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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text223: Diran Apelian, Howmet professor of Mechanical Engineering and Director of the Metal Processing Institute, received National Materials Advancement Award, and cofounded the Center for Resource Recovery and Recycling (CR3). He was also selected to chair a national blue ribbon panel that will help identify ways that breakthroughs in materials and materials processes could lead to energy efficiency, energy security, and reductions in carbon emissions. Robert Krueger, Professor and Director of Environmental & Sustainability Studies, to collaborate with University of Luxembourg to assess that country's sustainability-planning policies.David Olinger, Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering, is working to develop a low-cost system that uses a windsurfing kite to generate power. award from EPA to develop a kite power system.Professor Jeanine Plummer, Director of the Environmental Engineering Program is WPI's first Schwaber Professor of Environmental Engineering. She explores factors that affect the quality of drinking water and innovative technologies for detecting and removing contaminants
	Text224: The Center for Resource Recovery and Recycling (CR3), whose purpose is to develop technologies that will strive to achieve materials sustainability and cut energy usage and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The  Institute for Energy and Sustainability, a collaboration between WPI and Clark University which endeavors to develop the central Massachusetts region as a leader in renewable energy and clean technology.The WPI Center for Food Security, an on-campus project center, and the Worcester Community Project Center engages in student-led projects around issues of sustainability.The WPI Fuel Cell Center is an industry-university alliance for furthering fuel cell technology through undergraduate and graduate education and through research and development of fuel cells, fuel reformers, and related components for mobile and stationary applications. 
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	Text232: Yes, all.  WPI's Technology Management department has determined that the Energy Star and EPEAT ratings are a priority over initial investment costs when assessing options for acquiring technology.
	Text233: WPI partnered in December 2010 with its recycling contractor, Institutional Recycling Network, and Staples, Inc., to return all packaging delivered to WPI from Staples back to Staples for reuse.
	Text234: No
	Text235: Yes, WPI provides the use of van services from the Gateway Park area of campus to the main campus 3 times per hour. WPI also provides the use of the SNAP van (Security Night Assistance Patrol) as a student escort services to areas within one mile of campus as needed during evening hours. WPI is a member of the Worcester College Consortium Shuttle, which transports students and staff from one institution to another, and to various other sites for shopping and entertainment around the greater Worcester area.  All of these services are free of charge.. 
	Text236: 5
	Text237: WPI makes available Zipcar membership for the use of 2 hybrid Honda Civics zipcars to members of the WPI community.  
	Text238: WPI sponsored an initiative for employees to generate interest in walking called the "Road Bowl Walking Challenge."There is an indoor bicycle storage area located in our new LEED-Gold residential hall, East Hall.  Bicycle racks are located at convenient areas around campus. The WPI campus is 75 acres, and most buildings are very close to each other, and students can easily walk from building to building within a few short minutes.
	Text239: Yes. In A&B terms (Jan-Dec), first year students were offered free bus passes on the WRTA (Worcester Regional Transit Authority), and in C&D terms (Jan-May) all students were offered discounted bus passes.  WPI is a member of Carpoolworld (carpoolworld.com/wpi) to promote sustainable modes of transportation on campus. All carpooling participants are eligible to park in premium parking spaces designated specifically for carpoolers. WPI also offers 2 cars as part of a car-sharing program, Zipcar. These are Honda Civic Hybrids.
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	Text244: 100
	Text245: all waste is diverted from landfills
	Text246: Receptacles for plastics/glass/aluminum and paper are located in multiple locations in all buildings  and in outside areas of the campus.  We also have battery recycling bins in several central areas around campus, and there is a designated drop-off site for electronics recycling. 
	Text247: Yes.  WPI provides temporary recycle bins for special large events 
	Text248: WPI partners with a local farmer for composting. Compost receptacles are used by kitchen staff for all pre- and post-consumer waste.  
	Text249: WPI is committed to waste minimization, and we are emphasizing the 3R's - reduce, reuse, recycle. The Sustainability Pledge, created by the Student Green Team, stated that the student, staff and faculty member would "pledge to do everything in my power to reduce, reuse, recycle, and spread awareness to everyone I know." As part of Recyclemania, we have committed to waste minimization, reuse and recycling, as well as identifying best practices. departments participate in "freecycling" of equipment and supplies to avoid unnecessary disposal and to provide to those in need. 
	Text250: Yes. WPI partners with the Salvation Army prior to student move-out. Containers are placed and staffed in central convenient locations around campus for students to deposit their unwanted and gently used closes, small appliances, and other items. 
	Text251: Yes.  The Plan discussed strategies for preservation and enhancement of WPI's open spaces.  http://www.wpi.edu/Master/
	Text252: The President's Task Force on Sustainability oversees all sustainable initiatives and sets the overall plan for sustainability on campus. There is one part-time Sustainability Coordinator.  
	Text253: Yes, a formal policy does exist for considering life-cycle cost analysis for systems that are included in construction and renovation, such as photovoltaic vs solar thermal systems in designing the method of heating the pool water in the new recreation center. 
	Text254: WPI is in the process of developing its Sustainability Plan, which will include a plan to reduce emissions. This plan is expected to be complete by AY 2013.
	Text255: WPI has conducted an audit of greenhouse gas emissions from Scope 1, Scope 2, and some of Scope 3 greenhouse gas emissions. WPI uses Tighe & Bond as consultants in this area, and an annual report is published to meet state regulations. 
