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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: University of California, Santa Cruz
	Text164: Aurora Winslade, Sustainability Manager
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	Text167: Santa Cruz, Ca 
	Text168: 16,332
	Text169: 
	Text170: 
	Text171: 2
	Text172: 44
	Text173: 22
	Text174: 2
	Text175: <1
	Text176: 21
	Text177: 4
	Text178: 4
	Text179: <1
	Text180: 
	Text181: 
	Text182: 99
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	Text186: 
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: Around $8,000-$10,000 annualy will be spent on Renewable Energy Credits from a variety of sources  (wind, solar, biogas, small-scale hydro, and geothermal) to augment the renewables that come from the local utility. Here is the specific informaiton regarding those: 

1) Cowell Health Center 225 MWh of RECs
2) Cowell Dining Commons 250 MWh of RECs
3) Porter Dining Commons 520 MWh of RECs
4) Engineering 2 2,500 MWh of RECs

Total Purchase for 2011: 3,495 MWh of RECs
Estimated Cost: $6,000-$10,000 

UCSC previously had a ballot measure that would support 100% of UCSC’s campus electrical load comes directly or indirectly from renewable sources, due in large part to a student fee referendum passed in 2006. 

However, in the Spring of 2010, the money raised by the same student measure was redirected to the Carbon Fund. This new fund is served by a committee, composed of five student members of campus sustainability groups, three staff members and an ex oficio faculty member. Students, faculty, and staff alike can apply annualy to the $100,000+ fund for carbon reducing projects on campus. 
	Text190: The Cogeneration Plant is responsible for the cogeneration plants at the heat plant and OPERS, central heating system, central condensing system, monitoring EMS system, monitoring and operating the campus high voltage grid and building management systems. 

UCSC's cogeneration plant uses natural gas. 
	Text191: 
	Text192: 100% of new buildings are required to be LEED Silver and we strive for LEED Gold. The Cowell Student Health Center, to be completed in 2 months, is striving for gold. UCSC has also begun the process of certifying existing buildings, successfully obtaining a LEED Silver certification for its Engineering 2 building (please see the press release at http://press.ucsc.edu/text.asp?pid=2926). Two more new construction projects are underway that will seek certification. 
	Text193: 0
	Text194: Since 1986, per capita water use at UCSC has been reduced by nearly 40%. The campus has reduced irrigation with computerized controllers, planting native and/or drought tolerant plants, reducing turf, and adding mulch. UCSC has installed a centrally controlled  irrigation system and weather station.
	Text195: 95
	Text196: Most indoor lighting has been retrofitted with compact fluorescent lighting or energy efficient T8's.  Stairwells have been equipped with BiLevel devices that dim the lights when the stairwell is empty.  Many rooms contain occupancy sensor devices and 10 occupancy sensors have been installed on vending machines. Lighting retrofits in the dining halls have saved nearly $10,000 annually. 
	Text197: ?
	Text198: 
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 
	Text202: Many energy-efficiency projects are being tackled through the LEED certification process of existing buildings. The Alliance to Save Energy's UCSC Green Campus program (http://ase.org/section/program/greencampus) also focuses on energy-efficiency retrofitting projects. A recent $2,160 grant from UCSC's Campus Sustainability Council has also gone to fund an inventory of current appliances, eventual replacement there of with Energy Star appliances, and cost-savings analysis.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 
	Text206: There are various methods used by the campus to monitor energy and water consumptions of buildings. A majority of buildings have sub meters to measure energy use, which was then evaulted using Energy Star's Building Portfolio Manger. 
Recently in 2010, there were also Lucid Design dashboards installed for 3 of our 8 colleges, which tracked real time electrical and natural gas consumption. This was also used to spur two seperate energy reducation competitions between the colleges in Fall and in Spring. UCSC also participated in the Campus Competition Nationals in the Fall of 2010. 
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 
	Text210: 
	Text211: 20
	Text212: We aim to source produce from the Agriculture & Land-Based Training Association (http://www.albafarmers.org/). 
	Text213: 15
	Text214: 100% of coffee and teas at UCSC Dining facilities are organic, and most third-party vendors serve organic or fair trade coffee. Over 80% of the items at the Express Store are natural or organic. 
	Text215: All UCSC Dining services (dining halls, restaurants, cafes and catering) follow Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program. 
	Text216: We have made Meatless Mondays permanent, where a different dining hall each week hosts a meat-free menu all day. 
	Text217: Yes, there are balanced vegarian and vegan options at every dining hall meal and campus eatery. UCSC made peta2's top 10 "Most Vegetarian Friendly College" in 2008 and 2009. 
	Text218: Bottled water was removed in March 2011 from UCSC Dining-run eateries. A group of students have formed Take Back the Tap to end all sales of bottled water from third-party vendors, the Wellness Center and student organization run events. 
	Text219: There are multiple farms and gardens at UCSC. The Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS) runs a 25-acre organic farm and the 2-acre Alan Chadwick Garden. There are also gardens at multiple colleges, including Kresge College which recently doubled in size, College 8, and Stevenson Garden (new this year). All gardens offer student volunteer, internship and academic credit opportunities. College 8 Garden has a student-taught garden class. 
	Text220: UCSC offers a single environmental studies BA, or combined with biology, earth sciences, or economics. We also offer degrees in Ecology and Evolution BS, Earth Sciences BS with a concentration in environmental geology, Plant Sciences BS, Marine Biology BS, and Chemistry BS with a concentration in environmental chemistry.
	Text221: Recent classes include: EART 142 Engineering Geology for Environmental Scientists; ENVS 142 Energy Politics & Policy; ENVS 196 Siting & Permitting Renewable Energy Facilities; EE 80J Renewable Energy Sources; and EE 80S Sustainable Engineering & Practice. 
	Text222: The Environmental Studies Department offers a list of courses in the department at http://envs.ucsc.edu/courses/ and a list of affiliated courses outside of the department at http://envs.ucsc.edu/undergraduate/Subs_Excepts.php . The Sustainability Office is working on a comprehensive list of all environmental courses offered at the university. 
	Text223: Michael Soule: A leading conservationist and the "father of modern conservation biology." Mark Mangel: Professor of mathematical biology, elected to the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Kenneth Bruland: Received the 2005 Clair C. Patterson Medal for Environmental Chemistry. Danny Kelso: Won the Pew fellowship in 2003-2004 to help save wild salmon. Erika Zavaleta: Awarded a Mellon Foundation grant to investigate the ecological impacts of the loss of plant species in California ecosystems. Karen Holl: received an Aldo Leopold Fellowship for top environmental scientists in 2008. Other esteemed faculty include Daniel Press, Lisa Sloan, Ravi Rajan and Sheldon Kamieniecki. 
	Text224: The Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems is a research, education, and public service program at the University of California, Santa Cruz, dedicated to increasing ecological sustainability and social justice in the food and agriculture system (http://casfs.ucsc.edu/). 


