
13John Muir Day Study Guide

Fifth Grade

John Muir in the United States

Unit Concept: John Muir, an immigrant to the United States, spoke out about his experiences and his
visions for conservation.

Objective: In several 45- to 50-minute sessions, students review information about events in John

Muir’s life, read some of his quotes, compare their lives to his, and create their own essay

or speech.

Preparation: 1. Make a copy of the page Celebrating Our Lives for each student. Make six copies of the

John Muir Power Quotes and cut them apart to distribute one or two quotes to each

student.

Procedure: 2. Ask the students if they know why John Muir was a famous author and record their

responses. Ask a few volunteers to read the John Muir Power Quotes. Discuss and

record what the students like about John Muir’s writing.

3. Ask each student to choose one Power Quote and complete the page, Celebrating Our

Lives.

4. Ask students to think about a natural place they have been in and to write about it.

They might include a description of the place, the plant life, animal life, and a persua-

sive argument for action to conserve their natural place.

5. Use writing techniques to improve essays or speeches and invite the students to

present their speeches to the class.

Extensions: 6. Hold a contest for the most persuasive speech in John Muir’s style. Invite the

winner(s) to address the student body and the school board on or near John Muir Day.

7. Write and submit letters on neighborhood conservation issues to the local newspaper.

8. Get involved in local efforts to protect and conserve natural areas in the community.
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