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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text188: 
	Text189: Two 1.65 MW wind turbines power our campus. The first large scale1.65MW wind turbine erected at a public university was erected by the University of Minnesota (West Central Research and Outreach Center) in March 2005. The second large scale 1.65MW was erected in March 2011 by the University of Minnesota, Morris. We expect to achieve 70% of our electricity from wind these turbines annually. The additional mix is from OtterTail Power Company.
	Text190: University of Minnesota, Morris has installed a first-of-a-kind community-scale biomass gasification research and demonstration platform. We expect this plant to offset 30% of our natural gas usage in 2011, and increasing percentages out to 2015, at which point we expect to offset 70% of our fossil fuel usage.
	Text191: 33
	Text192: We had three significant building or renovation events: a new stadium, a renovation of Imholte, and a renovation of the Welcome Center. The Welcome Center we expect to be rated LEED Gold when we complete our evaluation. This building also was built in accordance with B3, Minnesota's own sustainable building guidelines.
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	Text194: We do not have a run-off pond or cisterns for roof-collected rain water.
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	Text196: We recently completed an energy service contract. We upgraded outside and inside lighting and utilized all of the features mentioned above.
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	Text202: We just completed an energy service contract. We expect average savings of 6% over a fifteen-year time frame.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: All of our buildings are monitored individually for electricity. All of our buildings are monitored individually for water consumption. We have several programs for monitoring electricity and water usage. The first level is that our facilities team keeps monthly records of electricity and water used for each building where we can do individual building monitoring and these records are scanned for discrepancies. The second level of monitoring is from other sustainability tracking systems (like AASHE STARS) and events (like Campus Energy Wars) where students are involved in the monitoring.
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	Text209: 100
	Text210: 
	Text211: 
	Text212: We have an important program, called the Morris Healthy Eating Initiative, which is investigating these food-related questions both at Morris and connected to the larger community. We already contract with our food services company to purchase local when competitive on quality and price. Morris is a charter partner   of Pride of the Prairie, one of the longest running local food programs in Minnesota higher education. Morris is rural. And so, there are some unique challenges to our food procurement.
	Text213: 
	Text214: 
	Text215: 
	Text216: Each semester, we have a Pride of the Prairie event where we invite local producers to campus to build relationships with consumers. We also have a Pride of the Prairie local food meal that celebrates the collaborative work we are doing and promotes the healthy, sustainable food future we are trying to build with regional partners.
	Text217: Yes. Our dining services, campus staff, faculty and students, have been engaged in an ongoing conversation about nutritious food, and menus that support a variety of dietary choices. Our dining hall features a fresh stir-fry option, with fresh vegetables and tofu. We offer a range of fruits and vegetables for students. We also have specialty vegetarian dishes prepared weekly. We have made efforts to go beyond vegetarian and vegan choices, but to make healthy eating an emphasis. There are no hamburgers made in our dining hall, for example. The dining layout, flow, and menu have been intentionally designed to make "the healthy choice the easy choice." 
	Text218: Yes. But, to reduce the amount of bottled water sold we have actively worked to create additional options to "nudge" students and others towards better choices. For example, we have "flavored" water in our Student Center on campus, with cucumber, lime and lemon slices in various containers available throughout the day. We installed reverse osmosis systems across campus to provide students with access to better tasting water. Our local water is disliked by many for several reasons. Knowing this problem existed, we have implemented these programs to decrease bottled water consumption and connect students to their own local water supply. We had to weigh various tradeoffs with each option, and we decided on a multi-option approach.
	Text219: Yes, our school maintains a small organic garden where our students, including those from the organic gardening club, are able to grow some of their own produce. Some of our students stay in Morris during the summer to pursue coursework, research or other jobs, and choose to work in the garden during their stay. In the fall, students have sold some of their produce in our Student Center on campus.
	Text220: Environmental Studies Environmental Science
	Text221: Yes, we have offered an innovative renewable energy with biomass gasification course for the past two years which explores the science, economics, and hands-on considerations of making renewable energy. We have a chemistry of sustainable energy course, and a physics of renewable energy course. We also have economic courses that explore the policy and other considerations involved in renewable energy. And we are working to develop new courses that link to our conservation, wind, biomass, solar and energy leadership. 
	Text222: The bulk of our sustainability courses are found within the environmental studies and science majors. Students can easily find what courses and electives meet these requirements. 
