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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: University of Utah
	Text164: Jen Colby, Sustainability Coordinator
	Text165: 801-585-9352
	Text166: jcolby@sustainability.utah.edu
	Text167: Salt Lake City, UT
	Text168: 30,819
	Text169: jlc
	Text170: 4-28-2011
	Text171: 32
	Text172: 12.8
	Text173: 3
	Text174: 1.9
	Text175: 
	Text176: 48.4
	Text177: 1.1
	Text178: 0.3
	Text179: 0.3
	Text180: oil and unknown
	Text181: 
	Text182: 100
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 
	Text186: 
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: We use the EPA eGRID resource mix for the purpose of ACUPCC GHG inventory reporting for Scope 2: for purchased electricity. This is consistent with the other Utah ACUPCC signatories and allows for ease of comparison. However, it does not accurately reflect local fuel mix. A co-generation plant is now operational and produces about 10% of main campus electricity (see below). Fuel source is purchased natural gas. There are 2 small solar PV arrays on campus, with a major new installation planned in the near future.
	Text190: The University Cogeneration Turbine is a natural gas combustion turbine connected to an electric generator shaft. Construction began in 2008, and has been operational since 2009. The turbine exhaust is captured in a heat recovery unit, and that energy used to produce approximately 100 mmBTUh of high temperature water service for lower campus. The electricity generator produces approximately 6.5 MW of electricity, enough to supply 10% of the existing lower campus load. The HTW plant consumes approximately 12% more natural gas than the pre-existing HTW generators used, producing electricity with fewer carbon emissions than the currently predominantly coal-produced electricity coming from the utility service provider. The construction of this project is funded through energy savings.
	Text191: 20
	Text192: Of 5 new buildings opened from 2006-2010, one is certified LEED gold, 2 were build to LEED silver but never certified (met state HPBRS), and 2 more met Utah's High Performance Building Rating System standard. As of 2009, the state HPBRS has been replaced statewide by minimum LEED silver so all new construction will be at last this level. In addition, the University has added a mandatory 15 EA credits for general (non-hospital/clinical) buildings over $2.5M. This is approximately 40% mandatory energy efficiency beyond code minimum, the highest standard of any campus of which we are currently aware.
	Text193: 10
	Text194: This is an estimate for Phase I of a new irrigation supply system from an untreated source that the university has water rights to and has now tapped. The project will eventually expand to the rest of campus in phases.
	Text195: n/a
	Text196: Although the campus has been working to retrofit lighting and mandate high efficient lighting in new buildings, we cannot quantify the percentage at this time.
	Text197: n/a
	Text198: There is no current mandatory Energy Star policy for appliances at this time. We cannot quantify the percentage on campus.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 
	Text202: We are unable to quantify at this time. However, this is a significant goal in the Climate Action Plan and the Energy Management Office invests in retrofits annually.
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 
	Text206: The campus as a whole is not fully metered at the building or sub-building level. Plant Operations is retrofitting as funds become available. The Energy Management Office is working to increase monitoring and efficiency. An innovative student MUSE internship project recently worked with Campus Utilities/EMO to assess one newer building and determine if it was performing as modeled during architectural design. The results of this study will help with future monitoring efforts. The project also supports the goal of the Climate Action Plan to use the campus itself as a living learning laboratory.
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 
	Text210: The director of Plant Operations has set an ambitious target of becoming a "net zero water" campus in the future (living within an annual "water budget" set by annual rainfall and campus area). To do so, there have now been two studies to examine water usage, potential savings, and develop a secondary water irrigation system. Water metering is also increasing at the building level on campus. 
	Text211: 0.5
	Text212: Campus Dining Services buys a great deal of produce at the seasonal, weekly campus Farmers Market directly from local vendors, and also from the Campus Gardens Project (raised within 1/2 mile). Locally grown or raised foods are defined as foods that were entirely produced within 150 miles of the campus.  Locally grown or raised foods might include items such as fresh fruits and vegetables, milk, grains and beans, eggs, meat, and sometimes seafood.
