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John Muir in Yosemite
By C. A. Harwell, Park Naturalist

Seventy wears ago this month
hn Mulr made his first visit to Yo-
mite. He walked oll the way from
Francizco with a fellow steerage
senger, Chilwell, whom he had
=t on the bheat up from Ponomao.
cgather they made their way to the
alley long before the tralls were
ened that year for tourist troavel.
he two crude hotels of the time in
2 Valley, Huichings and The
wer House, were clesed for the
winter but that did not matter o
Muir; they must make three dollors
apicce last for a month of pure rev-
eling in ngture,  After two weeks in
land around the Valley they took the
trad] to Clark’'s Station at Wawona
and on to the Maripeosa Grove of Big
Treez. Their funds depleted the two
walked out to the foothill Ttanch
couniry to fnd wark., Muir pitched
hay, broke horses and then spent
the foll and winter herding sheep for
"Smeky Jack” Connel near Enelling.

MNext spring he was hired by Pat
Delaney to take o bond of sheep to
high green pastures cround Delaney
Cresk in Tuclumne Meadows., While
o assistant emd twe dogs tended
the tlocks Muir 'climbed the moun-
taing and got their good tidings.

That fall he felt done with sheep.
Rich in money, health and time he
walked again into the mountains in
Movember intending to explore the
Heich Hetchy Valley or perhape the
Kings River eountry. His companion
wos Harry Randall of Rhode Island,
A week's travel brought the two io
Yosemite Valley and to the attention
of ]. M, Hutchings, whe in 1864
bought the Upper Hotel, presmpled
160 acres of land and established
his home and orchards on Yosemite
Cresk., In 1869, he persuaded the
Commissicners a saowmill should be
built to provide needed lumber from
irees recently blown down during
heavy storms. Muir, the invenior,
was engaged lo build and operate
the mill. He was to board with the
Hutching's family, Muir built him-
salt o shoke cobin on the benks of
Yosemite Creck betwesn the mill
ond the Hutching's house end lived
there two veors, while working for
Hutchings.

The mill site is now just o desp
hole in the bank of Yosemite Creek,
though the millrace is still plainly
seent. The Huiching’s house has
been entirely removed but the or
chard still bears good crops of fruit.
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The location of Muir's cabin has not
been definitely determined. A tablet
marking the =pot selected by a
committes was placed by the Cal-
ffornia Conference of Social Work
in 1924, [t does not seem probable
that the three deollar cabin would
have been built so deep In the
woods and with two branches of Yo-
semite Cresk to cross lo reach i
from the mill or house. [ believe |
have locoated the frue spot on the
bonk of the most easterly branch of
the creek, focing an open mecdow.
| showed this find to Dr. W. F. Bade
in 1934, He ogreed this site was
very plausible. Foundation irenches
are pregent: there |3 evidence of o
change in the siream channel 1o
make g portion of it flow under a
comer of the cabin and it tallies with
Muir's sketches,

Painting of Sawmill by Mrs. Hutchings
His contract
cabin taken over by Hutchings, Muir

terminated and his

moved to Black's Hoiel, under
Sentinel Rock, September 1871 to
sarve as care-daker for the winter. 1t
was here he ocbhserved the Inye

earthquake of March 26, 1872, and
the crash of "Eagle Rock” to ihé
Valley flocr.

During the spring and summer of
1872 Muir built a second Yosemie
home under the Royal Arches. This
log cabin he seems to have cocupind
but little after 1874. No vestige of
now remoins.

Muir was a naoturalist by incle
natiion cnd training. He would have
become great had he never wisited
Yosemite, But here he found chal
lenging work that gave his  lile
definile purpose. He was the first 1o
advocate the glacial srosion theory
{or the formation of Yosemite Valley
I. D. Whitney, Stote Geologist o
California, belleved that the botlom
had fallen oul of the Valley and
these clilfs were on foulty crocks
Muir loughed at this belief and said
that “"No bottom ever fell out of any
thing God made.” To support hs
contention he undertook single
honded the tremendous task of care
fully exploring every canyon, ridges
ond peak of this region o determine
underlying couses of origin.