	Text223: Professor Arne Kildegaard (economics): works on community versus corporate wind economic issues. He has been active in the conversation in Minnesota about building out transmission infrastructure, who gains by it and who loses. He has even given testimony at the state legislature about his research.Professor Timna Wyckoff(biology): works on antibacterial resistance issues in conventional and organic dairy populations. She is researching and discovering important information about a critical human and animal health issue.Professor Ted Pappenfus(chemistry): works on working on new processes to synthesize ammonia from water and wind. He also works on designing new materials for photovoltaic applications.Professor Jes Larson (studio arts): works on developing new creative works with her students that highlight sustainability. For the past few years, she has led the development of "Fashion Trashion" -- a performance where students design their own couture based on discarded materials.
	Text224: We work collaboratively with several environment and sustainability-related centers including: University of Minnesota West Central Research and Outreach Center (working on renewable energy technology development and energy conservation); the USDA Agricultural Research Service - North Central Soil Conservation Research Lab (working on studying climate change, soil conservation, water protection); University of Minnesota Center for Small Towns (which collaborates with communities on sustainability-related challenges, including clean water, clean energy, and land development); the University of Minnesota Institute on Renewable Energy and the Environment (IREE); the University of Minnesota Institute on the Environment
	Text225: No, it is one of their choices, though. They have four choices, "People and the Environment" is one of their options.
	Text226: 100
	Text227: We have four divisions: education, social sciences, humanities, and science and math. All four divisions offer courses in these areas. We do not have departments.
	Text228: No.
	Text229: 
	Text230: We do not yet have a way to quantify this data. However, nearly all of the projects that come out of our Admissions and External Relations offices are printed on at least 30% pc/recycled content and the majority of them are printed with FSC-certified shops
	Text231: Yes, most of our printed marketing materials are printed on FSC-certified paper.
	Text232: No.
	Text233: No.
	Text234: No. We ensure they are enabled when they are installed by our plant operations staff.
	Text235: No. We do have a low-cost shuttle that provides transportation to and from campus, which is about 5 blocks. We also provide bikes for students to use to get to "town". Our campus is in the town. We are a small school in a rural city with only 5,000 residents.
	Text236: 40
	Text237: More than 40% of our campus fleet is hybrid.
	Text238: The University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association initiated a bike-share program on campus last spring. 
	Text239: We are a residential school. Most of our students live on campus, or within a mile from campus. Our incentive is being a residential community.
	Text240: 5
	Text241: Most of our students live on campus or in the City of Morris.
	Text242: 10
	Text243: Most of our faculty and staff live in the City of Morris. The average "commute" is less than two minutes. During the academic year, from about November until April it can be cold and snowy, making biking/alternative transportation difficult. 
	Text244: 25
	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes, we have receptacles everywhere on our campus. Every couple of feet in buildings we have paper, plastic, newspaper and aluminum/tin recycling. We recycle: cardboard, plastic, aluminum, electronic materials, metal, glass, newsprint, books, mixed ledger and glossy materials on campus.
	Text247: Yes.
	Text248: No. We are currently working on developing a composting reduction program. Students, faculty and staff are working collaboratively to develop a Minnesota-based solution that can work in cold temperatures.
	Text249: No, we do not have an official waste-reduction policy. We do have waste reduction goals as articulated in our University of Minnesota Systemwide Sustainability plan.
	Text250: No. But, our students have a clothing swap during the year to exchange clothes and other goods. We also have a program before the end of the year where we do an intensive recycling campaign to get students to recycle to avoid last-minute discarding of recyclables at moveout.
	Text251:     http://www.morris.umn.edu/about/mission/
	Text252: The campus has had a sustainability coordinator since 2006. This was the first coordinator hired in the University of Minnesota-system. There is also a green campus task force that was established in 2008.
	Text253: In Minnesota, we are instructed to conform with the Minnesota B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines, which is like Minnesota's own version of LEED certification. It focuses on similar benchmarks, including achieving real reductions in energy usage for the building.
	Text254: Yes, we are members of the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment. We were members of the Chicago Climate Exchange until it ended. We have a carbon master plan for managing our reductions.
	Text255: Yes - consistent with our ACUPCC commitment, CCX commitments, and ongoing AASHE STARS commitment.