	Text213: 0.5
	Text214: Items include coffee, melons, garlic, potatoes, yogurt. Catering services will also source organic products if requested by customers.
	Text215: Yes. http://compass-usa.com/Pages/Seafood.aspxBon Appetit Mgmt. Sustainable Seafood Purchasing Policy (Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines)
	Text216: Data not currently available. However, Campus Dining Services provider Chartwells has numerous sustainable and humane initiatives regarding meat and fish, including 100% cage-free eggs.
	Text217: Yes.
	Text218: Yes. Touchless water bottle filling stations are being installed in major public buildings such as the Union and the Marriott Library to encourage use of refillable water bottles. Many departments have informal "no bottled water" policies but there is no campus-wide policy. Salt Lake City's public water supply is consistently rated best for taste nation-wide, a benefit in the campaign to reduce bottled water consumption.
	Text219: Yes. Two main campus organic gardens serve as outdoor laboratories for a variety of courses and also provide service opportunities for students, staff, faculty, and community members. There are also two community gardens in campus residence areas. See http://bit.ly/fEG4Tw for more information. As of 2011, funding has been obtained for a part-time student garden coordinator position as well as 2 10-hr a week garden assistant jobs in addition to course instructors and TAs.
	Text220: Yes, as well as graduate programs. Environmental Studies (BS), City and Metropolitan Planning BA/BS/MUP/MCMP/PhD), Sustainable Tourism Management (BA/BS), Natural Resources- Recreation Planning and Management (BA/BS), Atmospheric Sciences (BS/MS/PhD), Science and Technology, Environmental Track (MST), Environmental Humanities (MA).
	Text221: GEO 1001  Energy Resources in a Sustainable World;  CVEEN 6460  Sustainable Urban Water Engineering; CVEEN 7660  Water Reuse for Sustainability; ME EN 2500  Introduction to Sustainable Energy Systems Design I: Wind and Water Power; ME EN 2510  Introduction to Sustainable Energy Systems Design II: Thermal and Solar Power 
	Text222: No.
	Text223: At a university of this size, it is very difficult to single out a short list of standout professors. Here are a few, but this list is far from complete or systematic.Dr. Dan McCool - Professor of Political Science, Director, Environmental Studies Program, Sustainability Curriculum Co-Director. Professor McCool's research focuses on Indian water rights and voting rights, water resource development, and public lands policy.  . .He has served as a consultant for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the U. S. Department of Justice, The ACLU's Voting Rights Project, and the Southwest Center for Environmental Research and Policy. He is currently writing a book about the politics of river restoration." http://www.poli-sci.utah.edu/mccool.html He also leads a popular study abroad trip to Costa Rica annually.Dr. David Chapman - 2006 recipient of the Rosenblatt Prize for Excellence: "Chapman is recognized as one of the top solid-Earth geophysicists in the world measuring and interpreting heat and mass transfer in the geologic environment. . . .Most recently Chapman developed methods to assess the amount of global warming since the time of the Industrial Revolution by measuring temperatures in drill holes."http://unews.utah.edu/p/?r=050406-1 He currently serves as chair of the President's Sustainability Advisory Board and was a key supporter in the creation of the Office of Sustainability.Brian McPherson - "McPherson came to Utah from the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, where he formed the Southwest Partnership on Carbon Sequestration, one of seven regional partnerships funded by the U.S. Department of Energy to evaluate storage of atmospheric carbon dioxide in geological formations and in soil and vegetation. He will continue to direct the partnership, which encompasses Arizona, Colorado, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Utah and parts of Kansas, Nevada, Texas and Wyoming. The project plans to inject 1 million tons of carbon dioxide into a geological formation to study if underground storage works and can reduce greenhouse gases in the atmosphere." http://unews.utah.edu/p/?r=011607-1Stephen Goldsmith - "Stephen Goldsmith, an associate professor in the College of Architecture + Planning’s Department of City & Metropolitan Planning, teaches a broad range of students including those in the Honors College, and serves as chair of the Environmental Sciences Program in the Professional Masters in Science and Technology program. He recently was named the University Professor for Campus Sustainability."
