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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text192: LEED criteria were incorporated into the newest (within the past 5 years)  building, a three-story dorm and retail facility; however, this facility does not hold LEED certification.
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	Text194: Central plaza renovation includes landscaping on berms, enabling a watering of some plantings by recovered/runoff water.   
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	Text202: Energy-efficiency retrofitting programs are not currently in place.
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	Text206: Effictive end of Summer 2011, electricity consumption in almost all buildings will be individually metered and monitored via a new Siemens campus building management system (BMS).
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	Text209: <  2
	Text210: Thirty (30) waterless urinals have been installed in dorms and other buildings. These are part of our efforts to control, limit, and monitor  water consumption. No other water-control technologies are in place at this time. 
	Text211: 10
	Text212: During June, July and August, we serve 90% locally-grown (< 100 miles) food. 
	Text213: 5
	Text214: "Terra Ve," our all-vegan stand-alone campus restaurant, serves USDA-certified organic  foods.
	Text215: No.
	Text216: Meat purchases in the past year totaled $630,048. We served a total of 245,888 cafeteria meals during that time. 
	Text217: Yes. Our extensive salad bars, as well as offerings such as vegetable pizza toppings, are among the nutritionally complete vegetarian options available at every meal. As mentioned above, vegan options are available every day at our all-vegan campus restaurant.
	Text218: Yes, bottled water is sold and currently is available as a beverage option in meal plans. Bottled water is NOT made available at school-sponsored functions and events. 
	Text219: We have a thriving Campus Garden, with a paid student Garden President who supervises student interns throughout the academic year and during the summer break. Selected Garden interns are provided with on-campus housing in exchange for their summer Garden internship work. Our Garden has expanded beyond vegetables to grow herbs, which are sold to help fund the Garden. 
	Text220:      Major for Bachelors degree, as well as minor program: Environmental Studies
	Text221:      "Introduction to Renewable Energy" (ENV2040)
	Text222:      Yes. See link from our online catalog: http://www.purchase.edu/Departments/AcademicPrograms/MajorsMinorsList.aspx  
	Text223: Prof. Ryan Taylor:Taylor, Ryan W.       2008.  Wetlands Demystified! – Continuing Education Course Reference Manual.  Northwest Environmental Training Center.  Seattle, Washington. Taylor, Ryan W.       2006.  Evaluation of the Intergovernmental Relationships between State and National Government Agencies in Wetland Regulatory Units. Oregon State University Press.  Corvallis, Oregon.     Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  2000.  A Field Guide to the Wetlands of Illinois 2nd ed.  (Taylor R. and Wm. McClain, Editors).  Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Springfield, Illinois.       Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  1999.  Endangered Species of Illinois.  (Ryan Taylor, Editor).  Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Springfield, Illinois.     Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  1999.  Illinois' Wetlands.  (Ryan Taylor, Editor).  Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Springfield, Illinois.  Taylor, Ryan W.       1998.  Understanding Illinois' Wetlands.  Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Springfield, Illinois.Taylor, R. and D. Abderhalden.       1997.  Nationwide Survey of State Wetland Regulatory Programs.  Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Springfield, Illinois.     Member, Environmental Sustainability Committee, Purchase College     US Bureau of Land Management Outstanding Service Award (2008)     US Bureau of Land Management Merit Award (2007)     AFSCME Oregon Council #75 Scholarship (2005-2006)Prof. George Kraemer:     Member, Environmental Sustainability Committee, Purchase College     Haska, C., Blaschik, N., Kraemer, G., Lin, S., Yarish, C., and Whitlatch, R.  in review.  Assessing bait worm packaging as a potential vector of invasive species into Long Island Sound, USA.  Submitted to Biological Invasions.     Kim, J.K., Kraemer, G.P., Yarish, C., submitted.  Metabolic plasticity of nitrogen assimilation by Porphyra umbilicalis enables broad littoral distribution.  Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology.     Kraemer, G.P., Gordon, A., Sellberg, M., Main, J.  2007.  Eight-year record of Hemigrapsus sanguineus invasion: population dynamics of the invader, resident crabs, and Littorina littorea in Western Long Island Sound Estuary.  Northeastern Naturalist, vol. 14, p. 207-224.     Carmona, R., Kraemer, G.P., Yarish, C.  2006.  Exploring Northeast American and Asian species of Porphyra for use in an integrated finfish-algal aquaculture system. Aquaculture, vol. 252, p. 54-65.     Neori, A., Chopin, T., Troell, M., Buschmann, A.H., Kraemer, G.P., Halling, C., Shpigel, M., Yarish, C.  2004.  Integrated aquaculture: rationale, evolution, and state of the art emphasizing seaweed biofiltration in modern mariculture.  Aquaculture, vol. 231, p. 361-391.
