School name:  Fort Lewis College

Contact name:  Elizabeth Bussian, Business Manager 

Contact:  970.247.7207

Contact e-mail:    Bussian_e@fortlewis.edu
School city/state:  Durango, CO  

Students:  3,864 

Initial:   LJN    3/28/11 

1.1   Energy Supply:  

64% coal

4% wind 

1%  Natural gas 

1% Solar 

11% Hydro

19%  other 

1.2:  Heating buildings 

100% Natural gas 

Category 2:  Efficiency

2.1  100% of campus buildings completed in last five (50 years are LEED certified at least silver 

2.2  100% of water used for landscaping is from recovered/reclaimed/untreated sources 

2.3  80% of campus lighting fixtures are energy efficient 

2.4  (unknown percentage) of applicances are energy star rated  

2.5  Yes, we have an energy retrofitting program 

2.6  We monitor 

100% of electricity consumption  

20%  of water consumption  

Category 3:  Food

3.1:  25% of food served is grown or raised within 100 miles 

3.2  10% of food served is certified organic 

3.3   No, we do not source seafood solely to sustainable programs 

3.4   About 35 percent of cafeteria food budget is for meat 

         Approximately 250,000 meals served per academic year 

         Meat comes from James Ranch, in Durango  

         http://www.jamesranch.net/culture/
3.5  Yes – nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan is available 

3.6   Bottled water is available on a limited basis:  

        http://www2.fortlewis.edu/news/LisaMullins.aspx
3.7   Yes, there is a campus farm/garden where students can work 

         http://www.fortlewis.edu/EnvStudies/ag_projects.asp
Category 4:  Academics

4.1   Yes, FLC offers environment and/or sustainability-related majors:  

a)  Environmental studies 

b) Environmental biology 

c) Environmental geology 

d) Sociology  

e) Environmental policy minor

f) Mountain studies minor 

4.2  Classes about clean technologies:  

FLC Chemistry Department recently transitioned organic chemistry course into a green course.  Re-wrote lab manuals, sourced renewable solvents/materials, and less-toxic agents.  

The transition saves money for the Chemistry department and the college, and brings long-term rewards to students who wish to utilize their knowledge of green chemistry in industry, government, and subsequent academic studies.  

4.3   Yes, the college Environmental Center maintains a list of environmental classes.  

4.4    See here:  

        http://www.fortlewis.edu/EnvStudies/faculty.asp">http://www.fortlewis.edu/EnvStudies/faculty.asp
4.5  Affiliations:   

Mountain Studies Institute  (MSI).  MSI develops science that people can use to address environmental issues facing the San Juan Mountains

Center for Southwest Studies    The CSS promotes a sustainable future for the region as an active but impartial leader in helping to foster positive solutions to the complex issues that affect us. We envisage a region of informed and spirited citizens who are active stewards of our historic, cultural, and natural resources. To make this goal a reality, the Center features innovative educational programs and research opportunities that promote a greater awareness of the deep connections between people and natural systems

4.6   Environmental/sustainability programs are not required, however, FLC does require “Education for Global Citizenship”  (Kevin Hovland, AAC&U, 2005).   EGC is an upper-division liberal arts requirement that incorporates discussion of globalization and civic engagement.  Sustainability and the environment are among the most frequent themes in EGC courses.  

4.7     65 percent of academic departments offer environment and/or sustainability-related coursework. 

5.  Purchasing

5.1    No  (sustainable purchasing policy)  

5.2   100% of white paper used on campus      is at least 30% post-consumer recycled content 

5.3   Yes, (policy does not require it – but our recycled paper does bear the FSC logo) 

5.4  We do not have a policy to require EPEAT certification 

5.5   No, we do not have packaging agreements 

5.6  We prefer energy-saving features, but do not require them 

6.  Transportation 

6.1   Yes, students may use the Durango city bus and shuttle service – which has service between campus and town  (free of charge for FLC students)  

6.2  15 percent of vehicles are hybrid or electric.  

