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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text188: Steam from Co-generation facility
	Text189: The University’s 25 MW, natural gas-fired cogeneration facility provides electricity and steam heat for 75% of the main campus.  Most of the the remainder of the main campus and nearby research-focused Depot Campus receive electricity that is purchased from the grid and, pursuant to a long-term contract, a minimum 25% of this electricity is generated from renewable resources (e.g., wind, solar, hydro) - the grid in this part of CT includes primarily natural gas, nuclear, oil and hydro.  The cogeneration facility uses natural gas (with ultra-low sulfur fuel oil as an emergency back-up fuel source) to fire three Solar Taurus 70 combustion turbine generators. Waste heat from the turbines is used to produce high pressure steam, which is then used in a steam turbine generator to produce additional electricity. The steam turbine exhaust or reduced steam is supplied to internal plant use, to provide Chilled Water via the three York absorption chillers or to the campus distribution network. The network reduces the steam to low pressure 65 psig for building heating and kitchen service. In addition, because UConn’s cogeneration facility is a highly efficient form of distributed generation, it is defined as a Class III Renewable Energy source by the State of Connecticut and it generates Class III Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). Working with the CT Center for Advanced Technologies (CCAT), UConn is in the midst of developing a Renewable/Sustainable Energy Strategic Plan that will facilitate the installation of up to six different types of distributed generation on our campus, including solar (PV and thermal), wind, geothermal, biomass/biofuels and fuel cell technologies.
	Text190: Low pressure steam from the COGEN facility is used for campus heating. Buildings not connected to the steam loop are heated by either natural gas, fuel oil, or electric heat.
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Pursuant to UConn's Sustainable Design & Construction Policy, adopted by our Board of Trustees in 2007, all new construction and major renovation projects must be designed, constructed and certified by the USGBC to achieve a minimum performance standard of LEED Silver. 
	Text193: 5
	Text194: Except for temporary watering to establish new plantings, UConn does not irrigate landscaping or lawn areas, only certain athletic fields.  Also, UConn has installed 12 rain gardens on campus that receive stormwater runoff from rooftops or large impervious surface areas such as roads and parking lots, and serve as a low impact development alternative to catch basins and storm drainage systems.  UConn also has two green roof installations, planted with drought tolerant sedum, at Gant Plaza and the new Social Sciences and Humanities Building West. In addition, UConn is pursuing construction of a Reclaimed Water Facility that will treat up to 500,000 gallons per day of effluent from UConn's wastewater treatment facility.  This reclaimed water will be reused as cooling or makeup water at our cogen facility and potentially also for irrigation of certain athletic fields.
	Text195: 90
	Text196: Through participation in an energy efficiency rebate program, UConn is converting over 1 million square feet of building space to highly efficient lighting systems. New T-5 fluorescent lighting systems and occupancy/daylight sensors are projected to reduce energy consumption for lighting by 70%.  Sixty-seven buildings are targeted for conversion with 54 completed to date. Virtually all buildings on campus use florescent lighting, from T-8 bulbs, to CFLs and T-5s with indirect pendant fixtures.  All exit signs and certain outdoor lighting use LED bulbs. . 
	Text197: 100
	Text198: According to a state law adopted several years ago, UConn purchases only Energy Star-rated appliances.  At this point, most of the appliances now in service are Energy Star-rated, although some older, non-Energy Star appliances remain in use but will likely be replaced over the next few years.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: ~30
	Text202: In 2010, UConn began retro-commissioning (primarily improving the efficiency of HVAC and mechanical, electrical systems) in 34 buildings (largest energy users) on campus in 3 phases.  The first phase is nearly complete. This will result in an annual savings of $500,000 in energy costs and a reduction of 3000 tons of GHG from UConn's carbon footprint. We've also replaced the windows and associated insulation in all of our residence halls over the past several years.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: Since 2004, UConn has implemented a program to sub-meter nearly all buildings on campus, using Andover Controls building management systems.  Data is collected and analyzed.  We use this data to conduct our annual EcoMadness energy and water conservation competition in the dorms.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 90
	Text210: (See above response for Electricity.  Also, UConn owns and operates a public water supply system for the campus and surrounding community. Thus, we meter our water consumption/demand from campus buildings in order to conserve water and minimize the impact of pumping our wells on nearby rivers (especially during drier periods), and we also monitor and control our water supply system to detect and repair distribution leaks.