	Text224:      Marine Biotechnology Lab at UConn Stamford (study of eutrophication, primary productivity, nutrient relationships, autecology, physiology, and invasive species, aquaculture of marine plants, and development of integrated multi-trophic aquaculture systems).     Environmental Consortium of Hudson Valley Colleges and Universities. The Environmental Consortium of Hudson Valley Colleges & Universities was established in 2004 to advance our understanding of the cultural, social, political, economic and natural factors affecting the Hudson River Watershed. By promoting collaboration among its members, the Consortium works to provide ecosystem-based curricular and co-curricular programming aimed at improving the health of the regional ecosystem. http://environmentalconsortium.org/ec.html 
	Text225:      Not for all students.  Those freshmen who select courses offered by Environmental Studies faculty receive instruction with an environmental theme.
	Text226: < 5%
	Text227: 
	Text228: Yes, It is the policy of the State of New York and Purchase College that all purchases shall incorporate sustainable procurement policies and practices.In accordance with the provisions of Section 165(3) of the State Finance Law:Purchase College is required to purchase recycled products, if available, made with recycled content in accordance with rules and regulations established by the State Department of Environmental Conservation in development of that agency’s Recycling Emblems Program.  If the cost of a recycled product does not exceed the cost of a product made without recycled content by 10% (or 15% if over 50% of the recycled materials are generated from the New York State waste stream), the recycled product must be purchased.In accordance with Gov. David Paterson’s Executive Order No. 4, dated 25 April 2008, beginning 01 July 2008:(1)   all paper products purchased must be 100% post-consumer recycled content and be process chlorine-free;(2)   all publications must be printed on 100% post-consumer recycled content paper.Further, taking into account form, function, utility and cost, Purchase College seeks to consider the environmental, health, and social impacts of all goods and services purchased and will select goods and services compatible with this policy.  All College procurement advertising includes the following statement. “In an effort to conserve resources and reduce waste, the Request for Proposal (RFP) will only be available electronically . . .”
	Text229: 100
	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes, we give preference to FSC certified products especially when buying wood products.
	Text232: Yes, as described in paragraph 1.
	Text233: No.
	Text234: Yes.
	Text235: College staff who commute to work by bus or train ride the school's shuttle on campus and/or to their mass-transit sources. 
	Text236: 35%
	Text237: Bio-diesel:    25.0 %Electric:          9.6 %Hybrid:         > 1.0 %
	Text238: 1.   We are in the process of pursuing LEED certification for the extensive renovation of one of our academic buildings. Additional bicycle racks are included in this project.2.   A new practice of bicycle registration took effect at the start of the 2010-2011 academic year. Bicycles are registered via our Parking & Transportation Office, enabling university police to increase security in the event of theft and to aid recovery in the event of loss.   3.  Our Parking & Transportation Office is reviewing a proposal for a 5-Year Bicycle Master Plan from an outside vendor. This would entail creating new trails and the addition of extensive signage.
	Text239:      We provide parking spaces (conveniently located and with clear signage) reserved for the exclusive use of faculty and staff who carpool to work. Because of demand and the growing numbers of carpoolers on campus, more parking spaces are planned for the future. To qualify, drivers register for free with "Purpool" at www.purpool.com.  This is the college's carpooling Web site and was developed with grant monies by a faculty member. In addition, our college supports Zimride, a free Facebook application for those interested in carpooling with others offering or seeking rides to/from the same destination (www.zimride.com)  
	Text240: 25 to 30
	Text241: 
	Text242: approx. 90
	Text243: 
	Text244: approx50
	Text245: 
	Text246:      Yes. Receptacles have labels printed and paid for by one of our corporate neighbors. Dorms have clearly-labeled large bins ("toters") exclusively for recyclables in designated trash rooms. Receptacles are conveniently placed in all academic buildings and offices. All containers have the same labeling, aiding clarity and use of the receptacles. Both indoors and outdoors, our athletics department has placed a large number of recycling receptacles that were donated by a corporate neighbor. A major renovation of our central plaza includes the budgeting for several new and attractive recycle receptacles. They are being placed on the plaza with input from our Campus Beautification Committee. A student Green Fee Fund request for exterior recycling receptacles near dorms is under consideration for funding approval.       
