: 25
	Text194: An underground aquifer was discovered during construction of a University building in 2002.  Access to the aquifer was incorporated into the building's construction, and this water is used for irrigation of University flower beds, baskets, and pots.
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	Text198: Based on recent purchasing data.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 6
	Text202: Note, this percentage is estimated based on reductions related to the University's continuous efforts to reduce energy losses and improve energy efficiency.  Reporting of other major initiatives would increase this reduction significantly (i.e. major HVAC upgrades, lighting upgrades, heat recovery systems, etc.)  We were not certain what should be reported in this question.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: All buildings are individually metered for electricity and evaluated for energy performance on an ongoing basis.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 100
	Text210: All buildings are individually metered for water and evaluated on an ongoing basis.
	Text211: 6
	Text212: Local providers supply the University with vegetables, fruits, milk, processed dairy products, eggs, poultry, baked goods, and beverages.  
	Text213: 2.3
	Text214: 
	Text215: Yes.  Our food service provider contracts through regional and broad line distributors that provide seafood certified by the Marine Stewardship Council and the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines as well as the Aquaculture Certification Council.
	Text216: Meat/poultry/seafood purchases account for 13% of the total food dollars spent.  Total cafeteria meals - 5,730 per day.  
	Text217: Yes.
	Text218: Yes.
	Text219: Yes.  Various University academic and administrative departments sponsored the University's first urban garden, located in a vacant lot on campus.  Student group Plant to Plate constructed and maintains the garden.
	Text220: Yes. Degree programs are offered in Environmental Studies, Environmental Geology, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Ecology and Evolution (within Biological Sciences).  A Sustainable Engineering Certificate is also available to all undergraduate Engineering students.
	Text221: Yes.  Civil Engineering 1209 (Life Cycle Assessment), Civil Engineering 1217 (Green Building Design & Construction), Civil Engineering 1218 (Design for the Environment), Engineering 1039 (Sustainable Entrepreneurship for Engineers), Public & International Affairs 2502 (Global Environment)
	Text222: Yes.  Please see www.mascarocenter.pitt.edu/prospective-students/courses.php.
	Text223: Eric Beckman, George M. Bevier Professor of Engineering and Codirector, Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation.  Dr. Beckman's research interests include molecular design to support the creation of greener chemical products and synthesis of materials to support biomedical research.  He received a National Science Foundation Young Investigator award in 1992, and a Presidential Green Chemistry award in 2002.  He became the School of Engineering's first Bayer Professor in 2000, then was awarded the Bevier Chair in Engineering in 2005.  Dr. Beckman has supervised over 40 PhD students and postdoctoral scientists, published over 170 papers in peer-reviewed journals and has over 50 patents and published applications.Melissa Bilec, Assistant Professor, Civil & Environmental Engineering and Assistant Director for Education & Outreach, Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation, Codirector, Center for Sustainable Transportation Infrastructure.  Dr. Bilec's research interests include engineering issues related to sustainability, green design and construction, creating a practical framework for hybrid life cycle assessment modeling, and modeling on-site construction processes and support services.  Dr. Bilec recently received a $2 million grant from the National Science Foundation to study building life cycle assessment. (see www.post-gazette.com/pg/10333/1106837-53.stm).  She received the Provost's Innovation Award for Enhancing Crosscutting Sustainability Education in Civil Engineering.  She also sits on the board of directors for Pittsburgh's Green Building Alliance.Rosemary Capo, Associate Professor, Environmental Geochemistry, Geology and Planetary Science.  Dr. Capo's research specializations include geochemical and isotopic studies of surface processes, application of geochemical tools to stratigraphic correlation, paleoceanography, paleoclimate and geoarchaeology, and environmental geochemistry including ground and surface water-rock interaction involving geologic carbon sequestration, brine, coal combustion byproducts, and acid mine drainage.  Two of Dr. Capo's recent projects included a grant from the Department of Energy-National Energy Technology Laboratory entitled "Novel Geochemical Tools to Predict and Monitor Fate and Impact of Subsurface CO2", and a grant from the Heinz Foundations entitled "Environmental Education Initiative: One Step at a Time: Campus Sustainability".Dan Bain, Assistant Professor, Geology and Planetary Science.  Research areas include catchment hydrology, trace metal biogeochemistry, urban and riparian systems, and fluvial goemorphology.  Selected publications include "Gradients, Property Templates, and Land Use Change", Professional Geographer, 2008; "Early Chromite Mining and Agricultural Sediment Dynamics in the Eastern Piedmont", American Journal of Science, 2005; and "Placing the Pieces: Reconstructing the Original Property Mosaic in a Warrant and Patent Watershed", Landscape Ecology, 2004.