	Text225: The new General Education requirements for the class of 2014 includes an "Environmental Awareness" requirement. It also requires a 2-unit Service Learning course. College 8's core class, which all incoming College 8 freshman must take, is centered around the theme of "Environment and Society." They also offer a three-quarter option for the core course. 
	Text226: 33
	Text227: This is accurate as of the 2007 Sustainability Assessment (http://sustainability.ucsc.edu/sites/sustainability.ucsc.edu/files/docs/ucsc-assessment-curriculum.pdf)
	Text228: In addition to the UC Policy on Sustainable Practices (http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/sustainability/documents/policy_sustain_prac.pdf) which includes a guidelines to environmentally preferable purchasing, UCSC is working to develop more ambitious goals and a more comprehensive strategy for success in the 2010 Campus Sustainability Plan. This section includes goals such as "Increase Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) practices of goods including office supplies, appliances, electronics, and cleaning supplies," "Develop, publish, and distribute a Sustainable Purchasing Guide for the UCSC Campus," "Reduce purchases of goods and services when practical to improve campus sustainability performance," and "Use CruzBuy (e-procurement tool) to improve campus EPP purchases."
	Text229: 99
	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes
	Text232: Yes. Recognizing that electricity generation is a major contributor to air pollution and global warming issues, and clean water is a finite resource, the University values products that minimize the use of these resources. Please work to ensure your purchases support University efforts to reduce the use of electricity, natural gas, fuel oil, and water in all campus buildings in one or all of the following ways:

    * Energy-efficient equipment and lighting
    * Products for which the U.S. EPA Energy Star certification is available or equivalent non-certified products
    * Computers that qualify, at a minimum, for bronze EPEAT (Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool) certification
    * Water-saving products or processes
    * Support, at a minimum, LEED silver construction goals

