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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text216: Sodexo does not provide dollar amounts, but does indicate that 17% of total purchases were spent on meat products in recent years. 
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	Text218: Yes
	Text219: Faculty, staff, and students run organic two 4'x8' raised garden beds where organic herbs, vegetables, and fruits are grown. It is located in between the Reynolds and Hollister buildings. Requests have been approved for additional beds.
	Text220: No, Babson is a business school and all undergraduate students major in business administration. Students do choose concentrations, however, and an Environmental Sustainability concentration is offered starting this Fall 2011. A new Sustainability certificate program will be starting in the Fall 2011 as well.
	Text221: As a business school, Babson does not offer many technology focused courses. These courses do focus on clean technologies:Environmental TechnologyBusiness and the EnvironmentSustainable Entrepreneurship - The Norwegian Experience (Grad)Students can cross-register at Olin College of Engineering and Wellesley College for several clean technology courses, particularly as part of the new undergraduate tri-campus certificate program. 
	Text222: partial list: http://www3.babson.edu/babson2ndgen/Ugrad/sustainabilitycourses.cfmfull list: https://stars.aashe.org/media/secure/42/2/17/386/Babson%20SEERS%20Course%20Inventory%20Fall%2008-Spring%2011.pdfWe will also have the list on the new Babson website, set to launch this summer.
	Text223: Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, andnoteworthy publications. Vikki L. Rodgers is currently an Assistant Professor of Environmental Science in the Math and Science Division of Babson College.  Professor Rodgers teaches courses in Environmental Technology, Biodiversity and the Environment, Climate Change, Business and Society, Economic Botany, and Ecotourism, Biodiversity, and Conservation Policy in Costa Rica (off-shore).  At Boston University she received a grant from the National Science Foundation to fund her doctoral research, which focused on the impacts of invasive plant species on soil nutrient cycling, microbial populations, and native plant communities in forests of New England. Her main areas of research include ecology, botany, climate change, and biogeochemistry.  She is currently working on a large multi-year field experiment at the Boston Area Climate Experiment (BACE) in Waltham, MA where she is experimentally studying how photosynthesis rates of plants change under various climate change scenarios.  She has given a number of research presentations at national conferences and her work has been accepted for publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals such as:  BioScience, Journal of Ecology, Biogeochemistry, Canadian Journal of Forest Research, and Oecologia.  Professor Rodgers also actively participates in a variety of outreach programs to encourage young women and other underrepresented groups to pursue careers in science.Toni Lester chairs the Babson Teaching and Curriculum Development Initiative on Environmental Sustainability, which promotes the development of faculty teaching and research on sustainability issues. This has included introducing faculty to companies and nonprofit organizations with programs designed to promote greater environmental awareness and approaches to changing business practices that reduce global warming, and the negative impacts of climate change.  The initiative also hosts a discussion series featuring cross disciplinary teams of faculty who present cutting edge environmental topics.  Lester also co-designed and teaches a course with Science colleague, Vikki Rodgers, on "Ecotourism, Biodiversity and Conservation Policy in Costa Rica", and designed the first advanced elective at Babson on animal rights, called "The Role of Animals in Law, Technology and Society."  She has also served on the steering committee that helped shape a new and exciting cross-disciplinary, collaborative certificate program on environmental sustainability offered by Babson College, Wellesley College and the Olin College of Engineering, which will commence in the Fall of 2011.  Her article (with co-author, Vikki Rodgers), "Beyond Green: Encouraging Students to Create a Simultaneity of Positive SEERS Outcomes," will be published in the book, The New Entrepreneurial Leader in 2012.S. Sinan Erzurumlu studies the role of innovation and supply chain design to achieve sustainability. The current economic, environmental and societal challenges make the systems view of innovative activities essential for not only the competitiveness of an organization, but also the well-being of the future of our humanity and planet. This increased emphasis on the corporate social responsibility stimulated his interest in sustainability and motivated him to study the design of sustainable operations from his perspective and expertise. His first project in the field of sustainability is about startup operations, studying to understand conceptually to what extent operations design for organizations could play a role on the funding decisions of the clean technology startups. The contexts of this study are universities and private ventures funded by Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA-E). His second ongoing research project is to explore when and how an innovation process could interest various stakeholders of the supply chain and contribute to sustainable development. Erzurumlu is working with an Italian gold mining company, the Goldlake Group, to identify all economic, social and environmental issues. This work shows that with innovative thinking for sound environmental management tools and cleaner technologies, sustainability partnerships, and extended social responsibility to various stakeholder groups along the value chain, even a controversial economic system, such as a gold mine in this case, can improve performance in both the environmental and socioeconomic areas, and contribute to sustainable development. A prominent relevant publication is “Operational Hedging Strategies to Overcome Financial Constraints for Clean Technology Startups” in Advanced Analytics for Green and Sustainable Development: Supply Chain Models and Financial Technologies edited by Z. Luo. This was co-authored with Nitin Joglekar and Fehmi Tanrisever and published in August 2011. Current projects are “Funding Transformational Energy Technology Ventures: The Impact of Hedging Using Flexible Resources” with Jane Davies and Nitin Joglekar and  “The Role of Operational Hedging to Overcome Financial Constraints of Clean Technology Startups” with Fehmi Tanrisever and Nitin Joglekar. Professor Erzurumlu teaches an elective course titled “Business and the Environment” at Babson.
