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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Clark University
	Text164: Jenny Isler, Sustainability Coordinator
	Text165: 508.793.7601
	Text166: jisler@clarku.edu
	Text167: Worcester, MA
	Text168: 3000
	Text169: JI
	Text170: 4/10/2011
	Text171: 6.6%
	Text172: 60.2
	Text173: 18
	Text174: 1.2
	Text175: 0
	Text176: 1.2
	Text177: 2
	Text178: 0
	Text179: 
	Text180: 3.6% Oil; 1.2% WTE; 6% imported
	Text181: 
	Text182: 72
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 
	Text186: 28
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: Most of the electricity demand at Clark University is supplied by our cogeneration plant, which uses natural gas exclusively. In 2010 the cogen plant was down for upgrades to the main engine and we had to purchase more electricity than usual. In prior years, the cogen plant has produced up to 90% of our electricity needs. In 2010, it supplied 40% of campus electricity needs.
	Text190: Clark's cogeneration plant, operating exclusively on natural gas, was installed in the early 1980's. The campus has expanded considerably since then. The cogen plant's heating distribution system covers the main campus buildings. Additional boilers service many of the satellite buildings, frequently older neighborhood homes converted to academic use. An aggressive program of fuel switching and replacing boilers with more efficient models over the past several years has enabled Clark to continue to decrease our use of fuel oil in the satellite buildings' heating systems.
	Text191: 100
	Text192: Lasry Biosciences is a LEED Gold Certified building, and was featured at the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association conference this year. Blackstone Residence Hall is a LEED Silver certified building. Although the Welcome Center is not certified (it is an addition to an existing building), Clark University's building policy states that all new buildings and significant building renovations will be at or above LEED standards, so the Bassett Welcome center includes features such as a trombe (solar) wall, daylight harvesting, etc.
	Text193: 90%
	Text194: The majority of campus landscaping consists of mature trees,shrubs, and perennials and is watered by rainfall. New or replacement plantings are chosen for their xeriscape attributes, including native species.
	Text195: 70
	Text196: Clark is on it's third generation of energy-efficient lighting upgrades, bringing the total percentage of energy-efficient lighting to 95%. In the past year overhead lighting was upgraded in academic and administrative buildings with the most recent technology to reduce energy demand by 50%; currently all outdoor lighting is being replaced and new digital timers to improve energy  efficiency in the Goddard Library stacks. Occupancy sensors, LED's, induction lighting, CFL's and daylight harvesting are all in use as well.
	Text197: ?
	Text198: Clark University Equipment Purchasing Policy states that all equipment and appliances purchased will be Energy Star rated (if rating is available for the equipment) this policy was put into effect in 2008. There is no comprehensive, pre-existing inventory of campus equipment and appliances, so this is not possible to answer accurately. 
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 8-30
	Text202: Clark University has partnered with MassSaves, the state energy efficiency program, to audit all campus buildings for potential energy efficient retrofitting. It is not possible to separate the reductions due specifically to retrofitting from Clark's other efficiency initiatives in the past year. Through our energy service company, Clark is currently in the middle stages of a large scale energy infrastructure improvement program that includes underground and above ground pipe insulation, variable frequency drive motor installation, operational systems controls upgrades, building envelope improvement  and many other retrofits. The University's regular preventative maintenance program and monitoring systems have addressed retrofitting on a proactive, building by building basis as well.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 100
	Text206: Clark's cogeneration plant monitors each building's electricity use via live data feed: we know what every building is using every 15 minutes around the clock, enabling us to assess patterns and continuously improve energy efficiency. 100% of buildings are covered by this sub-monitoring system.
	Check Box207: Yes
	Check Box208: Off
	Text209: 
	Text210: Water data is monitored manually.
	Text211: 25
	Text212: Clark University's location in wintry New England makes it challenging for our dinning services to source enough locally grown produce to supply the campus needs during most of the time school is in session, particularly winter and spring. 100% of dairy and 100% of baked goods come from within 50 miles, and  produce is sourced from a local distributor who has committed to supply Clark with items from local farmers whenever available; over 25 local farmers are supported this way. During the short farmer's market season, the chef shops there for items of sufficient volume and quality. Clark's dining services also has a 'from scratch' policy, meaning every sauce and dish is prepared by hand using fresh and whole ingredients; vegetables, herbs, meats, cheeses, grains and dairy. No bags of processed prepared stuff means less waste and healthier food, it also helps to support local growers. 