	Text211: ~34
	Text212: The University of Connecticut is the single largest purchaser of locally grown foods in the State of Connecticut, purchasing from over 30 local farms and spending over $500,000 per year on locally grown food items. We have a well-established Local Routes program, and we also maintain our own apiary and dairy. 
	Text213: ~20
	Text214: UConn serves USDA-certified organic sugar, rice, flour, and produce in our dining halls. We also serve hormone and antibiotic-free meat and dairy products, and all coffee sold on campus is Fair Trade certified. 
	Text215: In 2009 UConn participated in a program to use MSC certified salmon, but, due to fiscal constraints, had to drop out the program the past 2 years. When possible, locally caught seafood is served on campus. 
	Text216: Roughly 66% of the 180,000+ meals served on campus have meat or fish options. There is no method through the supplier to track whether or not the meat is form grass-fed animals. All meat served is hormone and antibiotic-free. 
	Text217: One third of the meal options at every meal are vegetarian or vegan. 
	Text218: Yes, bottled water is sold and distributed. However, outreach campaigns have worked to make more reusable water bottle options available to students, and educate them about using reusable bottles and mugs. Discounted refills are also provided to encourage the activity. 
	Text219: Yes, the campus maintains two working ~1 acre gardens, and several hundred acres of traditional farm and pasture land; all of which employ student labor for their maintenance. The CSA has a 3 year waiting list, and the organic farm land area is being expanded this summer after its pilot in 2010. The two smaller farms are completely student-run. 
	Text220: Yes, the campus has concentrations across nine different majors focusing on sustainable land use and development, environmental studies and policy, marine resources, ecology studies, and alternative fuel technology. Exact programs offered include the departments of Agricultural & Resource Economics, Natural Resources and the Environment, Environmental Engineering, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Marine Sciences, and Coastal Studies. Several students have individualized areas of focus related to food policy, sustaining marine protected areas, climate change impact evaluation, environmental and land use policy, sustainable water use, and habitat fragmentation. 
	Text221: ARE4444 Economics of Energy and the Environment; ENVE3260 Introduction to Environmental Rate Processes; ME3295 Fuel Cells; ME3285 Sustainable Energy and Systems; ME5320 Energy Materials; ME3295 Energy Systems; MSE4801 Materials for alternative, renewable energy
	Text222: http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/courses2.html;  http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/ecohuskysays.html
	Text223: http://web2.uconn.edu/seagrant/documents/grants2010.pdf- consortium of scientists working to preserve marine habitatDean Mun Choi: http://www.engr.uconn.edu/me/cms/index.php/people/47-munchoi.htmlPrabhakar Singh: http://www.engr.uconn.edu/newcgfccdirector.phpPeter Luh:  http://www.ee.uconn.edu/faculty.php?f_id=14
	Text224: Office of Environmental Policy; Biofuels Consortium; ACUPCC; Center for Clean Energy Engineering; Center for Environmental Sciences & Engineering; Center for Conservation & Biodiversity; Center for Land Use Education and Research; Local Routes; Sea Grant Program; Center for Integrative Geosciences; CT Cooperative Extension Agency; Department of Agriculture; Department of Environmental Protection
	Text225: There is no Gen-Ed environmental or sustainability course requirement. However, starting Fall 2011, First Year educational course instructors will be integrating sustainability modules into their classes for first year students. These efforts are expected to bring a sustainability focus to the majority of incoming students. 
	Text226: ~45
	Text227: 
	Text228:  We have undertaken energy saving initiatives such as our University purchasing policy, which specifies that all appliances must meet EPA’s Energy Star standards for efficiency; all cleaning products must be green Seal Approved; all fuel must be ultra-low sulfur content; all paper must have minimum 30% recycled content. Further policies encourage the purchase of sustainably and/or locally produced low or no VOC paints, sealants and coatings, and construction materials using recycled content. The Local Routes program works to obtain large numbers of food items from sustainable and local sources. The President's Committee on Social and Corporate Responsibility has been successful in implementing policies for several target items sold on campus; such as Fair Trade coffee and athletic gear, locally produced beverages, and Dell laptop covers. The University also uses (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) Silver certification as a minimum performance standard for all major construction and renovation projects. In fact, in 2007, the Burton Family Football Complex / Mark R. Shenkman Training Center became the first LEED Silver-certified athletic facilities in the NCAA. 
	Text229: 100
	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes; our second page letterhead and our colored papers are FSC certified and our offset papers are SFI certified. 
