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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text235: Yes. The Local Bus is a free bus service sponsored by Carleton and St Olaf colleges (both located in Northfield) and their respective student governments. The bus runs in the afternoon and evenings every day except for Mondays and Wednesdays and stops at various popular spots in Northfield, including Target, the food store, downtown and the health clinic.  
	Text236: 21
	Text237: Carleton has 4 Prius's in its campus fleet of 19 vehicles. In addition, the college owns a couple of electric golf carts for grounds maintenance but these receive minimal use so were not included in this calculation. 
	Text238: Many bike racks are located throughout campus. There is also a fleet of "green bikes" which are available from the student activities office for students to borrow, free of charge.   
	Text239: There are preferred parking spaces for vanpools. Certain community service programs that need to travel away from campus are given tokens to use taxis and public transportation for free.  Carleton students and staff are working with the Northfield Grassroots Transit Initiative to institute a carpooling website and improve bus service, both local Northfield shuttles and service to the Twin Cities Metro Area.
	Text240: 0
	Text241: All students live on or close to campus and therefore do not commute by car. 
	Text242: 
	Text243: This information is not available at this time. We are currently working to develop a way to track this data. 
	Text244: 47
	Text245: This is the percent of our waste that is recycled or composted. We do not incinerate any of our waste. 
	Text246: Yes. Recycling receptacles are available almost everywhere there is a trash can (occasionally there is a compost bin instead of a recycling bin, such as in the bathrooms).
	Text247:  Yes.
	Text248: Yes. Compost receptacles are located in both of the dining halls as well as the snack bar. They are also available in all dormitory kitchens and most college-owned student houses. They are available in the Library and student-center bathrooms, as well as all of the dormitory bathrooms.
	Text249: No. 
	Text250: Yes. At the end of every school year, the ACT center (Acting in the Community Together, our community service center) holds a "lighten-up" sale open to the general public to which students donate their clothes and other unwanted items. All proceeds go to several local charities. There are collection bins are placed in each dorm during the last week of school for students to drop off their unwanted items.
	Text251: 1) While environmental sustainability is not part of Carleton's primary missions statement, Carleton does have an Environmental Statement of Principles, which can be found at the following links:https://apps.carleton.edu/governance/environment/history/eac_approved/https://apps.carleton.edu/campus/sustainability/resources/values/Carleton also has a Carbon Neutrality Value Statement, which can be found at:https://apps.carleton.edu/campus/sustainability/resources/values/
	Text252: Yes - we have a full-time Manager of Campus Energy and Sustainability
	Text253: We have no formal policy but have done life cycle energy analysis and energy modeling for recent new construction projects.
	Text254: Our Climate Action Plan is in draft form, but is on the agenda for approval by the Board of Trustees in May 2011.  It sets a target of climate neutrality by 2050 and includes three interim target milestones for greenhouse gas reductions as well as ten categories of recommended actions ranging from low to no cost behavior changes to larger capital improvement projects.
	Text255: Yes.  Carleton's 2007 and 2008 greenhouse gas emissions inventories can be found on the ACUPCC's website. Carleton's 2009 and 2010 greenhouse gas emssions inventories are in progress and will be completed by June, 2011.
	Text256: We are currently reconciling past calculation methods for our greenhouse gas inventories to be able to compare our emissions from year to year. However, from the data we collected so far (and addition of two large new buildings since 2009), we believe there has been no significant reduction in Carleton's greenhouse gas emissions over the past couple of years.
	Text257: Yes. This information can be found on the Carleton Treasurer's website at http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/treasurer/statements/. 
	Text258: The Carleton Responsible Investment Committee (CRIC) advises the Investment Committee of the Board of Trustees via the Vice President and Treasurer regarding ethical, social, and environmental issues that arise in the management of the college endowment.  For example, the CRIC 2011 report to the Investment Committee of the Carleton Board of Directors included these resolutions:Environmental & Sustainability 1. Adopt Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals-Report – Exxon Mobil Corporation Shareholders request that the Board of Directors adopt quantitative goals, based on current technologies, for reducing total greenhouse gas emissions from the Company's products and operations; and that the Company report to shareholders by September 30, 2011, on its plans to achieve these goals.  Such a report will omit proprietary information and be prepared at reasonable cost.  2-3.   Hydraulic Fracturing (Toxic Chemicals) – El Paso Corp. and Exxon Mobil Corporation Shareholders request that the Board of Directors prepare a report by Fall 2011, at reasonable cost and omitting confidential information such as proprietary or legally prejudicial data, summarizing 1) known and potential environmental impacts of the Company’s fracturing operations; 2) policy options for our company to adopt, above and beyond regulatory requirements and our company’s existing efforts, to reduce or eliminate hazards to air, water, and soil quality from fracturing operations; and 3) management’s evaluation of the potential magnitude of material risks, short and long term, that this issue may pose to the company’s finances or operations. The Investment Commitee then voted to endorse these recommendations and the Investment Office instructed our investment managers to vote these proxies as indicated.The CRIC's website is:https://apps.carleton.edu/governance/cric/
	Text259: No, not at this time.