	Text224: Yes.  The Swanson School of Engineering's Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation is a center of excellence in sustainable engineering focusing on the design of sustainable neighborhoods.  The Center encourages and nurtures new collaborative projects based on strong and innovative research, translating the fundamental science of sustainability into real products processes.  The center's goal is to create innovations that positively impact the environment and improve quality of life.  MCSI's research includes projects on greening the built environment, more sustainable use of water, and the design of distributed power systems.
	Text225: Yes, in the School of Engineering.  All freshman engineering students must enroll in a freshman seminar course (Engineering 82) and must participate in an annual Engineering Sustainability Symposium. 
	Text226: 15
	Text227: Approximately 15% of individual academic departments (approx. 120) offer courses, but 100% of the University's 14 major schools (i.e. College of General Studies, School of Engineering, College of Arts & Science, etc.) offer environmental or sustainability-related courses.
	Text228: Yes.  The University's Supplier Management and Purchasing Services department is committed to environmental stewardship through sustainable purchasing, conservation, and construction designed to conserve natural resources and preserve the environment.  Purchasing processes are designed to 1) Increase the purchase of products with a reduced or minimal environmental impact as compared to other similar products and services that serve the same purpose, 2) Comply with regulations requiring sound financial stewardship by the University, and 3) Comply with regulations that require the University to identify business opportunities for diversity and disadvantaged suppliers.  Purchasing representatives work to provide environmentally-preferred supply sources by actively researching and soliciting bids on environmentally preferrable goods and services.  They also work with suppliers to ensure that environmentally-preferable products are easy to locate through clear product labeling via the University's "PantherBuy" system, and request that suppliers provide clear environmental impact information for the entire life cycle of their products.  The department also educates University departments about sustainable purchasing practices and holds an annual event to promote sustainable purchasing.  The most recent event "Buy it Green" was held in April, 2011.
	Text229: >50
	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes.
	Text232: Yes.  Over 45% of laptop computers and over 25% of desktop computers purchased in recent years are EPEAT Certified.
	Text233: Yes.  We encourage suppliers to minimize packaging waste as much as possible.  Suppliers are encouraged to ship items to the University using the safest minimum packaging.  One example of this practice is with the napkins supplied in our cafeterias.  Our food service supplier began purchasing Xpress-Nap products, which provide an estimated 25% reduction in dispensed usage.  The product cases are sized to fit precisely on pallets, saving fuel and warehouse energy.  Nationwide, Sodexo estimated that in 2007, they needed 2200 fewer trucks to deliver the same amount of products, saved 200,000 gallons of diesel fuel, and saved 1.1 million miles, enough to drive around the world 44 times.
	Text234: Yes.  For example, all computers are supplied with the sleep mode enabled, etc.
	Text235: Yes.  The University provides free shuttle service via biodiesel-fueled buses.  The shuttles provide transportation around campus and also provide service to many local neighborhoods and popular student destinations.  All students, faculty, and staff also have access to fare-free public transportation via an agreement with the Port Authority of Allegheny County.