6.3  Durango is one of the leading cities in North America for cycling.   The are bicycle racks in front of every building.  The City of Durango maintains numerous cycling paths, and city bus services have cycle racks.      The campus layout encourages walking, cycling (or boarding) from one location to another, rather than driving.    

6.4   The school offers free bus passes to students.   Parking stickers are offered with a 20% discount for green vehicles.  

6.5   Approximately 50% of students commute to school in a vehicle  

6.6   Approximately 65 percent of faculty and staff commute in a vehicle.  

7.  Waste Management

7.1   Approximately 20 percent waste diversion rate 

7.2  Yes, recycling receptacles are readily available in every office area, and at the entrance of each building.  

7.3  Yes 

7.4  Yes (limited)  

Campus kitchen, dining room, and café have composting.  

All coffee grounds are composted 

Fryer shortening is collected and saved for Biodiesel (San Juan Biodiesel) 

7.5   The campus has stated a commitment to reduce goals in a Sustainability Action Plan 

http://www.fortlewis.edu/sustainability/downloads/Fort%20Lewis%20College%20Sustainability%20Action%20Plan.pdf">http://www.fortlewis.edu/sustainability/downloads/Fort%20Lewis%20College%20Sustainability%20Action%20Plan.pdf
7.6    No, there is no clothing/used goods program. 

8.   Administration 

8.1   The FLC core values recognize civic, sustainable, and diverse society.  

8.2  Fort Lewis has an Environmental Center with one (1) full-time Coordinator, who works with students to coordinate projects and programs.  

8.3  Life-cycle cost analysis is utilized through the Colorado Governor’s  Energy Office.  

8.4  The college has committed to reducing its impact on climate change through a Sustainability Action Plan.  

http://www.fortlewis.edu/sustainability/downloads/Fort%20Lewis%20College%20Sustainability%20Action%20Plan.pdf">http://www.fortlewis.edu/sustainability/downloads/Fort%20Lewis%20College%20Sustainability%20Action%20Plan.pdf
The College is a signatory for the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC)   - April 6, 2007.  

8.5   An Energy Audit was conducted in January, 2008.   

8.6  Efforts are under way to reduce energy use 40 percent in five (5) years.  

9.  Financial Investments 

FLC is a public institution, with a minimal endowment.  The Fort Lewis College Foundation acts as the College Endowment.  Assets are minimal at this juncture. 

We are not able to answer these questions at this juncture - 

10.  Other Initiatives 

10.1    10.2   Student participation 
Category 10: Other initiatives

1. Any students effected positive eco-change on campus, state or national level?

Also can nominate individually separately.

Lisa Mullins, a Senior Environmental Studies major, from Durango, Colo., grew a campus-wide anti-bottled-water campaign from a class project by finding it a home in the Fort Lewis Environmental Center after the class ended, and funding the campaign after guiding it through administrative processes.

"Bottle Busters," the education and awareness campaign Mullins created in Sociology Professor Mark Seis' Fall 2010 Environmental Studies Colloquium, has been adopted by the EC's Zero-Waste Team. And along with the project came Mullins herself -- she now coordinates the Team.

The Zero-Waste Team works to ensure that the College buys recyclable products and keeps waste out of the landfill through recycling and composting. The Team also runs a weekly Free Store, does food and waste audits on campus, and manages an experimental worm composter.

Thanks to a grant from the College's Sustainability Fee -- which Mullins secured with a visit to the President and a proposal to the student senate -- the Environmental Center debuted the campaign in April with a showing of "Tapped," a documentary examining the effects of the bottled-water industry on public health and water supplies. The EC also gave away metal water bottles to the first 100 moviegoers.

The campaign will continue in August, when the Office of Student Affairs will make the bottled-water issue a theme at Orientation by showing "Tapped" and holding a panel discussion with EC members about local water quality, and encouraging students to carry reusable water bottles rather than buying water.

