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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text186: 
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: 56.7% of the electricity consumed by UMD's campus is generated by the on-campus cogeneration plant which burns natural gas to produce steam for heating and cooling campus buildings (in the numbers listed above, 96.3% of the natural gas generated electricity comes from our on-campus plant and 3.7% is purchased from the grid). In 2010 students voted to use the funds generated by the student sustainability fee to purchase 66,000 MWh of Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) from regional wind power projects. These RECs were used to offset emissions from 26.5% of the electricity consumed by the campus and they have been accounted for as wind power in the numbers listed above.
	Text190: Almost all buildings on campus are heated by the on-campus cogeneration plant which burns natural gas to produce steam, electricity and chilled water for the campus. A few buildings have separate gas boilers or electric heat. 
	Text191: 
	Text192: In October 2007 the University adopted the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver building standard for all new construction and major renovations. Since then two new buildings have been completed and both have achieved LEED Gold certification. Two buildings currently under construction are expected to achieve LEED Silver or Gold certification. Going forward all new construction or major renovation will be designed to LEED standards and submitted for LEED certification of at least silver. More information is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/green_buildings.php
	Text193: < 5
	Text194: Last year 60,000 gallons of non-potable water was used for campus landscaping. The water came from two underground cisterns that capture stormwater. We do not have meters in place to measure the total amount of water used specifically for campus landscaping but we are working to find funding to install better sub-metering.
	Text195: 98
	Text196: Most of our interior fluorescent fixtures on campus are T-8 lamps and about 5-10% are T-5 lamps. Approximately 80-90% of incandescent light fixtures have been converted to compact fluorescent fixtures. All of our outdoor lighting fixtures are equipped with either photocell controllers, time-clock controllers, or both. Recently our Facilities Management department undertook a project to retrofit hallway lighting (sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/energy.php#Hall%20Lights) and they have a project planned for this summer to retrofit classroom lighting.
	Text197: 
	Text198: We have an Environmentally Preferable Procurement (EPP) policy that mandates procurement of Energy-Star (or equal) rated equipment and appliances when such products are available. Since purchasing on our campus is decentralized we do not have a way of tracking the the total percentage of Energy Star-rated equipment. The Office of Sustainability is developing a green offices program that would help us better monitor implementation of the EPP policy.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 5
	Text202: We do not have a calculation of consumption reduction over a three-year period for all buildings that have received any type of energy upgrade, but our energy conservation manager provided a guess of 5% over three years. We have entered into a 15-year Energy Performance Contract that guarantees a 22 percent reduction in energy consumption for the nine buildings involved. More information is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/energy.php#Contracts
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 12
	Text206: The University has an online energy data management system that can be used to monitor, record and assess patterns of electricity consumption. The system has been used to generate building energy reports to encourage occupants to reduce consumption. More information is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/culture/energywise.php
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 13
	Text210: The University has an online energy data management system that can be used to monitor, record and assess patterns of water consumption. Facilities management uses the system to bill some departments for water usage.
	Text211: 11
	Text212: This percentage includes food raised within 250 miles of campus and Fair Trade coffee purchases for dining halls. This is the number that we track annually for our Campus Sustainability Metrics report and it is consistent with AASHE's S.T.A.R.S. program. Dining Services does not have the staff time to calculate food that is grown and raised within 100 miles of campus for the purposes of this survey.
	Text213: 0.06
	Text214: Some vegetables served in campus dining halls are USDA-certified organic.
	Text215: No
	Text216: In the 2009-2010 academic year $1,612,757 was spent on all cafeteria meat purchases. The total amount spend on all food served was $13,623,713. Some of the meat was raised or processed within 150 miles of campus.
	Text217: Yes
	Text218: Yes, but bottled water is not sold or distributed in campus dining halls. A number of student organizations, including the Student Government Association and the Graduate Student Government, the Division of Student Affairs, and the Department of Environmental Safety have banned bottled water at meetings and events.
	Text219: Yes, there are several campus gardens on which students can work and learn gardening skills. The Public Health Garden is the newest of these initiatives (http://publichealthgarden.blogspot.com/). There are also two rooftop gardens where students can work.