	Text213: 5-10
	Text214: Clark serves certified organic Fair Trade coffee and tea in all of the dining services locations on campus; our Jazzman's Cafe features snacks and sandwiches that are USDA certified organic, Rainforest Alliance,and/or Fair Trade. Grains and dried beans are certified organic throughout dining services, but not fresh produce. Much of the local produce we buy seasonally is not organically certified, although it may be grown with environmentally sound practices. That is because the local farmers are small, and the US government certification requirements are not cost-effective for them. Much of certified organic food comes from large-scale and often distant business concerns; Clark's 'from scratch' food policy prioritizes fresh and local items over frozen, packaged organic from far away. 
	Text215: 100% of the fish served in our dining services meets Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch guidelines. In addition we adhere to the guidelines of the Marine Stewardship Council and the Aquaculture Certification Council.
	Text216: $287,000 is spent on meat annually, less than what is spent on vegetables, and less than what is spent on dairy. Clark's cafeteria has "Meatless Mondays" every week (although we still offer one meat entree to keep everyone happy). The total number of cafeteria meals served in 2010 was 500,147 (this does not include casual on-campus eateries or catering). All eggs are cage-free, all dairy is hormone-free, and Clark Dining Services is working toward antibiotic-free meat purchasing. 
	Text217: Every meal of every day has a wide variety of vegetarian options in the cafeteria and other dining service operations, including catering. The cafeteria not only has vegan selections, but a clean area is reserved in the cafeteria to assure vegan standards with specific vegan serving utensils and preparation. We also provide kosher, halal and allergy-free dining services.
	Text218: Our vending machine contract includes the sale of bottled water, however Clark University is soon installing water-bottle filling stations that will provide purified tap water. There are drinking fountains available throughout campus as well.
	Text219: The Clark Urban Gardeners and the Garden Club have a raised bed garden on campus at which any student can garden, and the garden is used through the summer by residents and students. Herbs and vegetables from this garden are served in the cafeteria. In addition, at Clark University's Hadwen Arboretum a few blocks from the main campus, a large community garden is jointly managed by another student group, Clark Sustainability Initiative, and the Regional Environmental Council, with gardeners from the surrounding neighborhood and Clark students growing together. Clark also sponsors urban community gardens and students may work with the YouthGrow program in the neighborhood surrounding campus.
	Text220: Clark offers majors in environmental science, global environmental studies, earth system sciences, geography with a nature and society track, community development and planning, and international development, community and environment. To name just 6 undergraduate majors. Our Graduate School of Management was just selected one of the nation's Top Ten green business schools by Entrepreneur magazine and Green Biz. IDCE offers 5 different tracks of environmental and sustainability focused master's degrees, as a community of practitioners dedicated to furthering sustainability in the world.
	Text221: Yes, Clark has offered clean tech and innovative science classes for decades. Currently, we offer an average of 20 per semester. Here are 5:Energy and the Environment, a physics course that discusses the environmental impacts of production, distribution, and consumption of energy, using Clark's physical plant, in particular co-generation system, as an extended laboratory. Climate Change, Energy and Development explores energy technology innovation. Technology of Renewable Energy addresses the technical issues surrounding the conversion of the global energy supply from fossil fuel-based to sustainable sources by discussing the three main renewable energy sources and the configuration of the electirc grid.The Sustainable University discusses the means for a university to be a change agent in the sustainability transition. Energy and Climate Social Change Research Seminar guides students in researching technological innovations for energy efficience and renewables. 
	Text222: The Sustainable Clark website provides students with a list of sustainability-related classes here: http://www.clarku.edu/offices/campussustainability/academic/courses.cfm.