The results of these strenuous
vecrs of exploration added much to
our knowledge of the geclogy of the
region as well as to all phases o
natural history. His published journ-
als, mogazine articles and books re
sulling are distinct contribulions o
lteraturs,

There are, however, larger and
more farreaching resulls of his
labors in Yosemite, Convinced by
experience and observation that the
grazing of sheep and cattle over the
mouniains was ruining ithe natural
cover and that lumbering wos lay-
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waste some of the grandesl
8 on earth he turned militant
pervolionist and preached 'forest
_l by every means ot his com-
4cl. Scon recognized as o champ-
" he became much in demend.
gelers of the time sought him out,
@rson, Stoddard, Le Conte, Agos-
| Asa Gray, Hooker, Runkle, Hob-
Underwood Johnson ond memy
@r= in the field of science, liteca-
8 cnd art beal & path to his door.
bwas compelled to write and lec
Hobert Underwood Johnson, editor
the Century Magozine entered
b o compact with John Mur be-
e o compiire o summer night,
B89, up in Tuclumns Meadows.
pir was to work out boundaries for
grect Yosemite MNational Park of
e filteen hundred sguare miles,
b surround the Yesemite operated
o trust by the Siote, and to write
series of articles for the Century to
hlist public suppart, while Johnson
s to draft o bill. The idea pre-
griled, the kill wos passed by Con-
ress and Ocotebsr 1, 1890 Yosemite
ational Pork was created. Under
e same impetus Seguola and
eneral Gront Notional Porks were
Bt aside and in addition some
2.000,000 oeres of forest reserves
vere  wilhdrown  from  entry  and
fidded to our National Forests.

Muir could not rest. These areas
gseded protection against despoil-
no influences; they needed policies
of monagement. His remaining days
must be committed to the task. With
others he organized the Sierra Club
of Colifornia in 1892 ond served as
iz president until his death in 1514,
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This elub has exerted strong and
helpful influsnce on Yosemite cmd
all MNaticnal and State Parks in Cal-
ifornicr,

In 1803 Wuir received his most
distincuizshed wisitor in  Yozemits.
President Theodore Roosevell de-
gerted his party including Private
Secretary Loeb, Govemnor George C.
Pardes and Benjomin lde Whesler,
at Wawona in order to spend two
days and three nights roughing it
with John Muir, This had hbeen
amanged belore the President left
Washington, Moy 15 they camped
in Maripoaa Grove; Moy 16 they
rode horses by way of Crescent
Lake to Sentinel Dome where thev
camped in a snow storm; Meay 17
they visited Glacter Point then took
the Elevern-mile Trail to the Vallew
and comped {or the night under
Bridalvei]l Foil. Qldtmers here sill
talk oabout the great banguel plan-
ned ot the Sentinel Hotel, the five
hundred dollare worth of fireworks
purchased ond theilr disappointment
that the President preferred o stav
out with  this mountalneer rather
than celebrate with them. Viewed
in the large the President chose well,
Muir knew much thet Bocsevelt en-
joyed discussing with him, but more
important, Muir hod strong  con-
victions on the subject of preserving
unspoiled noture and definite areas
to proposze and definite suggestions
regarding the necessary legislation
involved. In particular he urged the
selting aside of the Grond Canyon of
the Colorado and the Petrified
Forests of Arizona.

Returning te Washington, Presi-
dent Hoossvell launched an aggress-
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ive conservation policy. During the
next
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Yosemite In particular owe much
five years he created five [ohn Muir. The significance of his

Naticnal Parks, sixteen National oiiition is Hamitng Y
Monuments and added [48,000,000
acres to our Matiomal Forest pre-

m

time passes. This year his hundredily

anniversary is being celebraled in

WITH MUIR IN YOSEMITE
Robert Underwood Johnson

Great Nature has her times of dominance

When men seem pigmies and she cries aloud—
"Play ai vour love and lordly circumstance;

You have but little leisure to be proud,
Your life is but o passing hour beguiled

A trivial gome that might amuse a child.

