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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text190: We have a semi-decentralized system comprised completely of highly efficient natural gas boilers that provide both heat and hot water to our campus.  Our central plant services about 50% of campus spaces, and is supplemented by several satellite systems which serve the buildings furthest from the central plant.
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	Text192: We currently have no certified spaces, however 2 of our buildings were designed to achieve at least basic LEED certification.  We have not sought recognition for these buildings due to cost constraints. In addition, we currently have a 475 bed residential facility in design phase which will be designed to LEED Silver specifications, and a 150,000 square foot energy research facility in design phase for which we will seek LEED certification.  
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	Text198: Campus policy states that all new appliances be Energy Star rated, where applicable.  
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	Text202: Our planned maintenance program has reduced campus energy consumption by over 4% in FY 10. (over 12% weather adjusted)  This program has identified insulation and sealing issues, as well as maintenance needs on motors and drives, over-lighting, HVAC balance issues and other problems which contributed to energy waste.  
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	Text205: 100
	Text206: On our main campus, all buildings are monitored for energy consumption, and the boiler plant is continuously monitored with software to ensure it operates at peak efficiency.  Our student neighborhood, comprised of over 500 single family homes and apartments owned by the University, is monitored by Facilities Management on a monthly basis for electricity and gas usage.  Data is delivered from the utility providers and aggregated into statements delivered to each dwelling.  Students are encouraged to conserve, and Facilities employees examine each dwelling's history and current data for anomalies.  
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	Text211: 
	Text212: 21.7% of the food we purchase from our primary vendor comes from companies with local manufacturing facilities and/or headquarters.  It is unknown what percentage is actually grown within a 100 mile radius.  
	Text213: <5
	Text214: 
	Text215: Our suppliers follow their own vendor code of conduct when it comes to seafood sourcing, and assure us that while our purchases aren't labeled by the MSC, they are eco-friendly. 
	Text216: dollar amount and total number of meals served unknown at this time.  
	Text217: yes
	Text218: yes
	Text219: no
	Text220: An undergraduate interdisciplinary minor in Sustainability, Energy and the Environment was launched in the Fall of 2009. It joins other academic programs in Environmental Biology, Environmental Geology, and Clean and Renewable Energy to further diversify our sustainability curriculum.  
	Text221: Our engineering department offers an entire master's degree in clean and renewable energy, which prepares students for careers in clean technology, energy efficiency and the engineering of renewable systems from design to installation and operation.  Undergraduate students are eligible to take these courses.  Clean technologies are a frequent classroom topic in our Mechanical Engineering department as well.  
	Text222: http://see.udayton.edu/Curriculum_Node/  and  http://www.udayton.edu/engineering/aos_content/ms_renewable_clean_energy.php
	Text223: Dr. Kelly Kissock, Mechanical and Aerospace EngineeringDr. Kevin Hallinan, Mechanical and Aerospace EngineeringBoth lead the Clean and Renewable Energy Master's program, the first of it's kind in the nation, and the Building Energy Center, which serves industrial customers in the Dayton region and across the country performing building energy audits and creating energy management plans for complex industrial operations.  
	Text224: University of Dayton Research Institute is one of the top Catholic university research centers.  Some of the nearly $100 million in research performed here annually is sustainable in nature.  UDRI works with the Air Force currently on projects to make planes lighter and more efficient using advanced composites and biofuels.  
	Text225: no
	Text226: 75
	Text227: Courses in the Sustainability minor come from nearly all departments, including Philosophy, Religion, Political Science, Biology, Mechanical Engineering, and others.  
	Text228: The University purchases only energy-star rated appliances when the option is available, and has reduced its purchase of copier paper by 40-50% over the past several years.  Fuel efficiency is a top priority when making purchasing decisions for the University fleet of vehicles.  A comprehensive overhaul of packaging and delivery systems has been negotiated with Office Depot, which has greatly reduced the amount of cardboard and styrofoam waste generated by out campus.  No comprehensive policy is currently in place.
	Text229: <5
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	Text231: No, our paper is Sustainable Forestry Initiative certified.  
	Text232: no
	Text233: Yes.  We have developed a new packaging and delivery system protocol with Office Depot.  In the past, each order was boxed in a standard size box and surrounded with filler material, regardless of the order size.  This resulted in a large amount of unnecessary packaging.  The new system uses recyclable paper bags and reusable plastic crates.  Each order is bagged and several orders can be boxed together in the reusable crates.  This has eliminated the use of packing peanuts and other filler material, and has increased the number of orders Office Depot can put on each delivery run.  
	Text234: not routinely or as policy.
	Text235: yes.  We provide shuttle service to important retail and cultural destinations in the Dayton area daily.
	Text236: <5
	Text237: There is one hybrid vehicle in the University fleet.  
	Text238: The City of Dayton has announced plans to expand regional bike lanes and trails, using our campus as one of several hubs.  A new trail has been planned to connect our campus with points south, which will facilitate bicycle commuting as an option to a large percentage of our staff for the first time.  We have placed bike racks strategically through out campus.  Almost all of our students live within a comfortable biking distance of campus, and those who live in this zone are denied parking permits and must walk or bike to campus.  
