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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text164: Brian Henning and Monica Bartlett Advisory Council on Stewardship and Sustainability Co-chairs
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	Text186: 0
	Text187: x
	Text188: 
	Text189: This is the energy sources for the local utility.  Note that we pay the incremental premium to have 15% of our electricity sourced from renewable sources such as wind power.  Since we pay the premium, the wind power purchased on our behalf is not noted as being a part of the resource mix.
	Text190: -Schoenberg                26,265    -Dussault                       5,934     -Exercise Science         4,840       -Kennedy (partial)      120,320/106,057  -Sinto                          28,080-Burch                        29,218                        -Music Annex               1,016-Coughlin (partial)    123,900                                    -Twohy (partial)         22,090-Ritter                          6,384-Lamplighter                6,125-Dillon (partial)          22,083-Goller (partial)          22,203-Corkery                    65,736-Sharp Apts  7,200-Sharp House  4,320-Jesuit House (partial) 51, 681-Huetter (partial) 11,082                               643,628-643,628 / 2,378,463 = 27%
	Text191: 
	Text192: Not sure of exact percentage. Our Paccar Building for applied sciences is LEED gold certified, but it is our only LEED certified building on campus. 
	Text193: 0
	Text194: 
	Text195: 
	Text196: Most fixtures are T-8 fluorescent. Most classrooms and common areas have motion sensors. Most dorm rooms do not have motion sensors. Most outside lights are on photocells or timers. Minimal day light sensors.
	Text197: 
	Text198: Not sure of exact percentage. All new appliances purchased in the past few years have been Energy Star, if the rating applied and the cost difference was minimal. Also, we have just recently instituted a policy that all new purchased products be Energy Star rated or equivalent if available and practical. 
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 
	Text202: Added insulation to College Hall, Music Annex, boiler room piping. Updated HVAC controls at Law, Foley, Jepson, & Schoenberg; most buildings on Automated Logic.  High efficiency boilers at Coughlin, Tilford, Paccar. High efficiency furnaces in newer dorms and rental houses. High efficiency chillers at Coughlin, Tilford, Paccar, College Hall. HVAC rebalancing projects at SOE, Law, Foley (maybe Jepson, Jundt, Hughes as well). Envelope improvements at SOE appear to have saved about 8% over last year.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 
	Text206: All available meter readings are logged into Excel spreadsheets for review and comparison.  However, many of the campus utilities are only metered through "master" meters, and therefore consumption by building may not always be available.  New metering for electricity and natural gas are being installed as funding is available.  These new meters are on-line.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 
	Text210: All available readings are logged into Excel spreadsheets.  Here again, most of the major buildings are served from a loop-feed water system.  Individual consumption by building is not always available, however, comparisons from year to year can be drawn from available readings.  Water consumption overall was reduced by about 7% from the prior year.
	Text211: 20
	Text212: Gonzaga & Sodexo proudly source as many local ingredients as possible.  We tend to define "local" as within WA state and neighboring Idaho & Oregon since we are so close to both of those states.  Within 100 miles, however, we are very supportive of Shepherd's Grain, a group of local & sustainable farmers, as well as local dairy farmers, breads, bagels, catering desserts and local produce.
	Text213: 6
	Text214: We have a store on campus called "Cherry Blossom" that is dedicated to organic choices.  Throughout the year, this number can be much higher depending on the season, but at any given time there is AT LEAST 6% (in dollars) of organic items offered.  We also recognize that "organic" is not always the best answer; sometimes local or other sustainably produced foods are a better choice.  
	Text215: Yes.  Stewardship of ocean resources and supporting sustainable aquaculture is critical for long-term viability of our seafood supply.  Sodexo is dedicated to ensuring that all of the seafood we serve is caught or raised sustainably. Our purchasing standards for fish influence our environmental footprint and send important market signals to manufacturers about the importance of sustainability.  
	Text216: Meat purchases annually 2010 - $402,000, projected for 2011 - $426,120. Total meals served 1,034,998. We do not purchase free-range meats at this time.
	Text217: Yes.  We have a station that is dedicated to 100% vegetarian & vegan options at every single meal.  Many of the other stations also offer vegetarian and vegan options so students can choose them if they wish.
	Text218: Yes & no.  Bottled water is banned on main campus and was eliminated from most retail locations two years ago.  It is still available by special request only for catering functions, at the fitness center and at the arena that is open to the public. Reusable water bottles are given to incoming freshmen and students are encouraged to use those vs. purchasing bottled water.