	Text224: No
	Text225: No, but the Eco Reps have been working on providing curriculum for a sustainability themed class as part of First Year Seminar, which all new students are required to take, to the professors teaching the classes.  
	Text226: 100
	Text227: 
	Text228: Yes, the Babson Green Purchasing Policy states that Babson will strive to purchase materials that are considered "Green Products" as defined in the policy. When appropriate, Babson will include a clause in its bidding specifications that reads: "Babson is committed to buying products with recycled content or environmentally sustainable alternatives. Please offer any alternatives that you feel are available for this product and supply all relevant specific information about the product." More information is available at http://www3.babson.edu/Offices/purchasing/Green-Purchasing-Policy.cfm.
	Text229: 21.7%
	Text230: 
	Text231: All the paper used to print Babson’s corporate identity suite of business cards, letterhead, and envelopes is FSC certified. Regular copy paper and colored copy paper are either “Green Seal” or “Sustainable Forest Initiative” certified.
	Text232: Yes, the school's policy is to only purchase EPEAT Gold certified computer hardware.
	Text233: No
	Text234: We do specify in our contracts, but our IT department prefers to enable the products themselves.
	Text235: Two shuttle services are offered free of charge to students. Shuttle van service is provided between Babson College, Olin College, Wellesley College throughout the week. Shuttle service is provided on the weekends to mass transit and points of interest in Boston.
	Text236: 24.7%
	Text237: https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/babson-college-ma/report/2011-01-28/2/14/45/
	Text238: Parking lots moved from the central campus to promote walking.Added bike racks around campus.Supported student group Green Tower to create bike share program.
	Text239: We have two Zipcar vehicles on campus for car sharing.Faculty and staff carpools can apply for preferred parking spaces through Human Resources and the Public Safety Department. There are currently 6 allotted spaces for carpooling groups in convenient locations on campus.
	Text240: 49.5
	Text241: We have not been able to collect significant data for this, so this is the percentage of students who do not live on campus and we assume the vast majority of them drive.
	Text242: 95.35
	Text243: 4.65% of employees van or carpool as their primary method of transportation, while 90.7% drive alone as their primary method. Based on data collected via a survey administered by the Transportation Subcommittee of the Babson Sustainability Steering Committee and Human Resources in October 2009.
	Text244: 28
	Text245: This is the rate not including leaves & grass clippings. The rate including leaves & grass clippings is 51%.
	Text246: Yes, inside all campus buildings but not on the grounds.
	Text247: We are improving the availability bins at large events. They are readily available at commencement. 
	Text248: There is no food composting on campus except on a very small scale for the campus garden. All of the yard waste is composted.
	Text249: No
	Text250: Yes and yes
	Text251: Yes. In the spring of 2009, the leadership of Babson, after an extensive process of engagement with the broader Babson community, issued an updated strategy for Babson. This strategy updated Babson’s mission and included a new vision for the college based on three pillars. These are:1. Extend Babson’s leadership in entrepreneurship by moving from entrepreneurship-the-discipline to the more pervasive entrepreneurial thought and action (ETA).2. Cement our lead in curriculum innovation by designing the “next generation” curriculum that integrates profit and the common good using UN Principles for Responsible Management Education (PRME).3. Expand Babson’s global reach from limited partnerships to deeper strategic relationships, leveraging the Global Entrepreneurship Education Network (GEEN)Sustainability, in social, economic and environmental terms, is central to Babson’s strategy, and is woven throughout, both implicitly and explicitly. The new vision for Babson is a call to creative action, a strategic decision to set a course for the College so that it can equip graduates to excel in a dynamic market where resources are increasingly limited and environmental externalities are forced into the cost of doing business. Babson is investing in becoming an education institution that produces versatile, well-rounded global citizens capable of creating economic and social value. This next generation of leaders will have to balance people, planet and profit simultaneously. More information available at https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/babson-college-ma/report/2011-01-28/3/17/104/.
	Text252: Yes, Babson has a full time Sustainability Manager that oversees all campus sustainability and environmental initiatives. 