	Text236: 7
	Text237: 
	Text238: The University partners with Oakland Transportation Management Association (OTMA) which recently completed a project entitled “Hometown Streets/Enhancing Pedestrian Safety and Mobility”.  The project upgraded pedestrian safety at 11 crossings in the heart of campus with improved pedestrian signals, crosswalks, bump outs, curb cuts and signage. The University is provided project management services for this project.  Further information on this project can be found on the OTMA website at http://www.otma-pgh.org/project_hometown/default.aspx.The University also installed a safety railing along its property that adjoins a contra flow bus lane on Fifth Avenue.The University maintains 113 bike racks and 20 bike lockers on campus which are available to anyone regardless of University affiliation. There are also shower facilities available for members of the University community.A bike rental program is also offered at two main fitness facilities on campus.  The bicycles are available for rent by faculty, staff, and students.  The Student Government Board has established a bicycle safety committee who works with the local "Bike Pittsburgh" organization to promote bicycle safety.
	Text239: Yes.  All students, faculty, and staff are provided with fare-free public transportation via an agreement with the Allegheny County Port Authority.  A carpool matching service is provided, and carpool incentives include discounted parking permits, preferred parking, and a free ride home service for emergencies.  Preferred parking for fuel efficient vehicles is also provided.
	Text240: 12
	Text241: 
	Text242: 51
	Text243: 
	Text244: 41.3
	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes.  All buildings are provided with receptacles for recycling paper, aluminum, glass, plastic, and corrugated cardboard.  Most offices are equipped with individual paper receptacles, while common areas are equipped with receptacles for all materials.  Battery/cell phone/ipod and printer cartridge receptacles are provided in selected areas around campus.  
	Text247: Yes
	Text248: Yes.  A commercial composting system has been installed at the University's largest residence hall dining facility.  The system keeps as much as 900 pounds per day of pre- and post-consumer materials from going to a landfill.  The facility has reduced it's waste from twenty 55-gallon barrels a day to three barrels, reducing trash-hauling costs by 35 to 40 percent.  The system also recirculates and reuses water, saving 90,000 gallons per year.  A portion of the compost is used for campus landscaping, and the remainder goes back to the farmers who supply the University's produce.  
	Text249: The University has written recycling guidelines that can be found on the Facilities Management website (www.facmgmt.pitt.edu).  The University has greatly reduced waste on campus in recent years.  Since 2004, the waste diversion rate has improved from 7.8% to over 41%.  This has been accomplished via expansion of the recycling program to include additional materials like bulk metals, electronics, batteries, yard waste, and construction/demolition materials.  The University has also participated for the past three years in the national Recyclemania Tournament and has expanded its plastic recycling program to include additional materials.  Campus dining facilities offer reduced prices for using refillable coffee mugs, and all cafeterias are now trayless, contributing to significantly reduced food waste.  The University's Purchasing department also encourages suppliers to ship items to the University using the safest minimum packaging.  Students are limited in the number of pages they are permitted to print in campus computing labs
	Text250: Yes.  The Department of Residence Life organizes the donation program during move-out.  The University's Surplus Property Department also accepts selected items for resale or donation, including microwaves and refrigerators, and provides inexpensive options for purchasing used items year-round.  The University also partners with the Oakland Planning and Development Corporation who holds an annual used furniture sale each August to encourage students and community members to reuse and repurpose furniture and other items.  Student group "Free the Planet" also organizes a "Swap-O-Palooza" event that encourages students to reuse and recycle old clothing.  Students can bring clothing for trade and free sewing supplies are provided for repair of damaged clothing.