	Text219: Gonzaga's Center for Community Action and Service Learning (CCASL) recently developed a campus garden. The Ruellen-Day Garden, named after one of the early Jesuits here at GU Fr. Ruellen SJ and the inspirational founder of the Catholic Worker movement Dorothy Day, was founded in October 2010 and will have its first grow season in Summer 2011. The first plants to go in the ground were garlic in late October 2010. The garden is approximately 40 by 45 feet in size. The garden will follow organic growing methods and has two composting containers and a greenhouse. The garden's #1 mission is to educate students and the #2 mission is to feed organic produce to those in the surrounding Spokane community who are least likely to be able to buy it.  To this end, we plan to have multiple academic service-learning courses come and serve in the garden this summer as well as many on campus programs that are active here in the summer such as the international student programs. In addition, the Jesuit House on campus has had an organic herb & spice garden for a number of years now.  The chefs and priests enjoy tending to the garden and using ingredients to create fresh dishes for all to enjoy.
	Text220: Yes, Environmental Studies.
	Text221: Yes. CHEM 123 Environmental Chemistry, BIOL 200 Case Studies in Environmental Science, CENG 303 Environmental Engineering, CENG 404 Sustainable Systems and Design, CENG 414 Waste Management, CENG 425 Transport in the Environment, CENG 444 Air Pollution, PHIL 458 Environmental Ethics, PHIL 460 Ethics of Global Climate Change.
	Text222: Yes. http://www.gonzaga.edu/Academics/Colleges-and-Schools/College-of-Arts-and-Sciences/Environmental-Studies/courses.asp  
	Text223: -Brian Henning (Philosophy) and Monica Bartlett (Psychology): Co-founded Gonzaga Advisory Council on Stewardship and Sustainability (ACSS).-Jon Isacoff (Political Science/Environmental Studies): Co-founded Gonzaga's Environmental Studies Major/Minor. -Julie Beckstead and David Boose (Biology): Received a $131,255 Grant from USDA to study Cheatgrass Control and a $116,256 Grant from the Joint Fire Sciences Program to study Cheatgrass Control.
	Text224: No.
	Text225: No.
	Text226: 27.5
	Text227: 11 out of 40 departments.
	Text228: The school is currently working on developing a Green Purchasing Policy which is presently being reviewed by the Executive Vice President. Such a policy would incorporate aspects like purchasing more Energy Star appliances, more recycled paper, more efficient electronics, etc. 
	Text229: 2.2
	Text230: This 2.2% is 100% recycled paper. Campus dining uses 30% recycled paper for all administrative tasks and uses 100% recycled paper napkins and "to-go" containers.
	Text231: Yes.
	Text232: No. However, almost all desktop and laptop computers that we purchase meet either Silver or Gold EPEAT certification.  We purchase solely from Lenovo for desktop computers and all of their products are certified either Silver or Gold. Most meet the Gold certification. We also work to ensure that our desktop and laptop purchases are Energy Star certified.
	Text233: Some.  We currently are working to convince our purchasers of office supplies to have their minimum order size greater than $30 so that the packaging is minimized. 
	Text234: No. Most of the products have the features available, but it is currently up to departmental users whether or not the features are enabled.
	Text235: No.
	Text236: 1
	Text237: A couple of the "golf carts" and a couple of the EZ Goes are electric.
	Text238: *Biking:- Mycommute.org (Commute Trip Reduction) Incentive program.  Employees who log their bike commuting activities online are entered for prize drawings for laptops, TV’s and vacations.  This is a part of a countywide program to reduce single car occupancy commutes.- Bike lockers provided outside some residence halls for those residents that live there. There is a small nominal fee associated with the bike locker usage.  These lockers are currently under the jurisdiction of the Residence Life Program.- Gonzaga owns and maintains the paved path on the North Side of the Spokane River by Lake Arthur. - Bike racks have been installed in the front of, or behind, almost every building here on campus.- The Zagfit program has offered multiple safety and how-to presentations regarding bike safety.  The "Bike Buddy" program here in Spokane gave a presentation about how to be safe while biking in urban, traffic dense areas.  A year round bike commuter and staff member in the CCASL presented on biking year round to and from work.- Gonzaga Outdoors offers a bike sharing program known as “The Green Bike” program where students can rent a bike on a per semester rate of $20.00 if they don’t already own a bike. - A major arterial of the Spokane City Master Bike Plan runs through the southern border of our campus.  There are plans to write a campus wide bike plan and incorporate this great community asset.*Walking:- "Walking Works" campaign is part the Zagfit program based on weight loss through walking.  A dedicated group of employees can be found walking the Centennial Trail daily and logging their points/miles in the Zagfit program.- Campus Security Night Walks – once a semester the Gonzaga Campus Safety & Security office offers for students and community members to join them on a walk around campus to spot and identify places that are risky to walk through at night. Security then works with our grounds crew to add lighting or trim unruly bushes to create a better pedestrian environment.- Gonzaga subsidizes the a monthly city bus pass for all employees, which promotes coupling walking and bussing as a form of transportation.- The Gonzaga University President Thayne McCulloh has communicated extensively with all Gonzaga community members about the safety of pedestrians and bikers being partially the responsibility of motorists and partially the responsibility of walkers or bikers.- Sidewalks are cleared of snow in and around the campus religiously throughout the winter months.