	Text220: Yes: Agriculture and Resource Economics, Environmental Science and Policy, Environmental Science and Technology, Landscape Architecture, Natural Resource Management, Natural Resource Sciences
	Text221: Yes: Renewable Energy Applications, Wind Energy Engineering, Energy Market Modeling, Sustainable Energy Production and Usage, Impact of Energy Conversion on the Environment
	Text222: Yes, we provide a list of relevant course on the Office of Sustainability's website at sustainability.umd.edu/content/curriculum/academics_courses.php
	Text223: Each of these professors have a bio and list of accomplishments available online at the link provided with their name.Dr. Herman Daly:  www.publicpolicy.umd.edu/directory/dalyDr. Matthias Ruth: www.cier.umd.edu/mruth.htmlDr. Eric Wachsman: www.umerc.umd.edu/faculty/director.htmlDr. Allen Davis: www.ence.umd.edu/~apdavis/apdavis.htm
	Text224: Yes, we have a list and descriptions available on the Office of Sustainability's website at sustainability.umd.edu/content/curriculum/research_centers.php
	Text225: Yes, our general education requirements include a course in natural sciences. This is a new requirement and the list of courses that can satisfy it has not yet been finalized.
	Text226: 51
	Text227: Recently a list of sustainability-related courses was compiled by student interns for the committee that is working on developing curriculum for a new minor in sustainability. The percentage here was calculated based on this list.
	Text228: Yes, the University of Maryland adopted an Environmentally Preferable Procurement Policy in 2009. The policy specifies that the University will procure all supplies, services, maintenance, construction and architect-engineer services in a manner consistent with the promotion of sound environmental stewardship and, in particular, promoting the reduction of carbon emissions as envisioned by the University’s Climate Action Plan. Consideration of the environmental impact of products and services must be an integral part of the procurement process and should be weighed along with price and other factors when making procurement decisions. The the full policy is available online at www.president.umd.edu/policies/docs/VIII310C.pdf
	Text229: 35
	Text230: The University is transitioning to use of only 100% post-consumer recycled content paper. By July 1 2012, only general purpose office paper made from 100% post-consumer recycled content shall be procured according to the University’s Environmentally Preferable Procurement policy.  
	Text231: Yes, in 2010 we spent $51,347 on 9,640 reams on FSC-certfied 100% post-consumer recycled content paper. Some of the paper we purchased with a lower post-conumer recycled content was also FSC-certified but we do not have data for the exact amount.
	Text232: Yes, the university-wide EPP policy promotes the procurement and use of EPEAT certified green electronic equipment, where available and within limitations of existing laws and regulations.
	Text233: Yes, Dining Services works with suppliers to minimize waste from packaging. They require suppliers to pick up and reuse wood shipping pallets. They also evaluate the manufacturer packaging of all products. Many suppliers, including Pepsi and Frito Lay, reuse packaging in which their products are delivered. Many products, including ketchup and pickles, are purchased in light weight pouch packages that use less material than traditional packaging. This reduces the amount of waste and saves fuel during shipping.
	Text234: Yes, we have a campus-wide Environmentally Preferable Procurement policy that requires purchase of Energy-star rated appliances for categories where they are available. In addition our dining services team has focused on maximizing efficiency of kitchen appliances and equipment by purchasing and enabling energy-saving features. The University of Maryland Climate Action Plan stresses enabling energy-saving features for computers and servers.  year.
	Text235: Yes, Shuttle-UM provides free transit service on and around the University of Maryland Campus to more than 2.6 million riders a year. The shuttle service is supported by fleet of over 60 vehicles, including hybrids and clean diesel models. More information is available from the UM Department of Transportation Services website at www.transportation.umd.edu/shuttle.html
	Text236: 76
	Text237: The Shuttle-UM bus fleet includes over sixty vehicles, all of which are either hybrids or run on biodiesel. For more information about our entire campus fleet refer to pages 38-39 of the University of Maryland Climate Action Plan (available online at http://acupcc.aashe.org/site_media/uploads/cap/278-cap.pdf).
