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We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for our ﬁfth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability​oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this interactive PDF and ﬁll it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_ coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than April 20, 2011. 

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 

As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonproﬁt, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation. 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges 

School name: 

James Landi, Sustainability Coordinator 

Contact name and title: 

315-781-4442

Contact phone: 

Landi@hws.edu

Contact email: 

School city and state: Geneva, NY 2100

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge. 

JEL 4/4/11

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________ 

Category 1: Energy Supply 

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the energy source. 

· HWS purchases 5% of its electricity from Wind and supplements one building's electricity with solar power. Because the remaining 95% of HWS electricity comes off of the NY State grid and is not accompanied by Renewable Energy Credits (these, as they do for HWS purchased wind energy, allow the Colleges to definitively claim source production & environmental benefit), the Colleges defer to the Clean Air-Cool Planet emissions calculator. The Clean Air-Cool Planet emissions calculator provides an upstate NY emissions conversion factor (relatively low compared to other region of the United States). The electricity emission factor allows the Colleges to determine the emission intensity of its electricity, and subsequently our total greenhouse gas emissions from electricity.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the energy source. 

____% Coal ____% Biomass ____% Electricity 

99%  Natural gas 1 % Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil 

____% Other _____________________ 

If cogeneration, please explain. 

· The Colleges have one building, the Fingerlakes Institute that runs solely on Geothermal, but are exploring a more substantial geothermal well field in coordination with two large building projects that are in the pipeline. 

Category 2: Efﬁciency 

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past ﬁve years have a LEED certiﬁcation of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certiﬁer? (If an equivalent rating, please specify which rating and certiﬁer.) 

· 25%  

· Energy Star Certified/Small Business Award & LEED Silver audit conducted by LEED certified review team concluded that buildings would fall between Silver and Gold, but did not submit for the LEED plaque. The Colleges now have a LEED Silver or better building policy for new construction and major renovation and are planning new projects accordingly.
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2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or untreated sources? 
· 5%

· What percentage of campus lighting ﬁxtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy efﬁcient (e.g., compact ﬂuorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

· 100% 
· The Colleges Climate and Energy Committee have invested nearly half a million dollars over the last 3 years to take advantage of energy savings and greenhouse gas reduction opportunites. Light conversions are a focus and with a three tiered approach to achieving higher efficiency – 1) deteriming if the light is necessary/removing unnecessary lights or lights in overlighted areas; 2) replacing lights with high efficiency bulbs and ballasts (including T5, CFL and LED conversions); and 3) only lighting areas when needed by tying lights into building management controls and sensors (sonic, ambient and motion). In addition, and because lighting technology is improving rapidly, the Colleges have selected a couple of areas on campus to pilot different lighting applications including induction lighting, alternative fixtures that improve directional lighting etc.. 
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4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated? 

· <20% 
· The Colleges have adopted an energy star purchasing policy. As old appliances are replaced, all new/applicable appliances are energy star certified. In addition, all systems and appliances in new construction and renovation are selected based on a lifecycle analysis that includes and places a VERY high priority on energy consumption - energy star appliances are selected for these applications whenever available. 
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5. Does your school have in place energy-efﬁciency retroﬁtting programs, such as improving building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced (or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period? 
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· 10% Annual Reduction from 2008

· Current energy efficiency projects, driven by the Colleges Climate and Energy Committee (mission: to reduce HWS greenhouse gas emissions through electric and heat conservation initiatives) have achieved a 10% annual reduction in energy consumption. This constitutes a 6% reduction in HWS greenhouse gas emissions and is a major point of pride of the campus. Efforts include boiler, HVAC, and lighting retrofits (high energy efficiency standards in new construction and major renovation) as well as window replacements and investments to better seal buildings.
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6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the program. 

· Electricity: 

[image: image13.jpg]No

Yes





· 70%

· The physical plant Scope 1 (on-site generation) & Scope 2 (purchased electricity) emission reduction portions of the HWS Climate Action Plan are based on a building by building performance Assessment, Refinement and Investment hierarchy or what the Colleges term as A.R.I.. We are in the process of implementing this system, but it is designed to provide each building with its own performance goal and then assess progress toward that goal as well as provide feedback to building occupants and building operators on best energy practices and energy conservation investment opportunitites. To that end, the Office of Sustainability has teamed with buildings and grounds to go beyond the traditional monthly energy reports (these cover 100% of buildings and show month to month energy consumption, degree day impact and cost) and use student Eco-Reps to read meters on a weekly basis – this makes building energy performance data much more relevant to occupants and building operators/managers. In addition, the Colleges have a live energy monitoring system for their two largest buildings and are looking to expand this system to include all of the top 10 energy consuming buildings on campus.
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Water: 
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_______% 

Category 3: Food 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles of campus? 