	Text233: Questions on packaging design, recycle content, and recyclable opportunities are included in all UCSC Requests for Proposals (RFP) as gradable criteria.  RFP responses are made part of each award which means they are part of the contract. Two of our life science suppliers have return programs for Styrofoam® coolers. Incentives from our office supplier has increased the size of each order- orders are consolidated, less packaging is required.  We are working to decrease days/week of deliveries.
	Text234: Yes, it is mandated in the UC Sustainable Purchasing Policy that; 
1. For product categories that have ENERGY STAR® rated products available, the University will focus its procurement efforts only on products with an ENERGY STAR® rating, consistent with the needs of UC researchers. 
2.  For all electronic equipment, the supplier will deliver the items to the University with energy efficiency and conservation features enabled. 

	Text235: Yes. The campus operates its own on-campus shuttle service funded primarily through a student transit fee. No other fare is collected on the shuttles. They are open to all on-campus visitors, and no ID is required. The student transit fee also allows students to ride any regional transit bus on campus and throughout the county "fare free" by showing an up-to-date ID card. Additionally, a free bike shuttle operates from two locations in town to bring campus members up the steep hill to the university. The Westside bike shuttle has expanded its capacity this year to hold 18 bikes and riders. 
	Text236: 11% (rough) 
	Text237:  There are about 53 electrics, 5 cng, and 3 hybrids vehicles, however at this time a percentage has not been evaluated for all electric, hybrid, and or vehicles that use biofuels. 

UCSC vehicles use a variety of fuel sources; biodiesle, CNG, LPG, diesel, and unleaded.  TAPS has one shuttle and many vanpools that operate on compressed natural gas (CNG).  All diesel-fueled campus vehicles, including shuttle buses, run on a B-20 mixture including 20% soybean oil.  The UC Policy requires that campus fuels be at least 50% non-fossil fuels by 2010 (in addition to requiring a 20% increase in low-emission vehicles, compared to 2004-2005).
	Text238: In addition to the bike shuttle, UCSC offers 25 bikes that can be checked out for free to students through the Bike Library (http://http://bikelibrary.weebly.com/), and two bikes for staff at UCSC's off campus 2300 Delaware. UCSC is also home to the Bike Coop (http://bikecoop.ucsc.edu) a centrally located, not-for-profit, full-service, student cooperatively run bike shop that offers discounts and access to shop tools. The Office of Physical Recreation Education and Sports (OPERS) offers weekly free maintenance and repair clinics. OPERS and TAPS hold bike safety workshops and give away free bike lights and helmets on campus. UCSC has participated in Bike to Work Week for many years, and offers three on campus free breakfast locations for cyclists on Bike to School/Work Day on May 12. For walking, we have walking maps posted on every bus stop with walking paths highlighted and estimated travel times between points. These maps are also available as brochures in all campus mail rooms, libraries, and cafes. TAPS is working on a comprehensive Pedestrian Plan to solicit student feedback on barriers and benefits to walking to create better outreach and educational material for 2011-2012. 
	Text239: As described before, UCSC students have free access to Santa Cruz County Metro public transit services. Staff can buy subsidized monthly bus passes for $5/month. UCSC makes up 44% of ridership for the regional transit service with 26% of all person trips made to campus coming via regional transit. UCSC offers a discounted carpool parking pass. The Zipcar hourly car rental program has expanded to house multiple pick-up locations on campus, as well as a new Westside location. The campus currently operates 22 subsidized vanpools for commuting staff, faculty and students. Zimride is an online rideshare board for any UCSC community member to find or offer rides to campus or around the state (http://zimride.ucsc.edu).
	Text240: 25.8
	Text241: This is the percent of students who drive in a Single Occupancy Vehicle (SOV), but does not count students who carpool. 
	Text242: 41.7
	Text243: This is the percent of faculty and staff who commute in an SOV, but not carpool. 
	Text244: 84
	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes, there are communal recycling receptacles in all academic and residential areas. Many trash cans have been converted into dual trash-recycling bins with clear signage and racoon-proof doors. We have also relabeled many trash cans with "Goes to Landfill-Zero Waste by 2020" stickers. Cardboard recycling dumpsters have also been relabeled to be more clear. 
	Text247: We aim to make major events, such as OPERS Fall Festival to open the year, zero-waste. We have recycling, compost and trash receptacles, signage and student volunteers to staff waste stations and insure correct waste sorting. 
	Text248: All five of our dining halls compost all pre- and post-consumer food scraps. We divert over 85 tons per year of food scraps from the landfill to a commercial composting facility off-site. Colleges 8, 9, 10 and Kresge collect residential food scraps from student apartments to compost on-site. 
	Text249: UC Santa Cruz is committed to become a zero waste campus by 2020. (http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/sustainability/documents/policy_sustain_prac.pdf). In addition, the 2010 Campus Sustainability Plan includes extensive goals and planning surrounding recycling and waste management. In November 2010, Ecology Action and UCSC Zero Waste by 2020 conducted a residential waste audit of the campus to identify targeted goods, such as paper towels, we can reduce use of to lower waste.
	Text250: UCSC Zero Waste Move Out, held by Housing Conservation Services, held successful clothing and "junk" swaps at every residential college at the end of spring 2010. We have a Facebook group and table in dining halls promote zero-waste move out. There are also year-round free boxes, such as at the Kresge Food Co-Op. 
	Text251: Yes. UCSC has a "sustainability vision statement" available at http://sustainability.ucsc.edu/content/sustainability-vision-statement. The vision reads: “Sustainability is our way of thinking about everything we do in planning, building design and construction, renovation, purchasing, landscape, energy, water, waste, product consumption, emissions, transportation, etc. Sustainable practices support ecological, human, and economic health and viability. Sustainability means meeting present needs without compromising ecosystems or the prospects of future generations to meet their own needs. Through its historic commitment to the environment, UCSC will be a steward of our community and a leader in advancing global sustainability.” 
	Text252: UCSC employs a full-time Sustainability Manager, two part-time staff in the Sustainability Office, a Climate Manager, and a Sustainabilty Intern Coordinator, as well as over a twenty student interns. The campus also has a Comm. on Sustainability and Stewardship, with associated sustainability working groups, Advisory Committee on Campus Planning and Stewardship and has recently established an executive committee on sustainability.
	Text253: Yes, the following is stated in out UC Sustainble Policy regarding constructing or renovating buildings; 
1. Renovation of buildings that require 100% replacement of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and replacement of over 50% of all non-shell areas (interior walls, doors, floor coverings and ceiling systems) should at a minimum comply with a UC equivalent to a LEED™-NC 2.1, or most current version of the LEED NC program, certified rating.  Subject to life cycle cost analysis, such projects should outperform Title 24, Part 6, that is currently in effect, by 20% and register with the Savings by Design program.  