	Text256: Yes.  We already receive about 50% of our annualized electricity (SCOPE II) from a large 1.65 MW wind turbine (which was also the first large 1.65 turbine erected at a public school in the U.S.. Here is our current expected schedule of reductions. Our on-site biomass gasification plant will offset our SCOPE II fossil fuel emissions.In 2011, we expect a 30% reduction in our SCOPE I emissions. (primarily heating plant)In 2011, we expect a 50% reduction in our SCOPE II emissions. (purchased electricity)(the reduction will be in comparison to our 2007 or 2005 emissions)In 2012, we expect a 40% reduction in our SCOPE I emissions.In 2012, we expect a 70% reduction in our SCOPE II emissions.In 2013, we expect a 50% reduction in our SCOPE I emissions.In 2013, we expect a continued 70% reduction in our SCOPE II emissions.In 2014, we expect a 60% reduction in our SCOPE I emissions.In 2014, we expect a continued 70% reduction in our SCOPE II emissions.In 2015, we expect a 70% reduction in our SCOPE I emissions.In 2015, we expect a continued 70% reduction in our SCOPE II emissions.
	Text257: Yes, All private monies are held at the University of Minnesota Foundation and all public monies are held at the U of M Office of Investment and Banking.
	Text258: Yes, Morris is part of the University of Minnesota-system. Our system has a committee that has looked at improving investment responsibility. Recently, this work has manifested as increasing the number of choices in faculty and staff retirement investment options across the University of Minnesota.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 
	Text261: Do not have data. But, the University has invested significantly in renewable energy. For example, the most recent 1.65MW wind turbine was purchased with University bonds, which required a several million-dollar investment.
	Text262: Many of our students have worked collaboratively for years at Morris to create change.On a regional level, Naomi Wente has been working as a student leader with the Morris Healthy Eating Initiative and the local Pomme De Terre Food (PdT) Co-op to strengthen connections between local producers and local consumers. She has been tireless in her efforts and even serves on the Board of Directors of the PdT Co-op.On the state level, another student, Josh Preston, serves as chair of the board of Clean Up the River Environment (CURE), a rare honor for a student. CURE is one of the top environmental advocacy groups in western Minnesota. Together, they helped ensure that a large coal-fired plant was not constructed (Big Stone II).
	Text263: Yes, our students routinely lead and participate in regional and national events. Our students routinely participate and travel to Washington for PowerShift. This year, University of Minnesota, Morris and one of our Morris GreenCorps members hosted the Campus Energy Challenge for schools that are associated with the Upper Midwest Association for Campus Sustainability (umacs.org) - a regional competition to reduce fossil fuel emissions. And Morris will be hosting the UMACS conference in September 2011.
	Text264: Our campus has significant amounts of land set aside as "natural/green spaces", consistent with our campus preservation plan and our campus master plan. It is not hard for students on campus to find an area where they can find a private area to reflect. Our average square ft. per person on campus which is 3462, which is high compared to other like schools, and portion of that is "green space."
	Text265: Yes, we have a green cleaning policy on campus that specifically discusses indoor-air quality as a goal. We use GreenSeal certified products on campus.
	Text266: Yes. We have a course in Minnesota environment and geology that is field-based. There is also a trip to the Italy and Alps, which explores geology and environmental issues and is field-based. Our Geology Club also hosts a remarkable spring break trip every year open to everyone where they take students for 12-days on an exploration of the southwest United States.(see Professor Jim Cotter: cotterjf@morris.umn.edu for more information)
	Text267: Morris student leadership led the development of a disc golf course at a local riverside park. This is in a great location that sits along the ridge of the Pomme De Terre river and has a view of the twin 1.65 wind turbines that power our campus. Now, our Ultimate Frisbee Club uses this park. We have an organic gardening club, which provides students with an opportunity to grow food on campus and sell it in the fall.  We have a saddle club on campus (students can bring their horse to Morris if they want AND stable it on campus). And a lot more. All of this is school supported.
	Text268: In March 2010, Morris installed a 1.65 MW wind turbine along the ridge of the Pomme De Terre River. This now sits alongside another wind turbine installed by the University of Minnesota in 2005. Together, these turbines are expected to provide about 70% of our annualized electricity usage.We have installed a new 26-panel solar thermal array to help heat our shared Regional Fitness Center recreational pool.We have added a 3KW solar PV array for students to learn about thin-film technology.In 2010, the Morris Healthy Eating Initiative released its Community Food Assessment.
	Text269: We are proud of our student leadership, energy transformation, and healthy and sustainable food efforts.Also note, the University of Minnesota-system, Morris, Crookston, Duluth, Rochester, and University of Minnesota-Twin Cities have developed a Systemwide Sustainability Plan with goals, outcomes, measures and process steps for how we will work together to advance our shared and campus-specific sustainability goals. This plan details many of our aspirations and has been supported by University top administrators. 