	Text232: All new appliances purchased must be Energy-Star certified
	Text233: We do not have packaging agreements for waste minimization at this time
	Text234: New appliances and equipment must be Energy Star rated. We also run a sustainable offices program that educates faculty and staff about using existing older products most efficiently. 
	Text235: The University runs a fleet of 20 shuttle buses on 6 different bus lines, free of charge, for the campus and immediate surrounding areas. The shuttle buses operate on weekdays from 6:45 AM until 12:00 AM, with a reduced schedule on weekends, holidays, and breaks. There is also a free apartment shuttle that operates to connect the campus with local student apartment housing. The campus has an arrangement with the local WRTD regional bus line to connect the neighboring city of Willimantic with the campus. Individuals presenting a university ID may use this service for free.  
	Text236: ~66
	Text237: Of the passenger car fleet of ~170 vehicles, 6 are hybrid gas/ electric. Biodiesel is produced on campus in a laboratory, and is mixed directly into a storage tank with traditionally obtained diesel fuel. This blend, containing a small percentage of biodiesel, is used to power all diesel operated vehicles on campus, estimated at around 300 vehicles. Total vehicle count on campus is estimated at ~475, including farm vehicles with plates. A grant proposal is being submitted April 24, 2011 for the purchase of an all-electric estar vehicle as well. 
	Text238: The university is implementing a bike sharing plan with 20 free bicycles for lending. Improvements to over 5 miles of shared roadways, shared pedestrian ways, and true bicycle paths have been implemented. Over 100 bike racks have been instlalled, with an additional 40 scheduled for summer installation. Renovation plans for downtown Storrs include bike paths, and outdoor and indoor storage units. Sidewalk installation on peripheral arteries is being planned, and the university has promoted walker safety educational programs. The completion of a road extension project under construction will provide additional bike and walking paths, and will alleviate traffic congestion on the Rte 195 side of campus. Evaluation of traffic patterns is also being used to improve pedestrian and bike traffic in heavily used areas.  
	Text239: In addition to the aforementioned fleet of shuttle buses and collaborations with the WRTD, the campus operates shuttle services for the regional airport and train stations. In spring 2011, a new Megabus service, with low-cost routes to Hartford and New York City, was introduced for regional transit. The Human Resources department operates a carpool service for staff and faculty. The campus Climate Action Task Force created additional recommendations for additional incentives to encourage low-emission transportation at the University, and these recommendations were written into the campus long-range Climate Action Plan. http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/pcc/climateactionplan.html
	Text240: ~23
	Text241: 
	Text242: ~92
	Text243: The campus is in a very rural location with very limited public transportation options. 
	Text244: 19.5
	Text245: Of the solid waste that is not recycled, only 5% is directed to the landfill. The remainder is sent to a resource recovery/ waste-to-energy facility. http://williwaste.com/
	Text246: Trash and recycling bins are available in all common areas throughout campus. During the summer of 2010, 100 more outdoor recycling bins were located. The University has moved to Single Stream Recycling for its bins, and has posted new guidelines. An updated informational page about recycling efforts can be found here:  http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/recyclingprogram.htmIn addition, UConn runs an e-waste recycling program, with receptacles located in 15 location on campus. More information can be found here:  http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/E-Waste.htm
	Text247: During the Fall of 2009, new recycling bins were placed throughout Rentschler Field Stadium  and tailgating areas of UConn football games. Bins are available at the Gampel Pavillion and other indoor sporting event centers. Outreach activities were coducted to encourage recycling. Sneaker recycling bins were placed in athletics facilities during the annual sneaker recycling drive. Finally, Dining Services is required to provide recycling bins at all events being catered. 
	Text248: The South Dining Hall, one of UConn's largest dining halls, has implemented a pilot food composting system that recycles almost 100% of food waste for that location using an in-kitchen decomposer. Waste product is used to nourish the campus water treatment facility. There are plans to implement similar systems in the other large dining halls. Also in 2010, a large composting facility was set up to handle agricultural and landscaping wastes. The facility went live in August, 2010; and currently handles an estimated 100% of landscaping waste and at least 50% of appropriate animal waste. A small percentage of food waste, collected by student in the Floriculture and Eco-garden Club, is also collected for composting to produce plant fertilizer. 