	Text238: Showers are available on campus for people who walk or bike to work or class. Five Zipcars are on campus for those who bike or walk but need to make an occasional car trip. The campus also offers a Guaranteed Ride Home program that provides commuters who regularly (twice a week) carpool, vanpool, bike, walk or take transit to work with a FREE and reliable ride home when one of life's unexpected emergencies arise. The University maintains an online pedestrian trip planner that helps with route selection by filtering for obstacles such as steps or sharp inclines (http://seamster.cs.umd.edu:8090/map/index.html). In 2009 the Department of Transportation Services launched Bike UMD, a new program and information resource that covers everything related bicycling at the University of Maryland. Bike UMD has worked to ensure that there is ample bicycle parking across campus (including secure bike locker rentals in several campus garages), developed a bike map showing campus bike parking and shower locations, relocated the Campus Bike Shop to a more accessible location, and conducted a bicycle safety campaign to educate both cyclists and drivers about how to co-exist peacefully and safely on campus roads. The Campus Bike Shop provides free tune-ups, maintenance and education to all UMD faculty, staff and students. Bike UMD also provides discounted u-locks, helmets, other safety gear and the option for students to lease a bicycle. Almost all Shuttle-UM buses have bicycle racks mounted on the front so commuters can take advantage of multi-modal transit. BikeUMD maintains a website, a blog and a facebook page to educate people about transportation by bicycle. More information is available online at www.transportation.umd.edu/bike.html
	Text239: Yes, the University offers incentives for carpoolers. The TerpRider Carpool Program provides 50% off parking permits, preferred parking spaces, and a Guaranteed Ride Home Program that  gives TerpRiders access to a free and reliable ride home when needed to manage emergencies. The University also provides a ride-matching service through ZimRide and access to Zipcars when TerpRiders need them for short car trips during the day. More information is available online at www.transportation.umd.edu/share.html
	Text240: 32
	Text241: This estimate is based on the number of students who had active commuter permits in 2010 for their cars and motorcycles. The estimate does not include temporary permits, after hour visitors, mopeds or scooters. 
	Text242: 57
	Text243: This estimate is based on the number of faculty and staff members who had active commuter permits in 2010 for their cars and motorcycles. The estimate does not include temporary permits, after hour visitors, mopeds or scooters. 
	Text244: 62.83
	Text245: Figures show the campus community recycled 8,939 tons of materials in 2010 - including organics, glass, paper, metals, construction and demolition debris, batteries and mattresses. This is up more than 5 percent from 2009 when 7,431 tons were recycled. Along with increases in recycling rates, Maryland also saw a 4.3 percent decrease in solid waste going to landfill. While almost 9,000 tons were recycled, only 5,289 tons were sent to landfill.
	Text246: Yes, recycling receptacles are widely available and dining halls also have compost receptacles. In October 2010, academic and administrative buildings switched to “Single Stream” Recycling. This means that you can put all of your recyclable materials into one recycling bin. New lids on recycling containers have one opening to fit bottles, cans, and all types of paper, making it easier to recycle, and help the University increase its recycling rate! Here is a list of what you can place in these bins. Residence halls will still have separate bins for paper and plastic/metal/glass.
	Text247: Yes, recycling bins are made available at special events. At the University's annual "Maryland Day" celebration composting bins and clear recycling containers are widely available. Recycling at football games was instated in fall 2006 and a comprehensive recycling program-- called "Feed the Turtle"-- for athletic events was launched at home football games in 2008. The program included new custom-built containers made of recycled plastic to collect recyclables and food compost in the stadium, "valet recycling" and extensive solid waste collection in tailgate lots, and an event staff training plan. Over the course of 7 home games, the program resulted in the diversion of nearly 59 tons of solid waste from landfills, a recycling rate of 41%! The program was overwhelmingly supported by fans and was expanded to include home basketball games in 2009. 
	Text248: Yes, compost receptacles are available in both dining halls and at some food vendor locations. All dining hall kitchens and some vendors also have compost compactors to collect pre-consumer food waste and waste left on diners trays when they are returned to the kitchens. Since the compost compactors were installed the food waste compost rate has risen 50%.
	Text249: The Division of Student Affairs (one of three major administrative divisions on campus) has a stated goal to minimize waste but there is not stated commitment for the entire campus. The University of Maryland Climate Action Plan includes a commitment to increasing the waste-diversion rate. In annual Sustainability Metrics Report we track and publicly report the tonnage of solid waste that is both landfilled and recycled. The report includes a summary table that tracks trends; the waste categories show green smiley faces when the amount of waste is trending downward, yellow ambivalent faces when it is staying the same, and frowning faces when it is trending upward. This report encourages campus stakeholders to reduce waste.
