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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text220: Yes. Sustainable Agriculture, Environmental Studies, Environmental Science, Forestry, Rural Sociology.
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	Text228: No, however, while there is not a sustainable purchasing policy as such, many purchasing decisions are based on sustainable practices. Vendors are asked to recycle cardboard when deliveries of furniture are made. Fifty percent of our cleaning products are listed as green. Nearly all of our replacement lights are high-efficiency fluorescent. We purchase locally made compost. Our interior building finishes (paint, carpet, furniture) are designed to enhance indoor air quality.We are introducing an electronic ordering system that will increase efficiency, hold down costs and reduce delivery frequency. It will also enable us to track sustainable purchases.
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	Text231: The largest user of paper on campus is Printing Services. Their primary suppliers are FSC certified. Printing Services uses 30% post-consumer recycled paper for campus copy centers. Paper that is 100% post-consumer recycled paper is available.
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	Text238: We furnish 5,000 bicycle parking spaces on campus. We close 3 major roads on campus in the daytime to encourage safe walking. We have developed a bicycle resource center that encourages safe and confident biking, offers bike mechanic courses and has free bike repair events. 
	Text239: MU provides 7,000 free bus rides daily. MU Student Services has a WeCar system that rents fuel-efficient vehicles to students by the hour reducing the need for students to have cars at school. We have a rideshare bulletin board to encourage people to share rides. MU fleet management has operated a 15-passenger carpool van from Boonville, Mo., to campus since the mid-1970s. 
	Text240: 58
	Text241: This number comes from a campus-wide community survey conducted in the fall of 2009.
	Text242: 85.6
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	Text245: 
	Text246: Approximately half of the sidewalk trash receptacles have recycling receptacles near them. Inside buildings there are paper and beverage recycling containers on nearly every floor of more than 150 of the buildings on campus. Forty two-yard and larger cardboard recycling containers are placed throughout campus.
	Text247: Yes. Tiger Tailgate Recycling, a joint effort of the MU Sustainability Office, student groups and MU Athletics, collects nearly 20 tons of beverage containers from football tailgate events each year.
	Text248: Yes, we currently compost food in one dining hall.
	Text249: Yes, the goal of our waste reduction and recycling activities is zero waste. We are looking at all aspects of our purchasing, usage and recycling system to eliminate waste.
	Text250: Yes. Tiger Treasures has been recycling about 17 tons of "treasures" donated by MU students annually for the past four years. Goods were diverted from the landfill saving landfill space and disposal costs.  Nearly $14,000 is donated to participating United Way agencies. All of the residence halls on campus participate in this event. Bins are placed in every residence hall. The Greek community is also participating. 
	Text251: The MU sustainability mission statement can be found here: http://sustainability.cf.missouri.edu/about/mission.htmlThe MU Environmental Affairs and Sustainability Committee's charge and annual report can be found here: http://committees.missouri.edu/environmental-affairs/docs/EASC%20Annual%20Report%20FY2010.pdfThe University of Missouri is dedicated to environmentally sustainable policies and practices that promote responsible stewardship of existing resources and the environment. This includes, but is not limited to, acquiring and using energy-saving, environmentally friendly and renewable/recyclable resources and materials; providing educational programs, resources and incentives for sustainable practices by students, faculty and staff; participating in recycling programs and the safe disposal of materials; researching and testing new sustainable initiatives; and taking proactive steps to preserve and protect natural resources. Each unit or department within the University is encouraged to evaluate current policies and practices on a regular basis with the goal of adopting or improving sustainability.
	Text252: Mizzou has a full-time sustainability coordinator as well as one full-time student sustainability advisor and an Environmental Affairs and Sustainability Committee comprised of students, staff, and faculty representatives.
	Text253: Yes, life-cycle cost analysis is used to build and renovate buildings. We look at initial costs vs. payback periods to reduce operations and maintenance costs. We generally follow LEED type specifications on energy conservation. We currently exceed the ASHRE 90.1 energy standards by 25 percent.