	Text239: Carpool parking, public transit subsidy for faculty/staff but not for students, and Commute Trip Reduction Program: this is a program implemented by certain employers to provide their employees with ways to commute beyond just driving alone. It provides employees with more opportunities for carpools, public transit, and vanpools than they would otherwise have, and does things like charge a premium for parking for SOVs in order to discourage people from driving by themselves.
	Text240: 60.2
	Text241: 
	Text242: 90.4
	Text243: 
	Text244: 35-45
	Text245: Note that un-recycled or un-recyclable waste is further diverted into compostables and/or sent to the City's Waste to Energy Plant where it is burned to create electricity.  Over $12 million worth of electricity is generated and sold to utility users outside of the local area.  Only the residual after incineration is landfilled, thus producing no methane from decomposition.
	Text246: Yes. There are generally multiple recycling stations located in every building. A student led initiative to evaluate the use of recycling containers outdoors is also underway.
	Text247: Yes, Sodexo and Gonzaga Athletics worked together to have recycling bins available at all sporting events - most notably men's and women's basketball.
	Text248: Yes. Sodexo and Gonzaga worked together to bring composting to campus in Fall 2010. The chefs and dishroom team collect any food waste, napkins, etc. and make sure they are all composted. This has greatly reduced the amount of waste that goes into the landfill. Also, annual leaf pickup is sent to Spokane's composting program. Compostable bins are also located at 10 of the larger dorms and/or apartment complexes.  Pizza boxes are one of the major compostables that could not be recycled before, but can now be composted.
	Text249: No.
	Text250: Yes and yes. In addition, all surplus furniture, office equipment, etc., that still has a usable life, is collected, offered to university departments, and if not needed, are offered to local charities, non-profit Thrift Stores (such as Teen Challenge), offered to other rural school districts, or are offered to church camps, churches, or other organizations such as the VFW.
	Text251: Yes, it is part of our Jesuit mission and commitment to social justice and stewardship.http://www.gonzaga.edu/About/Mission/Mission-Statement/
	Text252: No.
	Text253: While a practice, there is no formal policy.  Evaluations of materials, equipment, roofing types, etc., are always done, but there is no formal requirement to do so. 
	Text254: Yes. President McCulloh has publicly declared his commitment to stewardship and sustainability and has charged the Advisory Council on Stewardship and Sustainability (ACSS) with this mandate. We are a signatory of the American Colleges and Universities President's Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), but are still in the process of developing our climate action plan and greenhouse gas reduction targets.
	Text255: Yes.
	Text256: No. Too soon to tell; campus was still growing until recently, and we have only just begun to keep track of our CO2 emissions.
	Text257: No.
	Text258: No.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: x
	Text261: The University does not keep track of this information at this time.
	Text262: 
	Text263: Residence hall energy saving challenges. These are only done within the campus community over the span of a few weeks and, at the end of the allotted time, the dorm that saved the most energy wins a prize. A "contest" was also run by the local utility, comparing usage by students in certain dorm rooms on campus, with similar students at other regional universities.
	Text264: Partly, but not officially - the portion of the campus around Lake Arthur and along the Spokane River. The University also owns a natural area/peat bog in another part of the State, which is a part of a natural water shed and drinking water source for residents in that area. 
	Text265: While there is no specific policy, the practice for Custodial is to use Green Cleaning materials and techniques whenever possible.  Nearly all chemicals, except some disinfectants meet this requirement.  Filtration rates on most vacuums also meet these standards.  Most paints are low or no VOCs, and solvent-based paints are almost never used.
	Text266: Gonzaga Outdoors. This organization provides students with an opportunity to explore the wild areas surrounding Spokane with trips for rafting, backpacking, snowshoeing, etc. It gives them the chance to learn skills related to these activities as well as to learn about the wildlife and ecology of the Inland Northwest. The Biology Department also occasionally schedules field trips to the Turnbull Wildlife Refuge west of Spokane.
	Text267: Yes. Intramurals, Zambia, outdoor theme dorm, GEO.
	Text268: -Carbon Footprint calculation-Energy projects committee-Compostables collection and recycling-Waste reduction -Energy reduction (windows, building recommissioning, lighting upgrades, controls upgrades)-Increased use of local farms/suppliers-Increased recycling-Increased use of compost-friendly disposables in retail locations-Installation of computer controlled and monitored irrigation controllers (in progress)
	Text269: Instituted a design review of older facilities to determine which ones have roof runoff piped to City sewer as opposed to drywells or other dispersion methods.