· 2%

· The Colleges spend approximately $40,000 on local foods annually 

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certiﬁed organic? 

· >1%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

· No 
4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), please explain. 

· $380,519 spent on meat with 138,513 meals served 
5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal? 

· Yes, we offer a nutritionally complete vegetarian and vegan option at every meal and now include an entire vegetarian station that always includes a full vegan meal option. 

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus? 

· Yes. The Colleges have, however, been working to reduce the amount of bottled water consumed on campus, but have yet to eliminate it. Campaigns to reduce bottled water include water tasting events, requirements during orientation that First Years use their Student Government Supplied reusable water bottle (eliminating both cups and bottle water and intended to set a tone that reusable bottles are acceptable and should be used from day one of new students’ careers). In addition, a number of athletic teams have committed to eliminating bottled water at both practices and competition events. 
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7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 

· Yes, the Colleges support a student run Organic Garden. The garden is planted annually by students. It is tended daily, and no fertilizers or pesticides are used in or around the garden. Food from the Garden is used by a Sustainable Foods Theme House and a Sustainable Saturdays Cooking Club as well as by other faculty and staff. 

Category 4: Academics 

1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six. 

· Yes, the Colleges offer an Environmental Studies Major and Minor. Environmental Studies currently has the second largest number of declared majors. In addition, HWS offers a unique interdisciplinary approach to Environmental Studies students allowing students to select a focus, whether that be Public Policy, Geology, Economics, Architecture or Biology (to name a few…), this interdisciplinary flexibility allows students a great deal of exposure to disciplines that offer classes with an environmental relevance while requiring a core of classes that guarantees a solid environmental foundation.
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2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efﬁciency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to ﬁve. 

· Yes, the Colleges offer a variety of courses about clean technologies and energy efficiency. These include: 
· Energy 
· Environmental Economics

· Natural Resources 
· Energy Economics 
· Teaching for a Sustainable Environment – in addition many students take advantage of independent study opportunities that focus on alternative energies and energy efficiency. Thes independent studies have led to an energy star analysis of campus buildings using Energy Star’s Portfolio Manager Platform as well as the purchase of Renewable Energy Credits for the Colleges 
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3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

· Yes, we offer two, one through the Environmental Studies Department's web page ​http://www.hws.edu/catalogue/envi.aspx 

· and, the other the Office of Sustainability Page: http://www.hws.edu/about/green/study_green.aspx 
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4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/ or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and noteworthy publications. 

· Professor Thomas Drennen is a senior economist for Sandia National Laboratory and focuses on alternative energy modeling – recently published "Alternative Liquid Transportation Fuels Simulation Model" and "Pathways to a Hydrogen Future", is leading a renewables project team for the state of Hawaii and an energy modeling team for Singapore. 

· Professor John Halfman is focusing on limnology, hydrogeochemistry, and sedimentology in the Finger Lakes region. A founder of the Finger Lakes Institute, Halfman is highly regarded as an expert in the health and water quality of the Finger Lakes and is frequently tapped by decision makers for consultation on watershed issues. 

· Professor Eugenio Arima focuses on land use and land cover change modeling in the Brazilian Amazon using GIS technologies. His recent publications include “The fragmentation of space in the Amazon basin: emergent road networks”, “Fire in the Brazilian Amazon: a spatially explicit model for policy impact analysis”, and “Quantitative Assessment for a Mod3el of Amazonian Deforestation”. 
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5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description. 

· Yes, Finger Lakes Institute (FLI) is incredibly active and successful in its mission – to promote environmental research and education about the Finger Lakes and the surrounding environments, and to collaborate with regional environmental partners and state and local government offices to foster environmentally-sound development practices throughout the region, and disseminates the accumulated knowledge to the general public.
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6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s) of the course(s). 

· No, an environmentally-themed class is not a core requirement. Instead, the Colleges chose to integrate sustainability education into the daily lives of students. The HWS Climate Action Plan -Climate Neutral by 2025 has set in motion a system that provides students basic environmental literacy through their residential learning and daily living experience. 
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes? 