	Text254: Chancellor Deaton has signed the American College and University Presidents Climate Change Commitment letter. Our Greenhouse Gas Inventory was submitted Jan. 15, 2010. Our Climate Action Plan was submitted Jan. 15, 2011. We are currently building a biomass boiler to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 20% when it goes online in 2012. 
	Text255: We have published our greenhouse gas inventory in January 2010.
	Text256: As of July 2010, MU has achieved close to an 8 percent reduction from the 2008 emissions baseline.
	Text257: The university makes a list of all holdings available to the public per open records laws. The university does not make its shareholder voting record public.
	Text258: No
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 0
	Text261: Environmental responsibility is not a criterion used to determine investments. The university aims to optimize investment return.
	Text262: Yes. Several student groups impact sustainability issues. Students passed a sustainability initiative, which funds eight student sustainability positions that coordinate with the Sustainability Office on various projects. MU students participated in the Rocky Mountain Institute  "Accelerating Campus Climate Change Initiatives, Breaking Through Barriers" workshops and book. MU was one of only 12 schools invited to participate in the workshop. This process resulted in a grant to expand the Mizzou Dashboard, a real-time energy reporting website that enables building residents to see who has the best energy conservation tactics in on-campus and national competitions.  
	Text263: Yes . We placed 11th in the Solar Decathlon out of 20 teams competing.Mizzou has participated in the Shell Eco-Marathon since 1993. This year's team is competing in the fuel-efficiency category with a hydrogen car that incorporates hydrogen fuel-cell technology and has a use rate of 480 miles per gallon. Mizzou placed 14th among 363 colleges and universities in the RecycleMania "gorilla category" competition.Additional student activities: Student organization Sustain Mizzou organizes and hosts the   Show Me Sustainability Conference, attended by students from most of the colleges and universities in Missouri.
	Text264: The university was designated a botanical garden in 1999. The campus master plan uses sustainability principles to determine building density, building reuse, green areas and natural areas. Nearly 600 acres of the campus is a multi-use natural area with diverse plant and animal life.
	Text265: Buildings are built and decorated to incorporate fresh air intake and furnished to produce minimal off-gassing. Approximately 50 percent of our cleaning products have a green certified label and eventually hope that all cleaning products will be green.
	Text266: Several student groups participate in Stream Team programs that emphasize cleaning out trash, tree planting and water quality monitoring on streams that go through the campus. Several academic classes measure water quality and quantity. Venture Out is a program that teaches team building concepts in an outdoor setting.
	Text267: Several student groups participate in Stream Team programs that emphasize cleaning out trash, tree planting and water quality monitoring on streams that go through the campus. Several academic classes measure water quality and quantity. Venture Out is a program that teaches team building concepts in an outdoor setting.
	Text268: Construction is under way on a $70 million biomass boiler and will be completed in 2012.A photovoltaic array will be used to power the materials handling aspect of the biomass boiler, and fuel for the biomass boiler will be sustainably grown and harvested.MU has conducted a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and submitted a Climate Action Plan to the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment, Jan. 15, 2011.The newest building on campus is seeking LEED certification; and construction is under way on another building that is also being built to LEED specifications.Campus Dining is pursuing compostable dinnerware and is buying more local food.Mizzou Dashboard has been expanded and now includes nine residence halls. MU continues to promote recycling, finishing 14th in the "gorilla category" in RecycleMania, an international competition.
	Text269: Our Environmental Health and Safety department manages a chemical redistribution program that annually saves the campus $145,000 in avoided purchase costs, and keeps these chemicals out of the waste management system. The MU Power Plant was one of three universities to receive the U.S. EPA 2010 Energy Star Combined Heat and Power award. The campus has had an Environmental Affairs and Sustainability Committee, made up of students, faculty and staff, for over 30 years. The EASC has put out a sustainability/environmental impacts report annually each year since 2003. http://committees.missouri.edu/environmental-affairs/index.php 