	Text239: A small number of prime parking spaces have been designated for low-emitting vehicles and car pools.  
	Text240: <2
	Text241: only about 100 of our 7,500+ undergraduates commutes to campus in a car. 
	Text242: >90
	Text243: Average daily round-trip for staff is 22 miles.  
	Text244: 35
	Text245: 25% commingled recycling, scrap metals, batteries, ink and toner, etc. and 10% compost
	Text246: Receptacles are paired with trash cans both indoors and outdoors.  Each employee has both trash and recycling receptacles in their work space.  All student living in residence halls have recycling bins located in their rooms and in common spaces, lounges, study rooms, etc.  Every building has access to recycling receptacles in public areas, hallways, lobbies, etc.  
	Text247: Yes.  The UD Arena, home of our Division 1 basketball team, has purchased recycling units and has phased them into common areas, food service areas, offices, private viewing boxes and lounges, and concourses.  
	Text248: yes.  receptacles are available for use in all 3 campus dining halls.  all pre-consumer food waste is composted in each kitchen on campus.  
	Text249: we are committed to continuous reduction in waste through increased opportunities for diversion to compost and recycling, and reduction in purchasing, packaging, etc.  
	Text250: Yes.  Bins for clothing, non-perishable food, personal care items, electronics, books, and many other items are available in every residence hall  Large trailers are brought to campus by Goodwill and the Salvation Army for donations of furniture, kitchen appliances and supplies, electronics and housewares.  Some of the collected material is brought on summer service trips to disadvantaged areas of Appalachia where our students volunteer to rehabilitate schools and community centers.  A laptop donation drive is held, with usable machines being wiped and donated to local schools.  All together, donations collected during the Move Out program each year total 30 tons or more.  
	Text251: Sustainability principles are included in the Master Plan (2007) and Strategic Plan (2006).  Link to Strategic Plan language: http://strategicplan.udayton.edu/Goal+5%3A+Stewardship/Support+with+Facilities%2C+Equipment/"Achieve greater efficiency through sustainable and environmentally sound practices throughout the institution."The Master Plan includes priorities for sustainability including the following goals:  sustainable building design and construction, maximizing energy efficiency opportunities, exploration of alternative energy, waste minimization, and better occupant health through indoor air quality, access to daylight and thermal comfort.  
	Text252: yes. I am the one full time staff member coordinating sustainability initiatives, and I also lead the Sustainability Committee which is charged with aggregating sustainability information across campus, reporting it annually, creating connections where appropriate, and making recommendations for future priorities.  
	Text253: no
	Text254: no
	Text255: yes, annually since 2008.
	Text256: Yes.  FY 2010 emissions were down 3% from FY 2009
	Text257: yes, upon request.
	Text258: yes.  The committee is charged with maintaining a negative screen out of Alcohol, Tobacco and Defense investments, along with those dealing with reproductive health and stem cell research.  (topics on which the US Council of Catholic Bishops takes a stand)  This committee has invested in some renewable energy and local economic activity  
	Text259: no plans at this time
	Text260: 
	Text261: Our investment structure is significantly different from a traditional university "endowment."  This is difficult to quantify.  
	Text262: 
	Text263: 350.org Worldwide day of work on 10/10/10Earth Hour
	Text264: We have purchased several hundred acres of former industrial land in the past 5 years, with the intention of remediating it to residential standards and expanding campus as needed.  
	Text265: 
	Text266: The UD Rivers Institute offers outdoor programming and stewardship opportunities on local waterways.  The River Leader Curriculum has been developed over the past 2 years to engage students in personal development through ecological field work and civic engagement.  Also, UD has a close relationship with the Marianist Environmental Education Center, located a few miles from campus, which is an outdoor education facility dedicated to preserving native Ohio plants and ecosystems.  
	Text267: There are several co-curricular programs including the Sustainability Club, Roots and Shoots, and annual service trips that take students to disadvantaged areas which often include experiences like canoeing, kayaking, hiking, field research and data collection, and more.
	Text268: Continued energy demand reductions.  Continued high efficiency and LED lighting upgrades.  Further developed the Sustainability, Energy and Environment curriculum.  Implemented a program that educates students in university housing about energy use.  Brought author Doug Fine to campus for a day of learning and presentations on sustainable living.  Created  special interest housing for 23 students (4 houses) in which intentional communities of students will live sustainably and bring sustainable living to our student neighborhood.  
	Text269: Energy education:  We have worked with students to create a monthly "report card" of energy use for each one of our roughly 500 university-owned houses.  Each month, the students living in these houses get a "bill" that shows their usage of electricity and natural gas.  We "grade" their performance against the utility history of their individual house (to prevent the newer houses from beating the older houses) and we compare their current month's performance to a weather adjusted energy model of the house.  In this way, we can track conservation behaviors, maintenance needs, and historical trends.  Special Interest Housing:  We have worked with a cohort of 23 students this year to prepare them to live in our first Sustainability Houses next fall.  These self-selected, intentional communities of students will experiment with organic local food production, water recycling, energy conservation, and other topics as they strive to discover how to live sustainably as college students.  These communities will also create programming for our entire student neighborhood about sustainable living, serving as ambassadors and examples to follow for thousands of their peers in our student neighborhood.  