	Text249: There are several state mandates in Connecticut that cover recycling and use and purchase of recycled materials. A comprehensive overview can be found here: http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/reduce_reuse_recycle/schools/schoolfact01.pdfThe mandates provide a list of 11 materials that cannot be sent to landfills, and provide guidance on recycled content in products purchased in high volume. The mandate also stipulates that at least 25% of the waste stream must be recycled. The University is compliant with these regulations. While there is no stated campus policy for Zero-waste, the university has recognized several efforts to voluntarily reduce waste. In addition to the composting and recycling guidelines mentioned, the campus have a yearly move-out program (Give and Go) that in 2010 netted 14,000 lbs of usable durable goods and food that were redistributed. A Sustainable Design and Construction Policy also mandates that 90% of the material waste from construction sites be recycled.
	Text250: The annual Give & Go program is a coordinated effort to reduce waste generated by end-of-year student moves. This year's program will have centrally located collection stations at 13 sites around campus, over the span of 3 days. Last year's collection netted 14,000lb of materials that were donated to local non-profits and charities, and it is expected this year's program will net similar amounts. 
	Text251: The 2009-2014 Academic Plan contains wording that includes environmental sustainability as one of its three key foundations. Excerpts from the plan include: "And in our role as a land and sea grant institution, we seek to promote the state’s economic development and social well-being by advancing new science, improving the cultural fabric, protecting the natural environment, and enhancing the quality of healthcare.""Our World emphasizes the need to build on our strengths in human rights, education, andenvironmental research and to prepare our students for work and personal success asparticipants in an internationalized economy and an increasingly diverse society.""For example,problems of environmental sustainability cannot be addressed solely by grasping thescientific principles that lead to technical solutions. Successful resolution also requiresunderstanding their ethical, social, legal, economic, and cultural implications from a global perspective""Develop enhanced degree programming and course opportunities forundergraduates in emerging areas of interdisciplinary excellence andworkforce demand. Leverage our emerging excellence in environmental studies to offer focused programsthat will enhance the ability of our students to understand and solve criticalenvironmental and ecological issues""Strategy E: Engage communities in collaborative efforts to address pressingenvironmental issues. Establish partnerships between students, faculty, staff and community leaders toidentify and address local environmental challenges; Continue to enhance extension-related outreach activities; Develop a university plan to reduce our carbon footprint that involves university staff,students, and faculty as well as community members and leaders."The full text of the Academic Plan can be found here at http://www.academicplan.uconn.edu/files/UConnAcademicPlan.pdfThe University adopted an environmental policy statement in 2004 that outlines our commitment to environmental policy and stewardship, focusing on 6 key principles, the statement can be seen here: http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/policystate.html 
	Text252: There are several individuals involved with the oversight of campus environmental initiatives. A FT director gives 50% of his time; and a FT administrator gives an unspecified portion of her time. A PT coordinator devotes 100% of her time, and six student interns give 100% of their time. A panel of ~30 faculty, staff, and student members, known as the Environmental Policy Advisory Council (EPAC), provides guidance on campus environmental policy to the President and Provost. EPAC is supported by active work groups composed of experts in sustainable land use, energy, recycling, and environmental literacy; whose sum total of participants is greater than 200 individuals. 
	Text253: The University of Connecticut is in the process of retrocommissioning 34 of its older buildings on campus. Detail directly from the Climate Action Plan (CAP) is included below, which describes ongoing metering and evaluation measures that will be used to analyze projects. "E.2.1 Establish a program to continuously commission buildings.It is estimated that retrocommissioning campus buildings can have an immediate impact of 10% or more on campus energy use (EH&E 2009). Furthermore, retrocommissioning doesn’t require an investment in capital equipment. Therefore, the University should identify campus ‘energy hogs’ and develop action plans to reduce building energy demand.a. Establish a building HVAC retrocommissioning program, which includes: Conducting complete energy audits on buildings; Prioritizing audits by current building energy usage or by other economic means; Reviewing maintenance and submetering records to identify unanticipated sources of high energy use, unexplained utility usage fluctuations or increases in maintenance calls; and Developing action plans and implementing corrective actions.b. Identify energy efficiency improvement opportunities associated with building maintenance and renovation. To minimize energy consumption, evaluate building envelopes (e.g. windows, insulation) and strive to maintain and upgrade where needed by: Upgrading roof and wall insulation to current energy code levels; Minimizing water and wind infiltration; and Maximizing serviceability.E.2.2 Adjust building temperature set points and occupancy schedules.In general, estimates suggest a 1-2% savings of total utility costs for each degree that the temperature is raised or lowered (during summer and