· 30% 

Category 5: Purchasing 

1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, brieﬂy explain. 

· Yes, the Colleges have an energy star purchasing policy, a waste receptacle purchasing policy (must match every trash can with a recycling bin) and a Green Seal cleaning product standard. In addition, the Colleges have a major renovation and new construction LEED Silver or higher building policy and are working on a list of product criteria from that policy that is applicable to all campus projects (e.g. low VOC paint standard, recycled content in furniture etc.) independent of project size. 

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

· 30%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certiﬁed? 

· Yes 

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certiﬁcation (or similar)? If yes, please describe. 

· No 

5.  Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe. 

· Yes, we take advantage of reduced packaging methods from Xerox and Grainger to minimize waste. 

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 

· The Colleges have made energy efficiency a priority and are purchasing and/or replacing products with the intention of gaining the energy efficiency benefits. 

Category 6: Transportation 

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, brieﬂy explain. 

· Yes, the Colleges offer a free biodiesel shuttle service to the campus community. The Shuttle Service goes through the Colleges and town, and is designed to provide the campus community with a convenient alternative to cars. 

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle ﬂeet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable biofuels? 

· 20%

· The Colleges now have 5 entirely electric vehicles, 10 vehicles that run on biofuels and a hybrid. The incorporation of alternative "low emission" vehicles into the Colleges fleet is part of the HWS Climate Action Plan. We will continue to diversify our fleet and purchase low-emitting alternative fueled vehicles as we replace our existing fleet. 

[image: image22.jpg]



3. List speciﬁc steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation methods. 

· The Colleges have added a number of bike racks to campus in the past year and focused on developing a more biker friendly campus -avoiding the installation of stairs in new construction and adapting areas previously inaccessible to bikers with planned permeable sidewalks and bike paths to open the campus to bikers. In addition, the Colleges created a yellow bike program housed in the Colleges Yellow Bike Shop. The program owns 40 bikes and 'leases' these to the campus community. When members return their bike at the end of the semester, their deposit is returned. In addition, the Colleges master plan is designed to encourage a pedestrian friendly and walking campus. In addition, the Climate Task Force introduced a green surcharge on all parking tickets to discourage driving and encourage the use of ‘alternative’ transportation (money collected is used to fund the Yellow Bike Program and alternative transportation initiatives).  
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4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe. 

· The Colleges green surcharge on parking tickets is designed to support campus alternative transportation efforts and reduce the number of cars on campus. In addition, the Colleges offer bus services from areas with a high density of HWS students at the beginning and end of each semester. HWS also provides a free "Carpool" service that allows students, faculty and staff to easily carpool. 

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car? 

· Less than 10% - We are a residential campus 

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car? 

· 85% 

Category 7: Waste Management 

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted from landﬁlls)? 

· 25%  

· This does not include the hundreds of tons of C&D material, E-Waste and compost that we divert from the landfill annually. 

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

· Yes, the HWS campus standard is to provide a recycling bin next to every trash can. We have placed hundreds of bins (in dorm rooms, residence halls, academic and office buildings and outside) in the past year. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games? 

· Yes, our campus, "one recycling bin with every trash can policy" carries over to events. In addition, the Colleges offer a three bin waste system that includes a compost bin at catered events where all serviceware (if not china), is compostable.
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4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)? 

· Yes, the Colleges compost both pre and post consumer food waste. Compost receptacles are available at all dining locations. In addition, the Colleges use compostable serviceware at catered events and supply these events with "waste stations" that include a compost bin, recycling bin and trash can. 

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If applicable, brieﬂy explain the plan of action. 

· The Colleges temporary goal is to reduce waste with a specific focus on waste diversion. The HWS end goal is to eliminate waste to the landfill and has packaged this commitment into the Colleges Climate Action Plan. 

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 

· Yes, the Colleges offer a donation program for clothing, furniture, electronic equipment and all other items deemed reusable at the end of the Spring semester. Bins are placed in every dormitory and a staff of students picks up the items daily during the last week. The Colleges sell the reusable items at a huge “Barnsale” and all revenue is donated to the United Way.  

Category 8: Administration 

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding principles? If so, please provide the text or a link. 