1 am immortal. Every stream that Hows
To gladden sorrow or io lessen pain
Iz but the harvest of perpetual snows
That mock o striving with a cold disdain.
And while your wounding toil in me sesks balm
[ from my heights loock down on you in calm.

But I have been vour friend emd still shall be—
Your playmate, nurse, companion of vour grief;
E'en to the porial of Eternity,
My breast shall give your restlessness relief,
You count yourselves as free—I know vou slaves,
And watch the generations make their graves.”

Theze words | heard above Yosemite,

Camping beneath lorge stars with that rare soul—
Him of the glacier and the mammoth tree,

Who tollowed Nature to her shyest goal,
He heard her solemn message in the night,

Mor ever failed fo read its tune aright.

Yel, knowing many a secret of her keep

He was not overawed by whal he learned:
Moting the flower bloom the glacier creep,

In each a thought of God by him dizscermed.
He found no accident in Nature's plan

But all created for the good of maon,

all our parks cnd monuments.
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Era down hod kissed the level valley floor
He climbed to summiis through the sleeping wood
By the inerromt guide of forest lore,
And found companionship in solitude.
He fsared no beast and by no beast was feared
And none was startled when his shape appeared.

With him [ mounted the high precipice—
Holiway to Heoven It seemed his open book.

Hie hail wos cheer that not o June would miss;
None but the Baptist had so rapt a “'lock.”

Bul tears were in his voice when he deplored
Thet lofty woterdalls no longer roared.

Fer here was hovoo of the weoodland rood
Itz mountain meadows were but barren sod
The innocent Hlocks had murdered with the hoof,
—And mem herd minimized the waork of God.
The wintry snows that fed the summer streams
Too early felt the sun's dissolving beams.

Thare, by the compfire of Tuslumne—
The hour when hearts reveal their inmost hoard —
We planned the reacue that was soon o Be,
Shouting ggain the glory of the Lard.
How did hiz reverent memory rejoice
To hear once more the water's joyiul voleel

And =0 by him, or haply, in his nome,

Were saved a hundred treasures of the wild.
Alas! that one, the Valley of Our Shame,

By man should be dishoncred and defiled,
When becuty wos bedraggaled in the mart

He sousht the wildermess—a broken heart!

In high Sierra should his dust repcss,

For there his spirit lives, great Nature's priest,
In pity not in scom he wept her foes

A crumb of beauty was to him a feast.
He gave her sacroment to all who came

Slght to the blind and vigor to the lame.

Filgrims of mind and heart who humbly come

To worship at this holy shrine of God:
Something there is than all of Nature's sun

More worth, more permonent then peak or sod
Seek ve the gredat of soul? Ye shall not find

A nobler cynosure of humankind.

61



o YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

John

Muir

By Mrs. H. ]. Taylor

April 21, 1938 is the centencry of
John Mulr—conservationist and lover
of nature—who waz borm in Dunbar,
Scotlemd. Through  sericus  honedi-
caps and ssemingly insurmouniable
obsiacles he realized his longing for
an education ond attoinsd greal
heights. As a conservationist he hos
few equals. As an interpreter of nat-
ure he stomds gbove the timberline
and alone. His mognelc pen, in
classic lterature, has begueathed to
the world and to time rare describ-
tions and inferpretations of nature
in her varied mcods cnd forms. His
writing, simple and wholesomse, has
an indescribable chorm and an atl-
mosphere that comes from nature
herself. Through it all runs a philoso-
phy that is contagious and
glving.

At the age of eleven he emigrated
to America with his father, his broth-
er Dovid aged nine, ond his sister
Sarah aged thirteen. Margaret, aged
fifteen, and the three voungsst child-
ren remained In Scotland with the
mother untll @ home in Americo
should be provided for them.

The Muirs ook up land north east
of Lake Mendota at Founiain Lake
not far from Portage, Wisconsin, The
The logs having been preparsd o
little shomty waos built in less than o
dery.  This provided shelter and o
sleeping place untll a maore comiort-
able houss became possible.

