
John Muir Study Guide
Science Lesson Plan

Grade One
John Muir on Habitats

Excerpts  from  The Story of My Boyhood and Youth (1913) by John Muir: 

“When I was a boy in Scotland I was fond of everything that was wild, and 

all my life I've been growing fonder and fonder of wild places and wild creatures. 

Fortunately around my native town of Dunbar, by the stormy North Sea, there 

was no lack of wildness, though most of the land lay in smooth cultivation. With 

red-blooded playmates, wild as myself, I loved to wander in the fields to hear the 

birds sing, and along the seashore to gaze and wonder at the shells and seaweed, 

eels and crabs in the pools among the rocks when the tide was low; and best of all 

to watch the waves in awful storms thundering on the black headlands and 

craggy ruins of the old Dunbar Castle when the sea and the sky, the waves and 

the clouds, were mingled together as one.”

“This sudden splash into pure wildness--baptism in Nature's warm heart--

how utterly happy it made us! Nature streaming into us, wooingly teaching her 

wonderful glowing lessons...  Here without knowing it we still were at school; 

every wild lesson a love lesson.  Oh, that glorious Wisconsin wilderness!  Young 

hearts, young leaves, flowers, animals, the winds and the streams and the 

sparkling lake, all wildly, gladly rejoicing together!”

Source:

http://www.sierraclub.org/john_muir_exhibit/writings/the_story_of_my_boyhood_and_youth/
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