2. The University planning and design process will include explicit consideration of lifecycle cost 
along with other factors in the project planning and design process, recognizing the importance of long-term operations and maintenance in the performance of University facilities.
	Text254: The school has made three official commitments with emissions reduction goals: the UC Policy on Sustainable Practices, American Colleges and Universities Presidents Climate Commitment and Climate Action Compact. UCSC plans to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions for all emission categories to 2000 levels by 2014 and to 1990 levels by 2020. That would be a reduction of 11,500 metric tons by 2014 and 21,000 metric tons by 2020. By 2050, UCSC aims to reduce emissions to 80% below 1990s levels. UCSC has developed a Climate Action Plan to address these goals and has drafted a Campus Sustainability Plan to be released for comment within the next few months.
	Text255: The campus has completed third-party certified greenhouse gas reporting with the California Climate Action Registry since 2006 and staffs three full-time positions (and additional student interns) to pursue energy efficiency measures.
	Text256: Between 2007 and 2008 UCSC reduced Scope 1 and 2 carbon emissions from 42,062 to 36,687 metric tons (nearly 13%).
However, we have just hired a Carbon Manager to 
	Text257: The information is available through the UC Office of the Treasurer (see http://www.ucop.edu/treasurer/invpol/GEP_Holdings_12-31-08.pdf).
	Text258: Investment is considered primarily at a UC system-wide level, so UCSC does not have a campus specific investment-responsibility committee.