	Text223: Halina Brown has most recently worked in socio-technical system innovation in sustainability transition, corporate accountability through environmental and social reporting, and sustainable consumption. Her publications include the book "Effective Environmental Regulation: Lessons from Poland’s Experience," and “Socio-technical experiments as agents of transition in the residential housing system: The case of Worcester, Massachusetts.” Jennie Stephens’ research, teaching, and community engagement focuses in various ways on accelerating a societal transition toward sustainability, with a particular focus on climate change mitigation. She has published "Toward an empirical research agenda for sustainability in higher education: exploring the transition management framework," and "Technology Leader, Policy Laggard: Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Development for Climate Mitigation in the U.S. Political Context."Tim Downs' research focuses on how humans change the environment, and how those changes impact their health and wellbeing. He is currently working on a large scale National Children's Study examining the impact of environmental and genetic factors on children's health and development, as well as community-based malaria intervention in Kenya. His publications include “A Systematic Integrated Approach for Crafting Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development Projects," and "A Participatory Integrated Capacity-Building Approach to the Theory and Practice of Sustainability - Mexico and New England Watershed Case Studies."Jody Emel is currently working on an NSF-funded project, "Foreign direct investment in gold mining:  a route to sustainable development?" and the political ecologies of factory farming. Some selected publications are “Animal geographies: Exploring the spaces and places of human-animal encounters," and the book "North American LLano Estacado: Environmental Transformation and Potential for Sustainability." 
	Text224: The Mosakowski Institute for Public Enterprise seeks to improve, through the successful mobilization of use-inspired research, the effectiveness of government and other institutions in addressing social concerns, including environmental sustainability and global change.The George Perkins Marsh Institute conducts collaborative and interdisciplinary research on human-environment relationships within a wide range of research themes such as risks and hazards, the human dimensions of global environmental change, resource and environmental policy, industrialization and globalization, and the development and application of Geographic Information Science across multiple disciplines. The institute houses the Center for Risk and Security, the Center for Technology, Environment and Development, the Center for Community-based Development, and Clark Labs for Cartographic Technologies and Geographic Analysis. The Human-Environment Regional Observatory-Central Massachusetts (HERO-CM) research program provides opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to analyze the causes and consequences of global environmental changes at local scales in faculty-led research projects. This program permits students to conduct research in interdisciplinary and inter-institutional projects.
	Text225: Clark University honors each student's differences and does not require specific classes. Instead, Clark specifies categories of classes rather than individual classes. All students must fulfill the "natural scientific perspective" category, and students will take at least one course related to the environment to do so. 
	Text226: 55
	Text227: 
	Text228: We do not currently have a university-wide purchasing policy because we do not have centralized purchasing for all items. Clark's institutes, individuals and departments do some of their own purchasing. Item-specific sustainable purchasing polices exist for selected items  (paper, cleaning supplies, light bulbs, electronics, etc), and we are developing others.  However, without a centralized system, any policy is largely voluntary.
	Text229: 60
	Text230: Our Paper Policy requires that copy paper be 30% post-recycled content, and all paper used in the computer labs and the on-campus print shop is 30% to 100% recycled content. Due to a beneficial pricing arrangement most office-use paper is 30% recycled content,and this is probably the bulk of paper used on campus. There are exceptions; for example some forms are still handwritten on duplicte forms and some labs use specific papers in instrumentation, while marketing materials and publications may or may not be on recycled paper depending on the finish and purpose. One of the fastest growing developments on campus is the emergence of paperless classes. Departments that previously were large users of paper (student billing, admissions) have gone paperless in the last year, which is even better than using recycled paper.
	Text231: Yes.
	Text232: Ensuring that new purchases are EPEAT (or similar) and Energy Star rated is part of Clark's Equipment Purchasing Policy; in addition a power management system helps to reduce energy use on existing equipment.
	Text233: No.
	Text234: There is a purchasing policy that requires new equipment to be Energy Star rated, if applicable. For those items that are not evaluated by Energy Star we generally specify in  contracts that all energy-saving features are activated; however without centralized purchasing, this is hard to determine and may not actually occur at all times. Computer equipment, when purchased and set up by ITS, has it's energy saving features programmed and recommended to the user.