	Text250: Yes, for the past several years, students and Resident Life staff have implemented "Don't Waste, Donate!" and have arranged to have trucks from area charitable agencies collect and haul away whatever students don't want to take with them. Bins are available in every dormitory. More information is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/recycling.php#Moving
	Text251: Yes, the University of Maryland Strategic Plan includes guidance for the University's commitment to becoming a leader in campus sustainability: sustainability.umd.edu/content/about/university_strategic_plan.php
	Text252: Yes, the University has a Sustainability Council and an Office of Sustainability. For more information about the council go to sustainability.umd.edu/content/about/sustainability_council.phpFor more information about the office go to sustainability.umd.edu/content/about/office_of_sustainability.php
	Text253: No
	Text254: Yes, the University of Maryland's Climate Action Plan is a 40-year strategic plan for how the  campus will become carbon neutral by 2050. A brief explanation of the plan is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/climate.php
	Text255: Yes, we conduct a greenhouse-gas-emissions inventory annually to track our progress toward climate neutrality. All emissions data from 2002-2009 is available for download at sustainability.umd.edu/content/resources/resources_reports.php
	Text256: Yes, for calendar year 2009 the University of Maryland achieved an 8.5 % reduction from fiscal year 2008 emissions and a 10.5% reduction over the fiscal year 2005 baseline. Refer to our 2009 Inventory Update for more information: sustainability.umd.edu/documents/UMD_GHG_2009_Inventory_Update.pdf
	Text257: Yes, information about the University System of Maryland's (USM) endowment is publicly available. Asset allocation is available  on the USM Foundation website at www.usmf.org/usmf/clients-investment-info/investment-strategy/. Upon request, the USM Foundation will provide any interested party with a list of all investment holdings.
	Text258: No
	Text259: No
	Text260: 1-2
	Text261: This estimate is for the endowment of the entire University System of Maryland. The USM endowment has holdings in three renewable energy and clean tech funds.
	Text262: Yes, here is a link to a list of student organizations that are actively effecting positive change: sustainability.umd.edu/content/culture/student_organizations.php One example of state level change comes from the recent work of UMD for Clean Energy to lobby for passage of the Maryland Offshore Wind Energy Act of 2011. One example of campus level change comes from the new student sustainability fee, the money from which is being used to fund projects that reduce environmental impacts and/or enhance sustainability education on campus: sustainability.umd.edu/content/culture/student_fee.php
	Text263: Yes, students participate in the Solar Decathlon. In 2007 The University of Maryland’s LEAFHouse placed second among 20 solar houses on the National Mall and first among the 17 U.S. teams competing (for more information on LEAFHouse visit http://2007.solarteam.org). The 2011 entry, WaterShed, is under construction and is expected to do well in competition (for more information on WaterShed visit http://2011.solarteam.org/)
	Text264: Yes, the University of Maryland emphasizes environmental stewardship in campus planning and development. The campus is an Arboretum and Botanical Garden.The University protects 70.56 acres through a Long Term Protection Forest Conservation Easement. Facilities Management and the Urban Forestry program use a database of the eight thousand trees on campus to maintain the health of the campus ecosystem. More information is available online at sustainability.umd.edu/content/campus/forestation.php
	Text265: The University does not have an indoor air-quality policy but Greenseal certified cleaning products are used extensively on campus. For more information about use of nontoxic cleaning supplies see page 12 of the University of Maryland Sustainability Metrics Report for 2010, available at sustainability.umd.edu/documents/2010_Sustainability_Metrics_Report.pdf
	Text266: Yes, the University of Maryland offers many outdoor and field-based classes and programs. Here is a list of three with links to descriptions: Environmental Restoration and Management concentration in the Environmental Science and Policy program (ensp.umd.edu/EnvRestoration.html); Wildlife Ecology and Management concentration in the Environmental Science and Policy program (ensp.umd.edu/Wildlife.html); The Institute of Applied Agriculture (iaa.umd.edu/index.html); 
	Text267: Yes, 1) The Terrapin Trail Club is a campus-sponsored student organization that sponsors various outdoor recreational activities, such as hiking, backpacking, camping, mountain biking, caving, canoeing, rock climbing, and kayaking; the club's activities are available to all registered students, faculty, and staff of the University of Maryland.2) The St. Mary's Language House Garden Club provides gardening and horticultural experience to the staff, students, and Univ. of Md community.3) The Public Health Garden at the University of Maryland, College Park, is a student teaching and community garden demonstrating sustainable agriculture and environmental best practices in support of public, environmental and community health.
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