	Text253: No formal policy as of now, but LCCA is considered heavily by the Facilities Management team and will be addressed in the Master Planning process this year.
	Text254: As a signatory of the ACUPCC, Babson is committed to achieving net zero carbon emissions. Babson’s Sustainability and Climate Action Plan sets interim goals along the path to climate neutrality starting with 25% reduction from 2005 level emissions by 2015 up to 100% reduction by 2050. 
	Text255: Yes
	Text256: Yes, Babson has reduced energy use by 13% from FY05 - FY10 with a 3% growth in campus building square footage. Initiatives underway in FY11 and FY12 are expected to reduce campus energy by an additional 7%.
	Text257: No
	Text258: No
	Text259: No
	Text260: n/a
	Text261: 
	Text262: Babson student groups such as Eco Reps, Green Tower, Net Impact and Babson Energy and Environment Club have played a huge role in effecting environmental change and incorporating responsible practices on campus. Babson Eco Reps created a one hour class curriculum to teach their peers how to be more sustainable and about key campus initiatives. This curriculum will be a part of a required course at Babson - First Year Seminar.Green Tower is a living and learning community dedicated to a sustainable way of life and business. These students host a Green Rocket Pitch and an Earth Fest each year. Green Tower started the first bike share program on campus in 2009 and has helped to reduce waste during move-out from the residence halls.The MBA Babson Energy and Environment Club host an Energy and Environmental Conference every year which brings in businesses and entrepreneurs all over the nation to discuss ways that sustainability can be integrated into business. The Babson Energy and Environment Club and Green Tower were integral in encouraging the campus to switch to single stream recycling, which successfully occurred in 2010.  Net Impact helps students connect with green businesses as well as providing students with opportunities to do environmental volunteer work. 
	Text263: Students have taken part in the national competition RecycleMania. MBAs have participated in various green business pitching or plan competitions, including the Net Impact Walmart Better Living Business Plan Competition, the MIT Clean Energy Prize, and the IDEAS Competition and MIT Global Challenge.
	Text264: We have started a program to reestablish forested areas by planting trees and allowing areas to naturally progress.
	Text265: No, but we have minimized use of chemicals through the use of ionized water cleaning processes and more than 80% of our cleaning products are Green Seal certified.
	Text266: No
	Text267: The school has held volunteer river cleanups as part of orientation or at will.
	Text268: - Babson engaged GreenerU, an innovative, higher-education-focused energy and sustainability services company, to assist in establishing and operating the college's first dedicated Sustainability Office.- Initiatives underway in FY 2011 and FY 2012, including major energy retrofits in the Babson Executive Conference Center and Skating Center, are expected to reduce campus energy use by an additional 7% or more and move the campus closer to being free of fuel oil.- The Sustainability Office started a program for staff champions called Eco Leaders.- Babson established a new concentration in Environmental Sustainability that will launch in the Fall of 2011- Babson established a Tri-School (Babson College, Olin College, and Wellesly College) Sustainability Certificate Program that will launch in the Fall of 2011. - Babson switched to single stream recycling to make recycling easier for the campus community.- Babson provided sustainability workshops to employees and an Environmental Action Workshop to students.- Babson ensured that submetering was in all buildings and performed multiple lighting and HVAC retrofits in the past year.- Published a Sustainability and Climate Action Plan. Provisions include a policy that all new buildings and major renovations be LEED Silver compliant, sll new buildings and renovations after 2015 will be LEED Gold or better, all new buildings and renovations after 2020 will be LEED Platinum or better, and the campus will pursue smart space use planning to reduce total built square footage on campus over time.- Switched to a new printing and copy center which now used 30% recycled content paper.- Collected and recycled old, inefficient printers from employees.- The Sustainability Office held four eco-behavior challenges for students and staff.- Completed the STARS evaluation in order to better highlight our sustainability strengths and areas for improvement.
	Text269: We encourage you to look at our STARS scorecard for more information: https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/babson-college-ma/report/2011-01-28/.We are proud to report that  our fiscal year 2010 emissions were 19% below FY 2005 emissions.  We are well on our way to exceeding our 2015 goal of reducing emissions by 25% below 2005 levels.Babson has continually reduced trash output from 1,341 tons in 2005 to 1,156 tons in 2009, a reduction of nearly 14%. Another significant achievement has been the recycling of 75% of on-campus construction debris. From 2005 to 2010, Babson College reduced water consumption per weighted campus user by 12%. Babson has converted our lawn fertilization program to be 100% organic and reduced lawn fertilizer nitrogen content by 75%. Babson has reduced energy use by over 13% from FY 2005 – FY 2010 in spite of 3% growth in campus built square footage in that same time.  This has been done via a variety of initiatives that have included improved HVAC controls, and a variety of investments in high efficiency HVAC and lighting equipment.