	Text235: The Clark University Shuttle operates 3 free vans for students in the evenings. The maximum distance a van will travel is 1/4 mile; campus itself is compact and easy to get around. The surrounding neighborhood supplies most students' shopping and entertainment needs within easy walking distance, and is full of rental properties for off-campus housing. Since Clark is an urban campus, students are encouraged to take mass transit or the free College Consortium bus to popular destinations beyond 1/4 mile from campus.
	Text236: 10
	Text237: We have an electric golf cart in the Grounds fleet. As vehicles are replaced, hybrids are being strongly considered. Currently we are investigating hybrid vehicles for the campus Security cars and vans, but nothing yet.
	Text238: All students are provided a walking and biking map of the city at orientation; we strongly promote bicycling by providing a free bike share program through the student organization Cycles of Change. Cycles of Change also offers free bike repair clinics. Bike racks are located throughout campus. Our planned development on and off campus includes bike paths, a rarity in Worcester! One of these developments, scheduled for summer, involves removing a city road that runs through campus and replacing it with a park, walkways and bike paths. And as mentioned above, most of students' needs are met within an easy walk or bike ride from our urban-center campus.
	Text239: Clark University is a member of MassRides, the commuting ride-pool service, and also a charter member of NuRides. All students, faculty and staff can take advantage of these services at no charge. NuRides offers members incentives in the form of redeemable points to travel green via carpool, public transit, walk, ride the bus or train, or ride a bike. Clark is also a member of the Worcester College Consortium which operates a free shuttle service to the other academic institutions and popular city destinations, like the train station. And, Clark has two Zipcars on campus that are available to students, faculty and employees (Zipcar members) at all times, with multi-passenger use being the norm. There are also prime parking spaces reserved n Clark parking lots for carpool and low-emissions vehicles (some would say that the cost of a required parking sticker is a good incentive to commute green !).
	Text240: 15
	Text241: Clark University's policy requires all first and second year students to live in on-campus housing. The University provides on-campus housing for many of the third and fourth year students, as well as on-campus graduate housing. The immediate neighborhood is full of rental properties. As a result, the majority of undergraduate students do not have a car commute. In addition, parking spaces are extremely limited and mandatory parking stickers are expensive. However, as a University with graduate students who may only have a few classes per week, some of the graduate students and most of the doctoral students do not live on campus and commute by bus, carpool, or car.  
	Text242: 70
	Text243: A few necessary staff live on campus, and a number have taken advantage of Clark's unique program of neighborhood development by purchasing a home in the surrounding neighborhood with financial support from the University. There are a number of staff who commute by bus or walking. However, the majority commute in a car. MassRides enables faculty and staff to easily find carpool partners. Telecommuting is practiced by many faculty, especially over breaks.
	Text244: 100%
	Text245: Clark University does not send any waste to landfills. Our diversion rate is 50% to recycling, donations, and compost; the balance goes to a waste-to-energy facility. Of that 50%, 25% is commodity recycling. Clark's recycling program is managed and operated by students, who collect and process recycling from every building during the week. The Recycling Crew is dedicated to improving Clark's diversion rate, and monitors the waste stream closely while encouraging recycling and re-purposing among students, faculty and staff.
	Text246: Every staff and faculty office has desk side bins for paper and central bins for co-mingle. Every residential hall and house has recycling bins for paper and co-mingle located on every floor, next to the trash bins. Every academic building and common area has multiple recycling bins in convenient areas with trash bins. Several residence halls have recycling bins in every suite. However, there are not enough bins on campus, and we are currently in the process of evaluating where additional bins will be most useful. 
	Text247: All events, whether they are athletic competitions or spelling bees, are supplied with recycling bins next to the trash bins. We are currently investigating adding compost bins to event logistics. We are also currently investigating how to ensure recycling bins are available for smaller events, like department lectures or meetings.
	Text248: Clark University has been composting lawn and yard waste for decades. We started composting in our dining services (kitchen prep, dishwashing and cafeteria) two years ago. Compost receptacles are present at all prep and dishwash stations, in the cafeteria and the Bistro. All paper goods as well as food scraps are composted, and we have trayless dining on china which further reduces waste. The small cafes use only compostable utensils and compostable to-go containers and have compost receptacles. We are currently investigating in-dorm composting; for now there is a compost pile in the student garden, and students take their organic waste there.