	Text256: Yes, from an Interactive Qualifying Project (student project), students compiled data of greenhouse Gas emissions and conducted: from 2002 to 2006, the direct emissions from WPI have decreased from a total of 20 Million kg CO2 to 18 Million Co2. We see that over the years 2002 to 2006 the Million Metric Tons of Carbon per students decreased from 1.39 x 10 -6 MMTC to 1.16 to 10 -6 MMTC, a 17% decrease. Percentage reduced:  11.1% direct emissions; 17% per student decrease. baseline year 2004, date achieved 2005. Main cause of reduction was installation of new natural gas heating system. 
	Text257: No. Information about our endowment fund is made available only to WPI trustees, senior administrators, and other select members of the school community.
	Text258: No.  We do not have the ability to vote proxies as the entire equity holdings of the endowment are invested in mutual funds. 
	Text259: No.
	Text260: not available 
	Text261: A portion of of the school's overall endowment is invested in companies that further renewable energy, but the amount is unavailable at this time.  
	Text262: Students formed the WPI Students for a Just and Sustainable Future and participated in discussions with state legislators to encourage the state to become carbon neutral. Students participated in local projects to install solar panels on the Worcester Public Library, to study energy efficiencies on the Worcester's Printer's Building, and numerous WPI students participated through the IGSD to conduct projects at 25 project centers around the world to meet the challenge of creating healthy, prosperous, and environmentally responsible regions.  Student Eco-reps trained their peers in waste reduction and recycling. A YouTube video competition focusing on the 3 R's, aims to educate the community on waste reduction efforts.The President's Task Force on Sustainability and the Environmental & Sustainability Studies Program holds a Sustainability Poster Competition each year for undergraduate students.
	Text263: Student Green Team participating in the Great Power Race, and finished 4th in the nation and 11th in the world. WPI participated in RecycleMania. Although the results are not official, WPI ranked well in the state for waste reduction and recycling of paper, cardboard, and plastics. The President's Task Force on Sustainability and the Environmental & Sustainability Students Program sponsored its 3rd annual Sustainability Poster Competition, where students can compete with their sustainability-themed projects. 
	Text264: WPI has 75 acres of land that is densely populated by academic, administrative, and residence buildings. There are few open spaces on campus, and those that are open area maintained so that the WPI can enjoy them. 
	Text265: Cleaning products in our LEED Gold certified East Hall are all environmentally friendly. WPI has incorporated mostly environmentally friendly products for Alden Hall, Higgins Labs, Gordon Library, and the Campus Center, and will be transitioning to environmentally friendly cleaners in Founders Hall during the summer, and more in the near future.  
	Text266: WPI has a physical education requirement that can be filled by taking classes such as softball, football, golf and tennis, or that can be filled by participating in a varsity sport, such as baseball, softball, crew, cross country, football or soccer.  
	Text267: The Outing Club participates in camping, hiking, climbing, skiing and snowboarding. The Cycling Club participates in bicycling in Central Mass.
	Text268: The President's Task Force on Sustainability has made a commitment to move forward on developing a Sustainability Plan that includes not only energy and operations, but also includes academic programs and research activities as well as community engagement.  A Sustainability Report was created by a student IQP team and published by the President's Task Force on Sustainability in the fall of 2010. Construction on a new recreation center was begun, and it is anticipated to achieve LEED Silver at a minimum. This construction will include two 2500-gallon cisterns that will collect rain water for the cooling towers of the building, savings approx. 850,000 gallons of water/year, as well as solar thermal panels to warm swimming pool water. A second green roof is in the process of being established on campus between Fuller Labs and Kaven Hall. This roof is a walkway that will provide open green space for WPI community members.In June, WPI junior Linnea M. Palmer Paton was named an Udall Scholarship Honorable Mention recipient in recognition of her commitment to environmental preservation. The Student Green Team worked with Chartwells Dining Services to provide a local-food-only station in our campus dining hall. In addition, they are working with the fraternities and sororities to develop a recycling program for their buildings.  A partnership was formed between our recycler, the Institutional Recycling Network, and Staples, to recycle all packaging materials purchased through Staples on campus.Student and staff eco-reps volunteered to represent their resident halls and academic or administrative buildings and to serve as the go-to person for sustainability-related concerns.
	Text269: The project-based programs at WPI make the institution unique.  The IQP, or Interactive Qualifying Project, is one of two projects required of WPI undergraduates. Students work in teams under the guidance of faculty advisors either locally or at one of the 26 global project centers. These projects allow students to pursue hands-on-, real-world research opportunities, and many include sustainability-themed topics. WPI has sent more undergraduate engineering and science students abroad for academic research than any other university in the US.   The second required project is the MQP, or Major Qualifying Project, which focuses on the synthesis of all previous study to solve problems or perform tasks in the major field with confidence, and communicate the results effectively. WPI students received a Community Engagement Award in March, 2011, from the Colleges of Worcester Consortium, Inc., for an IQP project that helped AIDS Project Worcester grow a community garden to support the nutritional needs of local HIV/AIDS patients.A team of WPI undergraduate students that researched and evaluated business opportunities with solar energy in un-electrified areas in Namibia, Africa, won the prestigious WPI President’s Award in January 2011. A contender for the award was a team that designed a water and sanitation center prototype in Cape Town, South Africa. WPI graduate students celebrate research and discovery in their Graduate Achievement Days, where students can present their research on cutting-edge topics.  This year, energy and environmental topics included capturing heat from asphalt to generate energy and prevent pavement damage, simulation of offshore floating wind turbines, and assessing viral pathogen risk in drinking water. The Great Problems Seminars, a first-year student experience, prepares students for the university’s unique project-enhanced curriculum; serves as an introduction to college-level research, and provide them with a global focus.  This year’s seminars were “Heal the World,” Grand Challenges,” and “Power the World.”  The Great Problems Seminars kick-off this year was led by Robin Chase, founder of Zipcar. 