	Text224: Sustainability Research Center - http://www.src.utah.edu/ "The aim of the SRC is to bring U of U researchers from all disciplines and levels together to conduct funded research in sustainability-related topics."Rio Mesa Center - http://www.riomesa.utah.edu/ "Located along almost three miles of Dolores River in the magnificent red-rock country of southeastern Utah, The University of Utah's Rio Mesa Center provides opportunities for field-based interdisciplinary research that emphasize ecology and the environment in the broadest sense."Energy Commercialization Office - http://www.wecc.utah.edu/ "The Energy Commercialization Center was formed after the University of Utah's Technology Commercialization Office (TCO) was awarded one of five grants from the Department of Energy to create an Innovation Ecosystem. Our mission at the ECC is to help accelerate the deployment of renewable and energy efficient technologies in the market place from National Labs and Universities."
	Text225: No.
	Text226: 16
	Text227: 
	Text228: No.
	Text229: n/a
	Text230: We are currently working to quantify this, and cannot provide a percentage at this time.
	Text231: Purchasing is decentralized; some departments do so.
	Text232: No.
	Text233: Various departments have taken the initiative to reduce packaging waste for large shipments, especially furniture and computers.
	Text234: No.
	Text235: Yes. Commuter Services operates the second largest bus fleet in the State of Utah, providing frequent, free service around campus and to nearby housing. The shuttle service features a real-time web-based shuttle tracker and also a texting service at stops that riders can use to find out when the next buses will arrive. For 20 years, the university has also provided Utah Transit Authority passes  (Ed-Passes) free of direct charge to all staff, faculty and students for the entire network except ski buses. The program is heavily utilized, and funded through student and staff fees and parking service revenues.
	Text236: 30
	Text237: We are including CNG vehicles in this total; given the airshed criteria pollutant concerns in the Salt Lake region, CNG is a contributor to improving air quality. The Campus Shuttle System has 2 CNG buses and plans to replace 2 diesel buses with CNG until conversion is complete.
	Text238: Parking passes are required for all lots on campus, discouraging driving. The campus master plan prioritizes sustainable transportation. Parking is generally restricted to the periphery of campus, with the central campus area a pedestrian and bicycling zone. Commuter Services has added self-service bike maintenance stands in busy areas and will add more. The student Bicycle Collective provides bike services, low-cost bikes, and promotes cycling.
	Text239: Fee-based parking; free transit passes and shuttle, promotional programs to chose housing near transit stops (campaign designed in partnership with two campus professors), annual Clear the Air Challenge and participation in Bike Month, carpooling match service (UTA) and priority parking for carpools.
	Text240: 53
	Text241: 
	Text242: 63
	Text243: 
	Text244: 32
	Text245: 2011 Official Recyclemania Results.
	Text246: Yes. A new campus-wide paper and cardboard recycling program was introduced in 2007 based on the results of a waste audit report. Funding was partly provided by ASUU, the student government. Since that time, recycling bins have been added for aluminum cans and plastic bottles. 
	Text247: Yes. The Red Butte Garden concert series provides recycling volunteers who collect beverage containers from patrons as they leave shows (brown bagging is permitted). This has been extremely successful. The student sustainability board, stadium management, and the recycling coordinator ran a pilot recycling program in 2010 for football games. Students have now purchases "recyc-bikes" for the 2011 series to make collection easier at the tailgating lots. These were funded by the Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund.
	Text248: The grounds department collects all landscaping waste materials and composts them though the county landfill program. Students initiated a pre-consumer produce scrap and coffee grounds composting program last fall at the campus gardens using waste collected by Dining Services prep cooks and delivered to the gardens by the student sustainability coordinator.
	Text249: The 2010 Energy and Environmental Stewardship Plan includes a waste reduction goal. The recycling coordinator and partners on campus are working to find cost-effective ways to implement it over time.