	Text251: The Faculty Assembly and Senate Council approved a "Statement on Sustainability" in April 2008 (www.pitt.edu/univsenate/committees/plant/Documents/Statement%20of%20Sustainability.pdf).  In addition, The 2010 Institutional Master Plan Update (www.facmgmt.pitt.edu/MasterPlans/2010.pdf) includes long-term sustainability in it's established set of principles and outlines many sustainable practices for future development.  Sustainable practices are highlighted in the document with a green leaf symbol. The University also published a Facilities Plan for fiscal years 2007-2018 (www.provost.pitt.edu/documents/Facilities_Plan.pdf) which includes sustainabile concepts within its key principles.  Examples include requiring more efficient and effective use of existing space and giving priority to preservation of existing facilities over new construction.  The plan invests significantly in the adaptive reuse of existing facilities while minimizing investment in new construction.  All major projects included in the Facilities Plan address sustainability by adhering to stringent design standards that incorporate sustainable initiatives and features.In addition, the University's Energy Master Plan addresses energy conservation issues leading to sustainable operations.  The most significant investment in the Energy Master Plan is the University's comprehensive building automation and control system which has become the standard for all new installations and upgrades.Within the Swanson School of Engineering, sustainability has been identified as one of five research focus areas for the school and over the past 10 years has been a priority area for the Dean and the School’s Board of Visitors.  (www.engr.pitt.edu/annualreport/)
	Text252: Yes.  The University recently appointed a Sustainability Coordinator within the Facilities Management Division.  The responsibility has been assigned to a high level administrator (Assistant Vice Chancellor) who also oversees FM's Administration Department.  While the position is not solely dedicated to sustainability, it has responsibility for coordinating sustainability initiatives campus-wide.  In addition to this position, Facilities Management has developed a "Sustainability Team" of key individuals who are tasked with promoting sustainability via their roles in design, construction, and day to day operations.  The team includes two Assistant Vice Chancellors, a LEED Accredited professional, a Certified Energy Manager, a Professional Engineer, and the University's Manager of Custodial Operations.  The Sustainability Subcommittee of the Faculty Senate Plant Utilization and Planning Committee was instrumental in developing the "Statement on Sustainability" referenced in question 1 above.  The committee meets regularly to discuss campus sustainability, and has representation from the faculty, University Administration, and student groups.  
	Text253: Life cycle costs are considered during the design process for all major construction projects.  Many sustainable standards have been developed and included in the University Design Manual which is distributed and must be adhered to by all design professionals.  These standards are reviewed regularly and updated to incorporate advancements in technology and materials.  The Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation was recently awarded a $2.0 million grant from the National Science Foundation to study building life cycle assessment.
	Text254: The University strives toward continual emissions reductions.  The University's new Carrillo Street Steam Plant (described above) is expected to reduce steam related greenhouse gas emissions by 47%.  The plant is equipped with state-of-the art emissions control technology and is permitted to emit no more than 9 ppm in Nitrous Oxide emissions (ultra low-NOx burners have been installed).  To our knowledge, the plant is the only University plant in the nation to have achieved this ultra-low NOx limit. Please see supplemental information document for additional details.  The University's efforts in energy conservation have significantly reduced consumption, resulting in an estimated cost avoidance of nearly $32 million since 1996.  Leading these efforts is Pitt's comprehensive building automation system which controls building temperatures and equipment operating schedules, gathers utility meter data, and allows technicians to remotely access equipment for troubleshooting.  Extensive lighting upgrades have been performed, and occupancy sensors have been installed in most common areas and many departmental areas (now a University requirement for construction and renovation projects).  Central steam and chilled water systems have been expanded to eliminate stand-alone chillers and boilers, and energy/heat recovery systems are installed in mechanical upgrade projects (see further detail in supplemental document).  
	Text255: Yes, for fiscal year 2008.  An update based on 2010 data is scheduled for summer, 2011.
	Text256: Pitt's initial GHG inventory was completed in May, 2010 based on FY 2008 data.  An update to the inventory is planned for summer 2011.  While it is believed that carbon emissions have been significantly reduced, in large part due to the operation of the new steam plant and the fact that the Bellefield Boiler Plant has ceased the burning of coal, these reductions have not yet been quantified.  It is projected that steam related GHG emissions will be reduced by 47% upon transfer of the University's full load to the new plant (the plant currently serves approximately 50% of Pitt's load, but is expected to server the remainder of the load by 2013.)  