	Text247:      Yes. As mentioned above, our athletics department arranges for recycling bins to be available at outdoor athletic events.
	Text248:      Yes. Garden Club students and our dining services managers created a schedule of student pick-up of compostable waste from two of our three main dining facilities. Compost processing and receptacles are an integral component of the "Trim Trax" program, in which dining services employees separate and weigh compostable food waste as part of their daily work routine. 
	Text249:      Our school has a stated commitment to reducing waste as well as our overall carbon footprint. (See Category 8 "Administration"/ #1, for excerpt from our Strategic Plan). 
	Text250:      We do not have a formal donation program in place currently (see Category 10 "Other Initiatives"/ #8, for additional information.)
	Text251:      The applicable excerpt, below, is from our Strategic Plan (at this link):  https://www.purchase.edu/sharedMedia/AboutPurchase/StrategicPlan/StrategicPlan-Final-2010-2015.pdf  :Direction 3: Toward the Sustainable Community: Fiscal, Academic, and Environmental Sustainability     Our future depends on smart and innovative planning—our ability tomanage our resources and rethink our practices to guarantee fiscal,academic, and environmental sustainability.     To meet this commitment Purchase College will:1. Enhance procedures for planning that allocate resources to priorityareas as effectively as possible in an uncertain financial landscape.2. Support the implementation of entrepreneurial and innovativeideas for generating new revenue streams, and leverage all existingresources to maximize our return on investment and generate costsavings.3. Develop and deploy a sustainable mix of academic programs.4. Continue to focus on growing our endowments.5. Expand our commitment to sustainable environmental practiceswhile incorporating the concepts into our educational endeavors.
	Text252:      A full-time Director of the Office of Sustainability has been employed since August 2009 by the auxiliary-services company that serves the college (the not-for-profit Purchase College Association - PCA). From 2007 to 2009, a sustainability coordinator was employed by the college.
	Text253:      Life-cycle cost analysis is addressed during planning of construction and renovation projects.  
	Text254:      Our school has expressed emissions reductions as an ongoing, focused commitment that applies to all areas of operations, management, and administration. Our chiller system (estimated by NYPA, our electricity provider, to save approximately $400,000 in energy costs) and our impending electricity metering system are two examples of our achieving energy-efficiency goals. Our plan and efforts are reflected in our Climate Action Plan and GHG reports. 
	Text255:      Yes. As part of our membership in ACUPCC we submitted the bi-annual GHG report in December 2010.
	Text256:      Yes. While a benchmark year and percentage have not been established, our data on energy consumption and staff's active participation in carpooling are among the indicators of the college's reduced carbon emissions in the past year. 
	Text257:      As a college in the state university system, information about our school's endowment fund is available to the public. 
	Text258: 1.   The Campus Sustainability Committee reviews and recommends approval of requests for Green Fee Fund monies, which funds sustainability-related projects, events, and initiatives. Requests this year include funding for electric vehicle charging stations, student participation in PowerShift 2011 in Washington D.C., the formation of a flower garden to attract bees (for study and to induce pollenation), and similar initiatives.2.   The Facilities Department and Capital Facilities Management Department each source and deploy funds with regard for environmental responsibility. For example, renovation work that has just begun on our Visual Arts Building includes green roofing that incorporates vegetative planting beds that enable greater control of storm water run-off. In addition, our pursuit of LEED certification for our Humanities Building renovation illustrates a financial commitment to and concern for environmental responsibility.  
	Text259:     The Director of Sustainability and the college's new Director of Facilities have begun to consider the feasibility of a co-generation plant for the campus. Currently, a formal policy does not exist. 
