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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text198: Again, an estimate.  We have an Energy Star policy for all new appliances on campus, but not all old appliances have been phased out.
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	Text216: All our beef is 100% grass-fed, hormone- and antibiotic-free, and raised on family farms (Thousand Hills Beef).  This accounts for 13.7% of our non-seafood meat.
	Text217: Yes, both.
	Text218: Yes, but we will be implementing bottled water free policy soon.  The President has charged a task force with developing an implementation plan.   This year, the Sustainability Advisory Committee and the Social Responsibility Committee reviewed a proposed resolution brought forward by a student to ban bottled water on campus.  February was bottled water free month that included a ban on sale and a significant educational campaign. 
	Text219: We have a small campus garden run by the Macalester Urban Land and Community Health (MULCH) student organization/club.  The MULCH students sell produce to the campus food service.  MULCH recently started an urban chicken program with 6 laying hens.  So far, 14 student volunteers alternate to care for the chickens every morning and night.
	Text220: Yes: Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary Major
	Text221: Yes: PHYS/ENVI 130-Science of Renewable Energy
	Text222: Many courses are cross-listed and shown under the Environmental Studies Department.  Class schedule for Fall 2011 is http://www.macalester.edu/registrar/schedule-fall11.html#ENVI
	Text223: - Mark Davis--Ecologist; published the book "Invasion Biology" in 2009 with Oxford University Press, which offers a new and contentious perspective on the significance of exotic species.  For a list of all his publications, see http://www.macalester.edu/~davis/pubs.html.- Chris Wells--Environmental Historian; awaiting publication of his book "Car Country:  Automobiles, Roads, and the Origins of the Modern American Landscape, 1890-1960", which focuses on the environmental ramifications of reorienting the nation's landscape around automobiles before 1960.- William Moseley--Environmental Geographer; has done significant work in the field of international development with the U.S. Peace Corps, Save the Children (UK), the World Bank Environment Department, and the U.S. Agency for International Development prior to his work in academia.  As an academic, he has co-written several books, including Hanging by a Thread: Cotton, Globalization and Poverty in Africa (Ohio University Press, 2008), with Leslie Gray and African Environment and Development: Rhetoric, Programs, Realities (Ashgate, 2004), with Ikubolajeh Logan.  - Arjun Guneratne--Anthropologist; editted the recently published book "Culture and the Environment in the Himalaya;" cyrrently working on a book about the development ofbiodiversity conservation in Sri Lanka from colonial times to the present.
	Text224: The Katherine Ordway Natural History Study Area is a restored prairie and woodland adjacent to the Mississippi River,17 miles from the campus and includes various natural habitats.  The Three Rivers Center at Macalester offers various disciplines opportunities to use the Mississippi, Minnesota, and St. Croix Rivers to explore issues such as urban development, natural preservation, water quality protection, and public access. 
	Text225: No.
	Text226: 70
	Text227: 70 %
	Text228: We have chosen to adopt the policies laid out in our Sustainability Plan as our official purchasing policy, so we will "seek and create purchasing options that minimize Macalester's costs and promote a postitive ecological and social impact."  We are currently working on developing extensive guidelines about specific products and companies.
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	Text230: 
	Text231: Yes
	Text232: We have a practice that has been in place for a number of years that we purchase at least EPEAT silver, if not EPEAT gold computers, unless there is not a EPEAT option available. 
	Text233: Yes, we have an agreement with Staples Co. The minimum order must be $25.00 and the boxes in which supplies are shipped must able to be sent back to the company and reused.
	Text234: No
	Text235: Macalester is a part of a group of five colleges in the Twin Cities known as the Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities, in which students can easily cross-register for classes.  Part of the program is a free shuttle from campus to campus throughout the day (https://sites.google.com/a/actc-mn.org/actc/bus/schedule).
	Text236: 52
	Text237: We have 13 electric service vehicles, out of a vehicle fleet of 25.  College departments can also the nearby HOURCAR car share program, that has hybrid vehicles in their fleet (http://www.hourcar.org/); this use is not included in this percentage.
	Text238: Macalester offers Bike Share, a free rental program organized by the student group MacBike.  Students can rent a bike (along with a helmet, lock, a map of Twin Cities' biking routes, and bike trailer) from the Library for 3 days.  The campus also has abundant bike parking.Furthermore, the campus itself is small and students are required to live on campus for two years, so most students do not need any transportation beyond their own legs for day-to-day purposes.Finally, the High Winds "Walk to Work" provides financial assistance for staff who purchase houses within one mile from campus by offering “fix up” matching grants up to $3,000 for home renovations.
	Text239: Macalester offers 10% - 50% subsidized bus passes to all students, faculty, and staff of the college from Metro Transit (http://www.metrotransit.org/).  The Sustainability Office also co-sponsors transportation fairs, Bike Walk to Work Day, and a twice monthly coffee for bikers, walkers, and bus riders. Macalester also supports carpooling by offering a campus-wide preferred parking program for carpools and low-emitting vehicles.  Furthermore, HOURCAR (http://www.HOURCAR.org) is car-rental program, and we have 2 Toyota Priuses near the Macalester campus available for individual or department use.  This year, the Macalester College Student Government set up a ride-share network and shuttle system around breaks (winter/spring) so that students leaving campus could coordinate transportation together.
	Text240: 23
	Text241: 
	Text242: 70
	Text243: 
	Text244: 48%
	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes.  There are clearly labeled and large recycling bins wherever there are trash cans.
	Text247: Yes.  As matter of fact, we aim to make many of our events, such as campus picnics at reunion and orientation "zero waste"-- we compost/recycle our food waste through Barthold Farms (see below), use compostable dishes, and have clearly marked bins for recycling, food scrapes, and other waste.