	Text250: In 2008, an Environmental Studies intern with the Office of Sustainability created a move-out collection event at Housing and Residential Education that collected and donated gently used items to local charities. It was successful and the event is now held every spring.
	Text251: Sustainability falls broadly under the Public Life section of the Mission Statement:In its role as contributor to public life, the University of Utah fosters reflection on the values and goals of society. The University augments its own programs and enriches the larger community with its libraries, hospitals, museums, botanical gardens, broadcast stations, public lectures, continuing education programs, alumni programs, athletics, recreational opportunities, music, theater, film, dance, and other cultural events. The University facilitates the application of research findings to the health and well-being of Utah's citizens through programs and services available to the community. The University's faculty, staff, and students are encouraged to contribute time and expertise to community and professional service, to national and international affairs and governance, and to matters of civic dialogue." http://www.admin.utah.edu/president/mission.html It is also integrated into the Seven Planning Principles of the 2008 Campus Master Plan: "Leadership in environmental stewardship.", http://bit.ly/fK93T6 and into the 2005 University Strategic Plan, in various categories of environmental stewardship, principally water and energy conservation.
	Text252: Yes. The Office of Sustainability has 4 full-time staff, including a sustainability coordinator, outreach coordinator, SCIF coordinator (student sustainability fund), and a director. The Energy Management Office has another 4 part and full time staff. There are two main committees, the President's Sustainability Advisory Board and the Campus Sustainability Working Group.
	Text253: This is a component of high performance building standards.
	Text254: Yes. The University of Utah is a signatory to the ACUPCC and released its first Energy and Environmental Stewardship Initiative: 2010 Climate Action Plan in September 2010.
	Text255: Yes. A pilot inventory was conducted by the Office of Sustainability staff and interns for 2006. The protocols were improved and since 2007 a formal GHG inventory has been completed and published annually in the ACUPCC reporting system.
	Text256: The 2010 inventory is still in progress and will represent the first full year of the cogeneration plant. From baseline 2007 to 2009 (the last year a complete inventory is available), on a gross emissions basis, no reductions have been seen in total. 
	Text257: Summary information is available publicly. More specific information may be requested from the Endowment Manager.
	Text258: No.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 
	Text261: Not available.
	Text262: The University of Utah has many students working to effect positive environmental change. The list below is not comprehensive, but offers a sampling of student initiatives and achievements.Campus: Then-students Kevin Emerson and Elise Brown led the campaign for a student fee to purchase renewable energy credits, which has placed the University of Utah consistently in the top 10 for EPA Green Power College and University Partner purchases.Then-students Lindsay Clark, Alexandra Parvaz, Kirsten Brinkerhoff, and Shane Smith along with alumnus Kevin Emerson envisioned and carried out the initiative that led to the creation of the Office of Sustainability.Teams of students in the Sustainability Practicum course designed green infrastructure projects for the Frederick Albert Sutton Building, which was in design and construction at the time. Five projects were accepted by the architecture team, funded by donors, and implemented, helping the building become the first LEED Gold certified one on campus.Student Dallas Hamilton led the campaign for a student "green fee", which was approved and is now the successful Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund (www.sustainability.utah.edu/SCIF).State: Then-graduate student Arlyn Bradshaw successfully ran for Salt Lake County Council with "green" issues a a significant part of his platform in fall 2010 and won. He now represents greater Salt Lake City on the 9-person council.National: Economics undergraduate student Tim De Christopher spontaneously disrupted a contested BLM leasing auction as an act of civil disobedience. His public appearances and subsequent trial have galvanized climate change activists.