	Text260: 0.5-1.0
	Text261: We do not have full visibility into the underlying portfolios of our funds or fund managers (several of whom likely have some investments in clean tech/renewable energy), so this number is only an estimate.
	Text262: Carleton has six student "sustainability assistants" that work on a variety of projects throughout the course of the year, including implementing trayless dining in one of the dining halls, implementing composting in the bathrooms, helping with Carleton's Climate Action Plan, helping with energy conservation measures etc. Students on campus have also worked on a variety of environmental and/or sustainable issues, such as attempting to get rid of bottled water on campus, and trying to get fair trade bananas in the snack bars. Students have also sucessfully submitted several proposals to Carleton's Sustainable Revolving Fund, including proposals that call for the replacement of all incadenscent bulbs on campus with CFLs and replacing traditional shower heads with low flow shower heads, both projects having been at least partially implemented in the last couple of years. On a state level, students from Carleton's MPIRG chapter helped to pass legislation that created the first ban on BPA in baby products in the Nation.
	Text263: No.
	Text264: Yes. Carleton owns an 880 acre arboretum (the Cowling Arboretum) which is located adjacent campus. The Arboretum has been a State Game Refuge for many years. There are currently several ongoing restoration projects in the Arb, including restoring much of the Arb to the natural prairie that is once was and restoring other parts to an Oak Savanna. Carleton also owns 33.5  acres of primarily orginal prairie, called McKnight prairie, located seven miles away from campus. This prairie was never greatly disturbed by farming so the prairie ecosystem remains fairly intact.
	Text265: While we do not have a specific indoor air quaility policy, we do have a dedicated Manager of Environmental Health and Safety Compliance, who deals with indoor air quality issues on a case by case basis. Carleton does use nontoxic cleaning supplies as much as possible. While we do not use them exclusively, when a "green" alternative is found to a cleaning supply that we use, we substitute in the green alternative.
	Text266: Yes. 1) GEOL 100: Geology in the Field - An introductory geology course which is entirely field-based.2) ARTS 113: Field Drawing - A introductory art course geered to science majors interested in learning how to draw. This course takes place primarily outside.3) BIOL 352: Population Ecology - Although the lectures take place primarily inside, the 4 hour weekly labs take place outside, primarily in Carleton's Arboretum.
	Text267: Yes. The following clubs are all sponsored by the Carleton Student Association. There are many more in addition to the ones listed here.1) CANOE: Carleton Association of Nature and Outdoor Enthusiasts - This is Carleton's outing club, which offers programs almost every weekend for students to go on canoeing, hiking, biking, skiing, rock climbing trips etc. There are also winter and spring break trips offered.2) SOPE - Students Organized for the Protection of the Environment - A student organization which works to improve environmental sustainability on campus.3) Food Truth - A student organization that works to raise awareness about a variety of issue involving food and how we eat more sustainably. They also work to make eating on campus more sustainable.
	Text268: 1) Throughout this year, one of Carleton's two dining halls has had "Trayless Tuesdays" in an effort to gage the effectiveness and the student response to going trayless as a way to reduce food waste on campus. After looking at the results of this pilot project as well as surveying students for their opinions of this program, Carleton has decided to stop using trays in one of our two dining halls starting in Fall 2011.2) Composting in dorm bathrooms: After pilot projects were performed in the Library and Student Center bathrooms, composting in all bathrooms in student dorms was implemented in Winter 2011. Now, all of the paper towels from these bathrooms are composted (there are already composting receptacles in the student kitchens and dining halls for food waste).3) Over Fall 2010 and Winter 2011, Carleton wrote its Climate Action Plan, which is required of all signatories to the ACUPCC. The plan outlines how Carleton will become carbon neutral by 2050.4) Over this past year, Carleton has moved forward with its plans to install a second wind turbine close to its campus. This turbine will be connected directly to Carleton's grid, unlike our first one. The turbine is expected to be operating by the end of Summer 2011.
	Text269: 2010 Initiatives1) Students and custodial department worked together to institute composting in residence hall bathrooms so paper towels would be diverted out of the waste stream2) Students instituted "Trayless Tuesday" at one of two campus dining halls and measured reduction in food waste of approximately 20% on those days.  Student government voted to maintain Trayless Tuesdays for the rest of this year and go Trayless Everyday in that dining hall beginning fall 2011.3) The campus facilities department is working on plans to install a second wind turbine in fall 2011 that will provide electricity directly to the campus grid.4) The campus grounds department eliminated use of leaf blowers on campus to reduce noise and pollution.  They are also moving forward with a landscape plan to remove some areas of parking within the campus center to reduce car traffic and improve the pedestrian experience with defined walkways across these roads.5) Carleton has a sustainable revolving fund which can be utilized by anyone on campus who proposes a sustainability idea that is expected to reduce Carleton's carbon emissions and produce utility savings that will pay the fund back over time.