· Yes, the Colleges Climate Action Plan was recently adopted and holds a place in the Colleges long-term Strategic Plan. In addition, the Colleges, as approved by the board of Trustees, President of the Colleges and Senior Staff view the Climate Action Plan – Climate Neutral by 2025 as necessary to modernizing the physical plant and offering a more complete education in the HWS mission “to develop students who will lead in the twenty-first century.” 
2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time? 

· Yes, the Colleges employ a full time Sustainability Coordinator and have a sustainability guiding committee, the Presidents Climate Task Force. 

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

· Yes, the Colleges have committed to a LEED Silver or higher building policy for all new construction and major renovation. In addition, the Colleges Climate Action Plan puts a price on carbon and requires an emission projection as well as an operating cost projection for all projects to remind decision makers of the environmental impact of their choices. The aim is to drive investment in sustainable infrastructure - even if up-front cost is higher. The process is currently working and the life-cycle analysis is now pervasive through our projects team. 
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4. Has your school made an ofﬁcial commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these reductions? If so, brieﬂy explain the plan. 

· Yes, the Colleges have made an official commitment to reduce its impact on climate change with a goal of achieving climate neutrality by 2025. 
To that end, our CAP is based on 1) stopping emission growth by minimizing ghg footprint of new construction and major renovation; 2) placing an emphasis on emission reduction in existing infrastructure; and 3) adopting an offset strategy that guarantees climate neutrality in a timely manner through the purchase of high quality offsets. This CAP approach guarantees a long-term commitment to emission reduction from Scope 1, 2 & 3 emissions, while simultaneously showing a strong commitment to meet IPCC emission reduction recommendations with the Offset Strategy.
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5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus? 

· Yes, the Colleges completed a greenhouse gas inventory for FY '06-'07 and FY '08-'09. We will conduct ’09-’10 this Fall. 

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and provide the benchmark year and percentage. 

· Yes, '08 is our benchmark year. We currently discount Scope 3 emissions because of a transition to a different ghg accounting method. But, we've achieved a 9% ghg reduction in Scope 1 & Scope 2 emissions based solely on energy efficiency and fleet efficiency improvements. This equates to an estimate 6% decrease in our total ghg emissions.
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Category 9: Financial Investments 

1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Brieﬂy explain. 

· No 

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken. 

· No 

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, brieﬂy explain. 

· No 

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that further renewable energy and clean technology? 

· 5%

· The Colleges invest in First Reserve Corporation that has a renewable energy portfolio, and also invests in Hancock Timber Resource Group that practices sustainable forestry. 
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Category 10: Other Initiatives 

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a speciﬁc student for greater attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include students’ contact information here). 

· Yes, our environmental sustainability program is founded on student initiatives. We are a student focused and centered sustainability program designed to enable students to use the physical campus as a sustainable laboratory. Success to date include, but are not limited to: putting together the original proposal and GHG Inventory that led the President to sign the ACUPCC, designing the sustainable elements of HWS greenest buildings (geothermal system, solar, insulation, FSC certified products, etc. -this led to another and much larger student project that set sustainable construction standards for all HWS projects), putting together the Eco-Rep Program, the composting program, trayless tuesday and building environmental performance goals. 
[image: image29.jpg]



2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they do? 

· HWS student run Campus Greens heads the effort to raise student awareness about recycling for RecycleMania. Recycling rate has risen from 16% in Fall 2008 to 25% in Spring '11. 

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain. 

· The Colleges own a 108 acre preserve that is maintained by the Biology department. The preserve has over 60 natural and man-made ponds, and hosts a wide diversity of plants and animals. 

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy. 

· The Colleges use low to no-VOC paints, glues and laminates, and all green seal certified cleaning supplies. 

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or ﬁeld-based classes or academic programs? If so, please list and describe up to three. (To nominate a speciﬁc program for greater attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the program coordinator’s contact information.) 

· Yes, between the Colleges active study abroad program – ranked 18th in the nation and is tied to departments (ex. Melbourne Australia is geology based and includes an intensive lab/research focus) and class based outdoor field work (the Colleges sit on the shores of lake Seneca one of the deepest lakes in the United States and are the only undergraduate institution with a research vessel – the 65 foot William Scandling.