	Text249: Although Clark does not have a zero-waste commitment, we are aggressively pursuing increasing our recycling diversion rate to 50% through a program of student, faculty and staff training sessions; education, signage, competitions, public waste audits and the above mentioned evaluation of bin locations. We are also negotiating with our waste handler to partner in a resource management program, modeled on the EPA's WasteWise program which incents the hauler to help us reduce our waste volumes.
	Text250: Clark University has it's own student-operated Clark Community Thrift Store. The Thrift Store is open year-round and is located across the street from campus, so it is a resource for the community as well as students. The Thrift Store operates Clark Collections as a collaborative between RA's, Facilities, the student Recycling Crew; donation bins are in place in all residence halls and houses for two months before move-out to reduce the flood at the end and the Recycling Crew picks up donations and brings them to the Thrift Store. During move-out week, a truck circulates once a day for a few hours to pick up furniture and other items. Since the Thrift Store is open year-round, students can donate used goods and clothing at any time, not just at move out.
	Text251: Environmental sustainability is not an explicit commitment although it is implicit in the University's internal values and dedication to preparing students for the challenges of an evolving world. Clark's Environmental Sustainability Task Force has reported to the President since 2007, and Clark's Sustainability Report states, "The mission of the task force is to promote environmental sustainability at Clark University increasing awareness of environmental and sustainability issues on campus, by researching environmental impacts of University activities along with making recommendations for improvement, and coordinating activities related to environmental sustainability of the University".
	Text252: Clark has a full time Sustainability Coordinator assisted by Sustainability interns. The Clark University Environmental Task Force is composed of senior administrators, faculty, staff, graduate students and undergraduate students. The Clark Sustainability Collaborative is an umbrella organization that brings together the voices of the numerous sustainability and environmentally oriented recognized and casual student groups on campus. Our graduate school also has a Net Impact chapter.
	Text253: The building policy states that all new buildings and significant building renovation projects will be either LEED certified or to LEED certification standards. LEED includes life-cycle analysis.
	Text254: Clark University is a charter signatory (2007) to the American College and University President's Climate Commitment. We published our Climate Action Plan in 2009, setting two ambitious goals: 20% reduction by 2015 over baseline and net zero emissions by 2030.Over 40 specific initiatives are detailed in the Climate Action Plan, which is on the Clark University web site. 
	Text255: We have conducted a comprehensive annual greenhouse gas emissions inventory every year for five years now.
	Text256: Clark University has reduced its greenhouse gas emissions every year since the first inventory. Since 2005, we have reduced our emissions by over 15% even while increasing our physical footprint with new buildings and increasing the size of the student body.
	Text257: Yes, this information is available from the Investment Office on campus.
	Text258: Yes, Trustees of Clark University Committee on Shareholder Responsibility, which includes student members, offers recommendations on proxy voting involving issues of environmental and social responsibility. Our climate-friendly investing policy states; that theClark Committee on Shareholder Responsibility will:    * Consider all shareholder resolutions presented to Clark that ask the University to vote in favor of actions designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.    * Vote favorably for all such resolutions that are reasonably presented, and for which reasonable people would agree that the actions to be taken would serve in the long term interests of the University as shareholders.    * For any such resolutions not supported, write a letter of explanation to management, indicating Clark's general support for reducing such emissions by portfolio companies, and indicating the reasons for our vote against (or not for) the specific resolution.    * Communicate not less than annually the outcomes of such a policy
	Text259: Not at this time.
	Text260: 2
	Text261: Clark University has a business incubator for clean tech start ups, so our funding is directed to support the innovation of our students and faculty, as well in the external investments.