	Text248: All food waste created in the dining hall is recycled through Barthold Farms and heat-sterilized, then converted into feed for free-range pigs.The school is working on a pilot program to extend vermicomposting to the dorms: a few on-campus specialty housing options currently maintain vermicomposting systems.The Grounds Department composts yard waste on campus.
	Text249: Our Sustainability Plan, released in September 2009,  includes a commitment to achieving Zero-Waste by 2020. We have reduced our waste by 1/3 to date through the food waste to pig food program. 
	Text250: Our Move Out Program is a collaborative process that involves students from the organization Habitat for Humanity, our Residential Life staff, janitors, our information technology staff, our Sustainability Manager, student workers, and interested students/faculty/staff. When students move out of the dorms in May, reuseable items are donated are stored and then sold at a garage sale the following fall during Move In to raise money for Habitat for Humanity. This year we will work with the Network for Better Futures (http://www.networkforbetterfutures.com/) to pre-sort and recycled more of the year end discards. Year round, there is a drop-off for E-Waste, which is sent to a certified recycler, CFL's, and the MacFreeSwap, where students/faculty/staff can drop off or pick up anything they don't/do want.  the MacFreeSwap also has a listing service on the college intranet. 
	Text251: No.
	Text252: Suzanne Savanick Hansen is the full-time Sustainability Manager, and six student workers work for her part-time.  The college also has a Sustainability Advisory Committee composed of faculty, staff, and students which meets to discuss and implement sustainability initiatives across campus.
	Text253: We are discussing the creation of a formal plan over the next year, but we do not currently have one in place.  We have a policy to use the MN B3 and/or LEED guidelines when designing or renovating buildings.
	Text254: Yes.  According to our Sustainability Plan, we will be climate neutral by 2025. We plan to do this by investing in energy efficiency and renewable energy.  We will also invest in off-campus renewable energy or offsets. 
	Text255: Yes
	Text256: Yes. Using Fiscal Year 2006-07 as our benchmark, we have reduced our emissions by 8.5%.
	Text257: Information on asset allocation and performance is available to the Macalester community and is publicly available on our website.
	Text258: Macalester's Social Responsibility Committee advises the College's administration about practices and policies with significant implications for responsible institutional behavior, including investment issues. The membership on the SRC includes two representatives from each of the faculty, student body, College staff and the Board of Trustees. One constituent representative is from the appointed membership of the Resource and Planning Committee (RPC). The President appoints two trustees and the remaining representatives are appointed by MCSG, the Faculty Personnel Committee and the Staff Advisory Committee. The Vice President for Student Affairs and Vice President for Administration serve as ex officio members of the Committee. 
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 2.4
	Text261: 
	Text262: Matt Kazinka and Natalie Locke manage our Sustainability Student Worker network that includes 25 students in 9 departments across campus. Matt also initiated the Summer of Solutions with other students.  Students have been actively involved in starting the Clean Energy Resource Teams in Minnesota.  Our students have also been actively involved in Power Shift. Also, Kaija Bergen, a member of the Sustainability Student Worker Network, was named by the Midwest Association of Student Employment Administrators Minnesota's Student Employee of the Year for the her work promoting printer awareness in the library and on campus.
	Text263: Macalester started MN Campus Energy Challenge, a competition between area schools to see which school can decrease their energy use the most during the month of September.  The competition expanded to the region and is now managed by the Upper Midwest Association for Campus Sustainability.  For more information, see http://www.umacs.org/join-umacs-campus-energy-challenge and http://sites.google.com/site/minnesotacampusenergychallenge/.
	Text264: We have a 1/2 acre reconstructed prairie with species native to the region on our urban campus, and we also own Katherine Ordway Natural History Study Area, a 300 acre site with tall grass prairie, oak savanna and woodland, riparian forests, seasonal and permanent ponds and springs, and a backwater lake.  These lands have been set aside by the College for biological and environmental education and the protection and management of natural environments. 
	Text265: We do not have an official indoor air-quality policy, but we mandate the use of non-toxic cleaning supplies and use to zero-VOC paints.
	Text266: Yes.  Many classes involve field work, including classes within the Biology, Geology, and Geography Departments.  Even English classes will take weekend camping trips as a way of reflecting on the creative process.  Macalester students also often do summer research with professors, which gives them direct experience in the field and outside.Furthermore, the college supports significant community involvement in the Twin Cities, and all Environmental Studies majors are required to do and reflect on an internship within their field.
	Text267: The Macalester Outing Club provides supplies and sponsors student hiking/camping/canoeing trips, especially during spring and fall breaks.  The trips are extremely popular and entirely student-run.
	Text268: - Publication of a Sustainable Landscape Master Plan (March 2011):  The campus will aim to replace about 60% of current turf with more sustainable, native, lower-maintenance gardens.- We hired Edward H. Cook and Associates to recommission our main campus buildings for energy efficiency, and the study suggested $371,500 in improvements that would have a two-year payback period.  Implementation of the recommended actions is currently underway
	Text269: Perhaps the most unique aspect of our school's approach to sustainability is the direct involvement of in sustainability through their work study positions.  We have a Sustainability Student Worker Network comprised of 20 student workers in departments across campus.  We have bi-weekly meetings so that students can collaborate, and the institutionalized nature of the system ensures that projects are maintained and completed. The Network is coordinated by students, with the support of the sustainability manager and staff in various departments around campus. It grows each year as both staff and students are inspired to create more positions that use school work study funds to fund positive change on campus. This year the Network coordinators are writing a handbook to creating similar Networks of students engaged in environmental work on other campuses. This handbook will be published through the online wikibooks of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE).The Sustainability Office maintains a cost savings list of sustainability projects. As of October, 2010, the college has saved over $1,157,000 (http://www.macalester.edu/sustainability/data/costsavingprojects2010.pdf). 