Most investments at this level are guided at a UC system-wide level rather than subject to campus-specific control. However, the UC's have taken environmental responsibility into consideration and are likely to continue to do so as indicated by their passing and support of the UC Policy on Sustainable Practices (http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/sustainability/documents/policy_sustain_prac.pdf) which includes a section on "Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Practices."
	Text259: No
	Text260: 
	Text261: Unknown currently, but wokring on this through the STARS rating assessment. 
	Text262: UCSC has one of the most extensive portfolios of student programs to implement sustainability on campus in the nation. Many of these are funded by the Campus Sustainability Council, a student government committee that allocates $240,000 of student fees annually to student organizations to implement sustainability programs and projects. The Education for Sustainable Living Program has won international recognition (2005 oikos International award) for the student-run course and lecture series that engages over 300 students annually in campus and community sustainability projects.  Since 2002, the Student Environmental Center has organized an annual Campus Earth Summit to bring together the entire community to create a "Blueprint for a Sustainable Campus." This event has led to countless changes on campus including the establishment of our Committee on Sustainability and Stewardship.
	Text263: UCSC participated in the Campus Conservation Nationals, a real-time energy and water reduction competition against 40 universities, in November 2010 (http://www.competetoreduce.org/). We also hosted the Real Food Challenge's West Coast Strengthening the Roots Convergence, where over 300 high school and college food activists came to UCSC for workshops and organizing around sustainable food issues (http://realfoodchallenge.org/wcsummit2011). 
	Text264: UCSC sits on 2,000 acres of land, 55% of which is designated as Campus Natural Reserve or other restricted use area in the 2005 Long-Range Development Plan. The UCSC Campus Natural Reserve consists of 410 acres of natural land set aside to preserve natural communities for teaching, field research, and natural history interpretation.
	Text265:  EH&S staff participate in the UC Indoor Air Quality committee and strive to adhere to the UC IAQ document: Indoor Air Quality: Education, Prevention, & Investigation. EH&S works with all parties to understand  problems and identify solutions that are agreeable to everyone; custodial services selects and utilizes cleaning materials that minimize the possibility of adverse reactions.
	Text266: The Environmental Studies department offers Field Quarter every spring, a historic program that takes students around multiple UC natural reserves across the state to perform field research and analyze philosophy for upper-division academic credit. ENVS and Biology partner to offer Supercourse in spring, which is open to both ENVS and Biology students. Earth Sciences offers a senior field internship option to complete the major over a spring and summer term. 
	Text267: The Office of Physical Education Recreation and Sports (OPERS) offers low-cost equipment rentals for backpacking and ocean sports and a wide range of outdoor activities including weekend and day trips, classes from wilderness survival to outdoor cooking, and the Wilderness Orientation Program which takes nearly 100 incoming freshmen on backpacking trips in the eastern Sierras.  There are certification and training programs in wilderness leadership and Wilderness Medicine through the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS). Two and five-unit internships through Environmental Studies are also offered with a variety of environmental non-profits, farms, and outdoor education programs.
	Text268: UC Santa Cruz has increased the number of LEED certified buildings on campus, increased sustainable food purchasing, launched a campaign to end the sale of plastic water bottles on campus, and started a new student group Program Recognizing Office Practicing Sustainability (PROPS), which assess offies on sustainable practices, energy, and waste, then provides a green office certification.  Additionally, three student fee measures were passed in spring 2010, which together provide about $450,000 of funding to sustainable food programming, greenhouse gas reduction projects(Carbon Fund), and student internships. 
	Text269: -The dining halls went "trayless" in Fall 2008 to reduce food waste (students take smaller portions) and save water and energy associated with washing. This saved over 30,000 gallons of water monthly and reduced food waste by 25-35%.
-As of spring 2010, all instructional computing labs switched to standard double-sided printing. 
-"Impact Designs: Engineering & Sustainability through Student Service" is a new yearlong course in which students work in teams with on and off-campus staff mentor to create and implement projects that increase sustainability. (http://sustainability.ucsc.edu/sustainability.ucsc.edu/ideass- The Community Agroecology Network helps establish coffee growing cooperatives in Latin American countries that grow organic, shade grown coffee. Then they help market the coffee directly to consumers for a much higher return to farmers than even traditional fair trade coffee. A student organization works closely with this non-profit, based at UCSC, to send students to complete internships and learn from and with the cooperative communities. CAN coffee is available in all UCSC Dining halls, Perk coffee stations and cafes. -Summer Orientation has hired a student "Sustainability Leader" to work year-round on greening orientation efforts. We are entering our fourth year of zero-waste orientation meals and handing out reusable canvas bags instead of plastic bags. We will also be handing out flash drives with information to incoming students, instead of paper brochures. 
-The Alliance to Save Energy's Green Campus Program, a student group at UCSC, won the 2010 Best Practice Award in Student Energy Efficiency at the CA Higher Education in Sustainability Conference. 