	Text257: Asset allocation information is made available to the general public.  Other information on endowment holdings is made available to Trustees, senior administrators, and select individuals.
	Text258: The University currently uses and will continue to consider active managers who take into account environmental and sustainability factors when making investment decisions on behalf of the University.
	Text259: Not at this time.
	Text260: 
	Text261: Unknown at this time.
	Text262: Student groups have been instrumental in advancing sustainability on campus and beyond.  Student group Free the Planet promotes the annual RecycleMania competition and successfully lobbied for campus cafeterias to go trayless, resulting in significantly reduced food waste and water consumption.  Pitt's Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation (MCSI) sponsors an annual competition open to all Pitt undergraduate and graduate students challenging them to work collectively on service-oriented projects designed to implement solutions to environmental problems to benefit the university and/ or greater community.  Projects are judged on their ability to create public awareness of sustainability issues, improve quality of life in our region and feature a strong public outreach or education element.  Examples include:Battery Recycling:  This project initiated a highly visible and easily accessible campus wide battery recycling program encouraging members of the campus community to be aware of the impacts of the disposal of their electronic waste through education. Plant to Plate: Plant to Plate is a student group that built an on-campus urban farm which engages in sustainable agriculture practices and teach students the environmental benefits of local and home produced food.Rain Garden:  Students were recently awarded a grant to install a rain garden on campus.  The students worked with Facilities Management to locate a suitable location and are proceeding with design of the project, which will install the garden in a very visible location outside the University's Petersen Events Center. 
	Text263: Recently the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) concluded its 2011 Sustainable Health Care Initiative Competition (SHIC).  The competition was a business idea competition supported by the UPMC Environmental Initiatives program open to groups of students from all regional colleges and universities.  The goal of the competition was to solicit ideas for an innovative product or process to improve the sustainability of health care by conserving resources or eliminating waste.  Nicole Champion, Kristen Ostermann, Scott Shrake, and Cassie Theil, all students in the Sustainability and Green Design Group at the University of Pittsburgh, submitted a proposal for the process category titled “Streamline LCA tool to Recognize Healthcare Related Environmental Impacts.”  The group proposed to develop a tool to systematically quantify the environmental impacts associated with the annual operations of a hospital or medical treatment center.  The tool would be designed to provide a guided step-by-step procedure to identify the significant environmental loadings of the facilities' day-to-day operations by evaluating material, energy, and waste flows, and then provide facilities managers with best practices to improve these areas.  The group placed second overall in the process category of the competition. Mondialogo Engineering AwardA team of students from the University of Pittsburgh and the Indian Institute of Technology – Kanpur (IITK) were selected as one of thirty finalists for the Mondialogo Engineering Award (sponsored by Daimler). The Pitt team was led by Bhavna Sharma, a Mascaro Center IGERT Fellow and her faculty advisor, Dr. Kent A. Harries (CEE). Their project, entitled Promotion of Bamboo as a cost effective and sustainable structural material was selected by an international jury from a total of 932 submissions from 94 countries. RecycleManiaThe University participates annually in the National RecycleMania tournament.  In 2011 (results just announced), Pitt ranked #1 in the Big East Conference in three categories.  Overall, Pitt ranked in the top 7% for the Gorilla Prize category (total pounds recycled), in the top 20% for corrugated cardboard recycling, and in the top 40% in the Per Capita Classic category (pounds recycled per person.)This spring, the Environmental Studies Program joined Pitt's Honors College and the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) for a ten-day trip to China for Future Forests, an international organization dedicated to fighting desertification in the Kubuqi Desert in Inner Mongolia. The organization was founded by Kwon Byong-hyon, a graduate of Pitt's Graduate School of Public and International Affairs and former Korean ambassador to China. Five students-including Environmental Studies major Nikki Luke--worked with 120 other participants from Korea and China in planting trees and celebrating Future Forests' tenth anniversary. The trip was sponsored by the Honors College and the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs.Other student initiatives include the Solar Decathlon, Power Shift (national environmental conference), the USGBC Natural Talent Design Competition (designed house for New Orleans).