	Text263: The University of Utah now hosts its own Green Tech competition, in which several teams compete each year. Students have also participated in a challenge to design a carbon-emissions-free motor for the Grand Canyon Outfitters river rafting program. "A group of University of Utah Mechanical Engineering students successfully demonstrated a prototype electrical propulsion system for a raft that navigated the rapids of the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon. The prototype was designed and built for the Grand Canyon River Outfitters Association. That organization of companies representing the commercial raft industry wants quiet, non-polluting alternatives to gas powered outboard motors. . . .The University of Utah was one of four universities working to produce prototypes. The other schools were the University of Arizona, Arizona State University, and Northern Arizona University. Each team was provided $20,000 to fund their work. . . .The University of Utah was the only team that produced a working prototype propulsion system." (June., 2008 press release)."The NASA Moon Buggy Team from the University of Utah (also a Mechanical Engineering Senior Design Team) placed 3rd in the 2011 NASA Great Moon Buggy Race. The U of U team competed against college teams from 22 states, Puerto Rico, Canada, Germany, India, and Russia. The NASA competition challenges students to build a durable, but lightweight, buggy that is human-powered and can travel over a simulated lunar terrain course. The vehicle must also be able to fold up into a 4' x 4' cube to simulate transporting the buggy on a rocket with little room to spare." http://www.mech.utah.edu/news/stories/moonbuggyrace2011.html
	Text264: Yes. The 500-acre Heritage Preserve has been set aside as a natural area. Red Butte Garden also protects a resource conservation area in partnership with the USDA Forest Service. The area is distinctive for the fact that is was never grazed and so is used as a research reference area. See http://www.redbuttegarden.org/conservation/currentProjects for more information.
	Text265: No. However, all new buildings are mandated to be LEED silver certified.
	Text266: Yes! The University of Utah sits at the base of the Wasatch Mountain range, and close to some of the most awe-inspiring, challenging and remote desert, basin and range, and greater Rocky Mountain province. Programs offered through the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism and Outdoor Recreation take full advantage of this magnificent setting, from non-credit short courses to immersive experiences. 
	Text267: Yes, through Outdoor Recreation, the Museum of Natural History, and Red Butte Garden, among others. There is also an annual U-sponsored "Shred Red" spring ski and snowboard day for students, faculty, and staff. See http://web.utah.edu/campusrec/outdoor_rec/index.html for some offerings.
	Text268: Completed and released first Climate Action Plan; undertaken internal bicycle facility review leading to the hiring of consultants to complete a formal bicycle plan; created campus gardens advisory committee and garden coordinator position; dining services, commuter services and library system added departmental sustainability coordinator duties or positions; expanded staff green teams efforts; constructed first phase of secondary water irrigation system; launched green tech competition; joined STARS and started student-led assessment for it; opened Sustainability Research Center; named Sustainability Professor and curriculum coordinators; added texting feature for "next bus" information for campus shuttles; created campus sustainability pledge (www.sustainability.utah.edu/pledge); expanded internship opportunities.
	Text269: Sustainable Campus Initiative Fund (SCIF) program - this "green fee" program was envisioned by former Office of Sustainability/Environmental Studies intern Dallas Hamilton in 2008, inspired by his attendance at the AASHE conference that fall. His project advisor was OS founder and director Dr. Craig Forster. When Dr. Forster was tragically killed in a hiking accident in Zion National Park in November 2008, Dallas re-doubled his efforts to get this student "green fee" endorsed by student government (ASUU) in Craig's honor. It was ultimately approved by ASUU, the Boards of Trustees and Regents, even in an increasingly difficult economic climate at the height of the financial crisis as tuition and fees were rising rapidly. The fund is now fully operational, with a program coordinator. Students partner with staff and faculty to write "green grants for campus-based projects. For more information, visit www.sustainability.utah.edu/SCIF. Sustainability-focused School of Business MBA field studies project: The MBA program requires a field study course in which students serve as "consultants" on a specific project for outside partners such as local businesses. For the first time, students proposed a campus-based field study to create a feasibility analysis and financing evaluation for possible solar parking canopy structures, a project proposed in the 2010 Climate Action Plan. They received a SCIF grant and funding from Commuter Services to complete the study and successfully presented their findings in April 2011. Their case study may pave the way for the first solar parking canopies on a campus. Students enjoyed the project and hope it will serve as a model for future College of Business/Sustainability partnerships.