	Text260: <5
	Text261: 
	Text262:      Three examples of which we are very proud: 1)  "Purchase Energy Hour," observed campus-wide twice-monthly. Students and staff in dorms, offices, and other campus locations 'unplug' and shut down to reduce consumption of electricity. The student-president of Purchase Environmental Activists suggested this to the Director of Sustainability. When posed to the college president, it was approved immediately. Purchase Energy Hour began as a monthly occurrence in 2009-2010. It is now institutionalized at our school as a twice-monthly observance with wide participation. 2.   In 2009-2010, a student observed that clothes dryers did not need a full 60 minutes for a normal load of wash. The Director of Sustainability secured approval to adjust all dryers to a default setting of 45 minutes, effective Spring 2010. Ideally, this student-initiated measure yields a 25% improvement in energy savings. Anecdotal data finds students that students approve of and are satisfied  with this simple change.3.   A student intern with the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) initiated  blind taste tests of bottled water vs. tap water. Tests will continue through May; early results from faculty and students find little-to-no discernment of taste difference. This initiative is preparatory to efforts to ban bottled water as a meal plan option (our college already prohibits bottled water from being made available at any school-sponsored function.) The student and the Director of Sustainability have met with the Campus Director of Dining Services to map out eventual next steps with regard to alternatives to bottled water, costs of installing water fill stations, organizing and disseminating data, communications, etc.    
	Text263:      Students entered a nation-wide competition promoting environmental awareness conducted by Mac-Gray, our laundry-services vendor. This was a T-shirt design contest that promotes green laundry habits, called "Be Clean. Be Green. Be Creative." Winners receive $500 and will have their T-shirt design produced and posted in a gallery on the Mac-Gray Campus Clothes Line website. A large number of students were engaged, and enjoyed publicizing and participating. 
	Text264:      Since the completion of a capital construction project approximately 10 years ago, a large portion of campus land has remained vacant and development-free. 
	Text265:      Our college adheres to SUNY system-wide policies regarding purchasing of "green" cleaning supplies. The policy stipulates that we must purchase only green or "greenest" options of supplies from vendors on state contracts. A faculty member of our Sustainability Committee verified the practice while researching this area of interest. 
	Text266:      Classes and programs of this type are offered in several disciplines. Field work in required and elective courses in our Environmental Studies program include (partial listing): Field Biology of Local Landscapes; Marine Ecology; Geographic Information Systems; Outdoor Skills; Scuba; Rock Climbing; Environmental Impact Assessment; Applied Terrestrial Ecology; Aquatic Pollution; Conservation Biology; Ecology of Urban Environments. Additionally, students may adapt outdoor/field-based academic activities for independent study and/or the Senior Project. 
	Text267:      The college's Green Fee Fund sent three students to PowerShift 2011, a national student conference about how students can implement solutions to global warming on campus and in the community.     Other examples of nature-based extracurricular activities include campus waste/recycle audits, organized campus bicycle runs, sustainability fairs (as part of and in addition to Earth Day/Week activities)  -  all campus-sponsored.  
	Text268:      -  Seeking funding for EV charging stations via school-wide Green Fee Fund. An objective is to spur acquisition of EVs in surrounding area and aid their use, as well as add to existing U.S. charging-station infrastructure.     -  As mentioned in Category 9/ #2, renovation work has begun on our Visual Arts Building that includes green roofing, which incorporates vegetative planting beds that enable greater control of storm water run-off.     -  Pursuing LEED certification for an extensive renovation to our Humanities Building.      -  A student has initiated efforts to coordinate a donation/swap program on campus. He is working with the director of sustainability on a plan to manage such a program at move-out and move-in, and ideally throughout the year. 
	Text269:      -   The college has an extensive ink/toner recycling program. In partnership with Staples, Inc., this program costs the college nothing. Most importantly, it has enabled us to gain control over what had been numerous uncoordinated practices and to now divert significantly more recyclables to the recycle stream.     -   An electricity metering system for virtually every campus building will be in operation by end of Summer 2011. This will provide data about electricity use and trends, enabling the college to make decisions and formulate policy and practices related to reducing electrical consumption.     -   The college is in the process of testing and launching IT systems management software designed to monitor and provide real-time data on the electricity usage of each networked computer, all of which consume about $100,000 per year in electricity costs. This new power management capability will to save money and help us to reduce electrical usage.