winter, respectively). The University should therefore implement a campus policy regarding temperature set points and occupancy schedules. The policy should include the following elements: Building temperature ranges or set points tied to the ASHRAE 66-2004 or other appropriate industry standard. Established hours of building operation and building occupancy schedules. Identification of occupant responsibilities related to turning off lights, office equipment, closing fume hoods, etc. Identification of specialized areas – such as animal facilities, collections, data center, galleries, etc. – that would be exempt from the guidelines. A process to seek a deviation from operating hours via an appropriately identified University approving authority. Identification of Energy Management Systems (EMS) role in the process.To ensure effectiveness and continuous improvement: Develop a list of the most energy efficient buildings and prioritize scheduling accordingly. Conduct annual reviews of operational schedules and monitor for undocumented or unapproved modifications throughout the year. Update occupancy schedules as needed to remain current with changes in building utilization and department needs."In addition, the Sustainable Design and Construction Policy details life-cycle events of construction projects:http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/sustainabledesign.html
	Text254: Yes, in 2010 former President Hogan approved the Campus Climate Action Plan (CAP) into effect. the CAP was developed by the aforementioned Climate Action Task Force and the EPAC workgroups, and targets a strategy to make the University carbon-neutral by the year 2050. The plan was developed as part of UConn's commitment according to the agreements in the 2008 signing of the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) agreement. The 2010 ACUPCC report submitted by UConn can be found at this link: http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap/576/
	Text255: Yes, the University has kept records of GHG emissions since 1996. An annual GHG audit has been conducted at the main campus since 2004, with continual improvements made to the data collection and processing each year. The CA-CP carbon calculator is used to convert data points into GHG estimates. In 2008, the Climate Action Plan was signed into effect, detialing the plan for carbon neutrality in emissions by 2050. UConn's high-efficiency cogeneration plant provides 75% of required electricity and steam heating for the campus, making the university directly responsible for up to 80% of its own emissions due to energy usage. The baseline year for emissions evaluation is 2007.  http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/pcc/ghginventory.html
	Text256: A travel ban implemented during the recession may have artificially lowered our emissions for the last reporting cycle. Efficiency upgrades to the cogeneration facility, steam lines, and water chillers; as well as LEED silver building codes for new buildings and renovation projects; have helped the university remain at previous levels of emissions despite the addition of several large new buildings and programs. Installation of a natural gas fuel cell this year is expected to take most of the remaining 25% of energy usage off-grid for 2012. 
	Text257: Information on the school's endowment fund is available to trustees, senior administrators, and select members of the school community. It is publicly accessible in accordance with open records legislation. 
	Text258: The UConn Foundation has an Investment Committee to which environmental concerns can be raised. The Foundation received a presentation from the director of the Office of Environmental Policy and a guest speaker in 2009 regarding environmentally sustainable endowment practices. The Foundation also employs a fund manager exploring sustainable energy and investment opportunities, and advising the investment committee on such. http://www.foundation.uconn.edu/stories-of-giving/2011-03-investment.html
	Text259: To date, the University has no formal policy for this item. 
	Text260: ~5
	Text261: Estimated based upon investments in numerous funds, and our Foundation's stated commitment to value environmental stewardship and responsibility. 
	Text262: We have many student leaders, interns, and graduate and undergraduate research assistants on campus who are working on a variety of environmental initiatives. These include student interns in the Office of Environmental Policy (OEP)(including the student environmental group Eco-Husky President and President of UConn's Engineers Without Borders chapter) and Facilities Department; students active in over  2 dozen environmentally active student groups and organizations; and students enrolled at the undergraduate and graduate level of many programs. Many of these work on development of new technologies and assessment tools, and outreach to inform the community at large of the advances in technology and understanding. Interns at the OEP lead educational events such as sustainable office programs; a large Earth Day celebration and educational event; recycling campaigns; Give and Go; and campaigns to reduce water and energy usage by students. Our ConnPIRG student group has been active at the state and local levels of advocacy on environmental issues, and are spearheading a waste-reduction program this year. This year, 2 student interns at the OEP received the Udall Scholarship for their work in environmental sustainability. Students in the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources are working on initiatives for evaluation of coastal marine protected areas and sustainable land use in the State of Connecticut. 
	Text263: Every year, students participate in an Eco-madness water an energy conservation event, which nets a reduction of 13-14% reduction in the participating dorms. Last year's participation in the NIke "Re-use a Shoe" program netted ~6000lb of recycled footwear.  