	Text264: Yes.  The University's Falk School (a campus laboratory elementary school) is implementing a School-ground Habitat Enhancement and Restoration Project (SHERP).  The project will transform a hillside to a natural area rich in species diversity that will provide curriculum-based connections, wildlife/habitat interactions, opportunities for community involvement, and mitigation of habitat loss and degradation (see http://www.falk-school.org/school-ground-habitat-enhancement-and-restoration-project-falk-school).  Falk school students, teachers, and families will all take part in development of the habitat.The University has also increased the amount of green space on our urban campus by replacing concrete areas with usable lawn space, planting trees along many sidewalks, and installing groundcover on hillsides to reduce mowing.  Much of Pitt's campus falls within the Oakland Civic Center Historic District.  Development in this area must be reviewed by the Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh.  
	Text265: Yes.  Pitt's Department of Environmental Health and Safety documents this program in it's Safety Manual (www.ehs.pitt.edu/assets/docs/indoor-air.pdf).  University design standards specify no/low VOC paints, adhesives, and wall coverings.  Custodial personnel use some Green-Seal cleaning products, and a goal has been set to increase the percentage of Green Seal products to 75%.
	Text266: Yes.  Students majoring in Biological Science must participate in field studies at Pitt's Pymatuning Ecology Laboratory (a lake setting approximately 100 miles from campus). The University's Honors College offers programs of study in Wyoming in Yellowstone National Park and on Cook Ranch, an archaological site donated to the University (see www.honorscollege.pitt.edu/news-events/news-archive/wyoming.html.  Other field programs can be found at www.pitt.edu/~biology/Dept/Frame/otscoursesundergraduate.htm.
	Text267: Yes.  The Pitt Outdoors Club offers activities including hiking, backpacking, kayaking, rafting, climbing, snowshoeing, etc. (see www.pittoutdoors.com/)  
	Text268: The University named a Sustainability Coordinator in early 2011 (described above). A commercial composting system was installed in the University's largest dining facility (described above). A new cell-phone recycling program was rolled out in April, 2011The University was awarded a PA Conservation Works grant from the Pennsylvania DEP (ARRA funds) to install energy efficient lighting in two University buildings, saving an estimated 587,000 kilowatt hours per year.  The project was completed in March, 2011.The University implemented a student Green Fund, which piloted in Fall, 2010.  Working with Student Government, the Green Fund was able to: install low-flow aerators in all Department of Housing buildings, install Go Green signs in all dorms reminding students of the environmental impacts of their actions, print 500 Freshman Handbooks explaining how to  live sustainably in the city of Pittsburgh, purchase a tumbler/composter for the urban garden so that all university affiliates may dispose of their food scraps in a responsible way, and was also able to facilitate an E-waste collection event in the University Residence Halls. (See http://pittgreenfund.com/).
	Text269: A Student Sustainability Symposium is held each year to provide students and student groups with the opportunity to showcase their projects.  A Sustain-a-bowl and Sustainability Jeopardy competition are included, as are keynote speaker presentations and administrator panels.  In alternating years, this program is held in conjunction with the University's Blue, Gold, and Green sustainability fair.  The Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation sponsors an undergraduate sustainable research program which funds approximatley 34 summer research students each year to perform sustainability research.The University actively participates in the Higher Education Climate Consortium, a group of faculty and staff members from institutions of higher learning in the Pittsburgh area.  The group was initiated as a result of the Pittsburgh Climate Initiative and works to share experiences and promote sustainability in higher education.The University is currently pursuing LEED certification for 12 projects currently in design or construction. 