· Limnology is the study of lakes from a chemical, biological, physical, and geological perspective. Topics include the thermal structure of lakes, lake optics, dissolved gases, biological nutrients, trace elements, plankton populations, food-chain dynamics, estuaries, and the origin and nature of lake basins. Freshwater and marine systems are contrasted, with Seneca Lake serving as an example of the former. The roles of planktonic life, input from rivers, and thermal stratification on the chemistry of Seneca Lake are explored. Special emphasis is placed on biological nutrient dynamics and environmental concerns. Weekly laboratories and a few weekend day-trips are conducted on Seneca Lake aboard The William Scandling, and selected Finger Lakes aboard the JB Snow.
· Paleoclimatology is the study of climate prior to the period of instrumentation. Understanding how and why climate changes is important for interpreting the geologic record and evaluating contemporary climate change. After an overview of Earth’s modern ocean-atmosphere system and energy balance is presented, dating methods and techniques for reconstructing past climates are discussed. Field and lab projects include working with existing paleoclimate datasets in addition to collecting and interpreting archives of climate change such as tree rings, bog and lake cores, and speleothems from the local area. Note: There are required weekend field trips.
· Environmental Hydrology “All the rivers run into the ocean; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again” (Ecclesiastes 1:7-8). Hydrology is the study of water at or near the surface of the Earth. Modern society’s demand for water from surface and groundwater sources to feed industrial, agricultural, municipal, recreational and other uses typically outstrips the supply, which has become increasingly more scarce due to the environmental degradation of existing water resources by the disposal of wastes. Thus no other discipline in the geological sciences has experienced such an explosion of interest and growth in recent years. This course investigates the physical properties of water, the hydrologic cycle, surface and groundwater processes, water quality issues, and other environmental concerns focusing on the quantitative aspects of hydrology. Project-based laboratories are mostly done in the field and analyzing/modeling data in the lab.
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6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 

· Yes, the Colleges Outdoor Recreation and Adventure Program is very active and funds and schedules outdoor excursions and activities. ORAP maintains its own campus space with a climbing wall and rental equipment ORAP's rental center possesses resources and gear for camping, kayaking, x country skiing, rock climbing, and snow shoeing. All gear and excursions are open to students, faculty and staff. 
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Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued} 

1.  What speciﬁc actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe. 

· The Colleges have taken many steps to improve sustainability since 2010. To name a few:

· Eco-Rep Program – piloted new program with 21 students and one Eco-Rep Coordinator. Placed Eco-Reps at the center of our building environmental assessment, refinement and investment activity using them to communicate performance to building occupants, work with occupants to achieve a higher level of environmental awareness and behavior, read meters on a weekly basis and communicate environmental issues to the office of sustainability and Facilities. 

· Launched our first ever campus wide energy campaign – tied this in with our awareness efforts for Recyclemania

· Launched a bulb exchange for residents – one CFL for one incandescent bulb

· Grew our composting efforts to include all retail operations and trainsitioned our waste stream to accommodate compost in the retail areas.

· Stepped up our Climate and Energy Committee’s emission and energy reduction efforts by extending acceptable payback and including the cost of carbon in their payback analysis.

· Held the first ever, “Our Sustainable City” panel discussion – bringing in representatives from local businesses and organizations (3 mile radius of the Colleges – important to note that the City of Geneva is VERY small and located in a very rural setting in upstate NY). The event was eye opening for the community and students as we have a number of institutions that have adopted serious commitments to environmental sustainability and have achieved amazing environmental successes – led by the Colleges, Zotos International and Red Jacket Orchards. Additional outcomes include increase collaboration between these organizations and the Colleges.
· Kicked-off the first ever Sustainable Foods planning series – assessing student interest in transitioning to more sustainably sourced foods and identifying the student bodies sustainable foods priorities (ongoing)

2.  Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your school that have not already been mentioned: 

· The Colleges have a strong commitment to Service and Service Learning and work closely with the City of Geneva to tap students as a resource to help with projects. To that end, an HWS senior took on an independent study that conducted the City’s first ever Greenhouse Gas Inventory (following the ICLEI Protocol). In addition, another student assessed City owned property’s energy performance using Energy Star’s Portfolio Manager. This work led to the City entering a multi-million dollar performance contract that will SIGNIFICANTLY reduce City operating expenses from energy as well as reduce their environmental impact from energy related ghg emissions. The Colleges will continue to implement the ICLEI program for the City of Geneva, and making plans to do next year’s City GHG Inventory and assist with the City’s Climate Action Planning Process.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation. 
____% Coal �
5 % Wind �
____% Biomass �
�
____% Natural gas �
>1% Solar �
>1 % Geothermal �
�
____% Nuclear �
____% Hydro �
94% NYSEG/Other �
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