	Text264: UConn owns 2400 acres of undeveloped open space near its main campus, which it maintains as low-impact use open space, with usage for hiking, fishing, horseback riding, forest research, grazing, and crop production; including a Community Supported agriculture farm, an apiary, and student run organic farm. There is the 64 acre Open Space Hillside Env. Education Park (HEEP) with 2 miles of open trails and 2 overlooks with public access. Our East campus has an additional  800 acres of of UConn owned forest and farmland, as either preservation area or or conservation area. Half of this tract is  used for grazing and  livestock production; and the other half is public access open space used for hiking, fishing, and forest conservation. . 
	Text265: UConn adheres to the State of CT Exec Order # 14 and the July, 2007 Act Concerning Use of Cleaning Products in State Buildings. Only Green Seal cleaning products may be purchased. Our Environmental Health and Safety Office has developed a comprehensive Indoor Air Quality Program, for which they conduct IAQ evaluations and recommend response action items. Requirements for maintaining good IAQ are included in the codes for service, maintenance, and construction activities; as outlined in the Contractor EH&S Manual available online at http://www.fas.uconn.edu/Contractor_EHS_Manual.pdf
	Text266: Many departments, including the departments of Agricultural and Resource Economics; Animal Science; Ecology and Evolutionary Biology; Natural resources, Plant Science; Geosciences: Anthropology; Human Rights; and Environmental Sciences routinely include fieldwork components in their programs. 
	Text267: The UConn Outdoors program leads outdoor sports trips (hiking, kayaking, rock climbing, etc.) regionally and nation-wide. The Community Outreach office hosts annual Alternative Break trips with an environmental focus; and many Community Service events of environmental remediation. The Eco-House living and Learning Community offers outdoor activities and trips several times a semester. Many student organizations also host outdoor activities throughout the year. 
	Text268: • Began implementing action items in UConn’s Climate Action Plan, developed pursuant to the ACUPCC: o Continued lighting upgrades at an additional 40 buildings (for total of 54 over two years)o Continued retro-commissioning at 34 largest energy consuming buildings for projected reduction of 3,000 tons of CO2 per yearo Completed replacement of several hundred feet of central steam heat distribution and condensate return pipes to conserve energy lost through leakso Contracted with UTC Power to install and operate a 400 kW fuel cell that will provide electricity and heat for most of a research-focused section of our main campus known as the Depot Campus• Installed UConn’s second green roof on a LEED Silver-registered classroom building that will be completed and open for occupancy in June 2011• Opened $1 million agricultural waste compost facility in August 2010 (covered and on asphalt pad to protect water resources) and composted 1200 tons of organic waste in the first 6 months • Developed RFP for a car-sharing program to include fuel efficient vehicles and reduce student VMTs on and around campus• Acquired 20 bikes and developed agreement among student organizations and staff departments for operating a bike-sharing program that will use ID cards to loan bikes from the iDesk at our main Library• Held 4 Green Game Days at football and basketball games to increase recycling at athletic events and raise environmental awareness among Husky fans• Held 5th annual Earth Day Spring Fling (2010) with 35 vendors/exhibitors on the main campus, attended by more than 2,000 people; 50 vendors/exhibitors signed up for 2011 event (April 21,  2011) • Established Campus Sustainability Fund (late-2009) through the UConn Foundation to support costs of campus sustainability initiatives, events and activities• Provost’s Environmental Committee developed and circulated for faculty, staff and student comment a proposal to establish an Environmental Studies B.A. degree to complement a strong Environmental Science B.S degree program• Renovated and opened a UConn-owned residential farm house as “Spring Valley Farm,” an organic farming living and learning community for students residents to cultivate vegetables and herbs on an adjacent 1-acre plot 
	Text269: -The Edwin Way Teale Lecture Program has been available free to the public since 1995. The series is designed to bring a variety of distinguished speakers to the University to speak on various environmental issues and items related to nature and the environment.  -Hired CCAT and began developing Renewable/Sustainable Energy Strategic Plan to guide installation of clean, distributed energy sources on campus-Executed lease with CT-based OptiWind to install and beta-test unique 300 kW wind turbine at Torrington regional campus -The Corporate Social Responsibility Committee worked to bring Fair Trade and socially and environmentally responsible merchandise, coffee, and goods to campus-A trayless initiative in our dining halls (with the exception of one), started in 2009, reduced our food waste by 30%, and water and energy usage by 20-25%-The UCon Co-Op's "Wooden Nickel program," which gives purchasers the option to not use a plastic bag and instead donate a nickel to one of four charitable causes, has reduced plastic bag use by 75% at the UConn Co-Op, and contributed thousands of dollars to the Campus Sustainability Fund and 4 other charitable causes. 