To help that conversion, incoming freshmen at Orientation, along with their parents and families attending Parent Orientation, will receive metal water bottles emblazoned with the College's Centennial logo. Sodexo, the College's food services manager, will also help by installing bottle-filling stations for Orientation attendees.

http://www2.fortlewis.edu/news/LisaMullins.aspx">http://www2.fortlewis.edu/news/LisaMullins.aspx
http://www2.fortlewis.edu/news/EnvironmentalCenterProjects.aspx">http://www2.fortlewis.edu/news/EnvironmentalCenterProjects.aspx
http://blogs.fortlewis.edu/ec/2011/04/10/earth-day-the-spring-run-off/">http://blogs.fortlewis.edu/ec/2011/04/10/earth-day-the-spring-run-off/
10.3    Set-aside land 

http://www2.fortlewis.edu/ec/OurProjects/LocalFood.aspx">http://www2.fortlewis.edu/ec/OurProjects/LocalFood.aspx
10.4    The college has an indoor air quality initiative  (smoke-free buildings)  

10.5   Outdoor/field-based programs  

a)  Adventure Education  

Students learn how to lead and teach in a variety of settings that use outdoor and adventure environments to promote positive change in individuals, organizations and society. They learn how to use human-powered outdoor pursuits including backpacking, ropes-challenge courses, rock climbing, mountaineering, and river paddling to expose individuals and groups to new growth opportunities.

b)  Geology    

The department emphasizes field work, and field trips are an integral part of most courses. All geology majors go on a six-week summer Geology Field Camp which involves exploration and mapping exercises in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, and California. The FLC geosciences department has also been known to trek to the lava fields of Hawaii every other year, hike around the Southern Alps of New Zealand every few years, and can probably be convinced to create new trips to amazing places in the future.   

c)   The Anthropology department offers a six-week training course in field archaeology during the summer. Field work will be conducted at the Old Fort Lewis Campus near Durango, Colorado and at a prehistoric site along the Florida River, both in La Plata County. Intensive instruction in archaeological inventory, compass and tape mapping, Total Station mapping, remote sensing (electrical resistance and magnetometer), GPS and GIS, and limited excavations will be the focus of this six week field school. The field school is a required class in the Fort Lewis Anthropology Department's Cultural Resource Management certificate.  

The field school documents over 55 archaeological sites, which includes pre-historic sites.  

10.6   There are extensive natural-based extracurricular activities offered to students through:  

                Environmental Center   (  mailto:schild_r@fortlewis.edu">schild_r@fortlewis.edu  )  

              (employment, volunteer opportunities, information resource)

                Continuing Education   (  mailto:continuinged@fortlewis.edu">continuinged@fortlewis.edu  )

                (example – visit nearby goat/dairy farm;  mushroom identification class,  etc)  

                Outdoor Pursuits   (mailto:outdoorpursuits@fortlewis.edu">outdoorpursuits@fortlewis.edu) 

                (mountain biking, camping, climbing, whitewater rafting, back-country skiing, etc).  

10.7   Since 2010, FLC has dedicated two (2) new facilities that are both LEED certified.  It has expanded recycling on-campus, and increased the proportion of paperless transactions.  Within the next year, the College will increase energy efficiency by working with an Energy Service Company to increase use of renewable energy, and to reduce energy costs.    

10.8    Fort Lewis College sits in the city of Durango – voted one of the world’s best “outside towns” in the United States.    The campus is situated at 6500 feet above sea level, with an unobstructed view of the San Juan and La Plata mountains (14,000+ feet).  The mountains and the nearby Animas River provide a bountiful natural laboratory for living, learning, and working with the environment.   

The natural diversity surrounding the campus ranges from 14,000 peaks to a Desert valley.  

Students who attend FLC cite the campus location and the availability of outdoor activities as two of the key reasons for attending the college.   