	Text262: Clark University students have a history of effecting change on campus: the University's motto is "Challenge Convention, Change Our World". A student was responsible for initiating Clark's cogeneration plant in the 1980's. Two students were responsible for starting the campus recycling program in 1990, and students still manage all the recycling on campus. In the last few years, students have contributed over $10,000 to Mass Wind; started a Thrift Store; built a Bike Share program; successfully lobbied for large-scale campus composting and developed Summer of Solutions which brings environmental awareness to the surrounding community through mentoring. A number of graduate and undergraduate students operate  green businesses that were inspired by an in-class project, including environmental consulting, alternative energy, sustainable agriculture, and resource management, thereby influencing a larger public sector. Clark students effect positive environmental and social change on a global level as well. To name but a few, students at Clark Labs/IDRISI create international GIS mapping of climate change effects and present their findings at international conferences; students at Clark's Polaris research center analyze artic climate change; students in over 21 countries participate in sustainable community initiatives and programs during their study abroad; students in the ground-breaking Human-Environment Regional Observatory (HERO) program produce rigorous research on the human causes and consequences of global environmental change.  On a state and national level Clark University alumni hold positions of influence toward positive environmental change in government, industry, business, education and non-profits; many are listed on our webs ite.
	Text263: No.
	Text264: Clark University's Hadwen Arboretum, willed to the University in 1907 to be preserved in perpetuity, is a striking example of natural woodland habitat. Specimen trees planted over a century ago thrive along with native species. The Arboretum has been left undisturbed but for a few hiking trails through the woodland, and a community garden at one end. 
	Text265: All campus building cleaning products are Green Seal certified or the equivalent. 
	Text266: Clark's research institutes, its academic majors, and graduate degree programs offer a range of field-based classes and outdoor/environmental research opportunities. "The Sustainable University", an undergraduate class, consists of  weekly field study on an aspect of campus sustainability operations, followed by a lab and culminating in a published group project incorporating both levels of research. At the graduate level, students at the George Perkins Marsh Institute ("dedicated to research on one of the most fundamental questions confronting human-kind: what is and ought to be our relationship with nature") focus on field based research. One example of student fieldwork at the Marsh Institute is the Core Project on Global Land-Use/Cover Change (LUCC) for the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme; urban density and changes in usage are charted by students.  Serving both the graduate and undergraduate levels, Clark's interdisciplinary International Development, Community and Environment (IDCE) offers a broad range of environmentally-focused field study classes, programs and internships on tracks such as Environmental Science and Policy. Students work in the neighborhood, the region and overseas to complete requirements.
	Text267: Yes, the University sponsors student organizations and clubs which provide extracurricular nature-based activities. Three examples are the Outing Club, which leads outdoor recreation activities in all seasons; HasTrees, which dedicates its efforts to maintaining and improving the Hadwen Arboretum by clearing out non-native invasives and trash from the hiking trails; and the Lake Quinsigamond boathouse facilities for enjoying the peaceful lake.
	Text268: In the area of greenhouse gas emission reduction:Conducted an investment grade energy audit to plan future improvementsInstalled third generation technology florescent lighting in academic and administrative buildings, reducing energy by 50% in those areasInstalled energy efficient outdoor lighting on all residence hallsInstalled digital timers in the Goddard Library stacksInstalled variable frequency drive motors in most fans and pumpsInsulated more of the steam distribution system and upgraded boiler efficiencySwitched to natural gas as a fuel sourceInstituted a campus-wide computer power management systemInstalled timers and power misers on all drink vending machinesUpgraded kitchen equipment  such as walk-ins and hoods for energy efficiencyReplaced some residence hallway lighting with more efficient fixtures and lampsRetrocommissioned a number of buildings from the envelope to the operating systemsIn the area of water conservation:Installed low flow toilets and mechanisms in Phase 1 of a 3-phase project, estimated to save 4 million gallons of waterHeld water taste-tests to demonstrate tap water is indistinguishable from bottled waterEntered into negotiations for water-bottle filling stations to replace pre-bottled waterIn the area of waste and resource management:Established paper use quotas for printers and copiersInstituted a battery recycling program; a book donation program; and a printer cartridge recycling programHeld a campus-wide e-waste collection drive to benefit a non-profitNegotiated with our waste hauler to accept additional recyclable plastics Began co-mingled (single-stream) recycling to improve recycling ratesDiverted over 7 tons of materials through donations
	Text269: 