Muir's school days begon belore
he was four yveors eld and continued
until be emigrated fo America in
1849, He had three lessons daily in

life

French, Latin, and English. For an,

thing less thom o perlect lesson
vigorous thrashing was at onece al
minigtered. Mulr savs: "With mu
warlike thrashing [ committed th

whole of the French, Latin, ond En
lish grammars to memory.” In ol
dition 1o his work at school his fathe
required him to memorize a fize |
number of Bible versss daily. Mur
says: "When [ was eleven vears o
age | haod committed about thres
fourths of the Old Testament and all
of the New by heart and by scro
flesh. "At that ime the whipping lash
and the hickory stick were much in
uzz both ot home cnd at schocl. Deal
ing the skin to the bruised and blee-
ing stoge moay have securad mach
memaorizing bul it availed Lttle in de
terring yeouths from running away o
roatn the woods and meadows where
birds samg and flowers bloomed. The
buayoney of wouth iz not easily
dounted. Imagination ond dgy
dreams carry far. A thrashing is a
mere pittance to pay for freedom and
glorious adventurs.

In America the unchanging “pro-
gress was hord of work from doy-
break until dark. Muir's school dorys
ended in Scotland but not his educa-
tHon. Out of the night he took a few
hours for reading and {or working on
his inventions. S0 much did the farm
work need him thal [ohn remained o
hotme two vears after he was of age
but the light within him burned ever
brighter and his longing for an sdu-
cation became compelling, With
deep feeling he said good bye to his
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me and family and sel oul for the
dversity of Wisconsin not many
les away. His cssets were littesn
bllars in money, a clear vision of
hat he wanled to do, cond persever-
e and defermination to do it. He
lled on Protessor Sterling, then Act-
President of the University, and
d him thet farm work had been =o
uch cmd so urgent that he had at
ded schoal bul two months in the
relve years he had been in Ameri-
. He also told him that he had read
lghiz. He rehearsed the studiss he
gd token n Scotland. Professor
fterling understood this shy, reticent
oiith emd realized his vearnng {or
n education. In the outumn of 1861
john Mulr was enrolled in the Univer-
of Wisconsin.

His dream of the univers'ty course
e true at last. Four vears of free-
Hom to study, to room the fields and
meadows, to bum the midnight oil at
will—this was jov unbounded. His
jummers weére spent in the horvest
leld earning money lo pay college
sypenses. His physical strength and
Bkill mode it possible for him o
eradle four ceres of graln a day and
o put it into shecks, After four years
ms o special student Jehn Muir left the
university and went forth o study
inoture in rocks and rearing colo-
rocts; in flowering meoadows and
mouniain peaks: in forests where
latately trees bowed to winds ond
Eslorms.

An injury to his eve lessensd his
‘might but not his art of seeing. Alwoys
' keen observer and student he trav-
gled over the earth and loved it all.
The Sierra, “"Mountains of Light”
wers to him o lodestone. Wherever

he wandered they called and he re-
turned with jov io their magnificent
forests, to him the grandest on all the
garth, For eleven vears he hoad gone
into’ the Sierra from his cobin in Ye-
semile refurning when snows and
stormes of winter compelled, It wos on
these wandering that he observed
the destruction wrought by grozing
sheep and lumber logging. A few
briel years were destroying wheal
through many centuries Nature hed
wrought cnd the heart and the brain
of the conservationist were aroused
to cction.

Motebook Sketeh by John Muir

Aebert Underwood Johnson, editor
ot the Century, came intc Yosemite
and wished 1o ses the flowerlng
meadows so graphically described
by Muir in his articles published in
the Century. Muir tock him into the
mountaing and showed him the
waostes  that hod  recently  been
mouniain gardens and the denuded
hillsides and mountain slopes, shom
of their shrubs and stately trees, no
longer able to retain and heold back
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the melting snows ond rains. Sitting
by the comp fire ot Soda Springs in
Tuslimne Meadows these two con-
servationists  talked through the
night of woays and meons to pre
serve for future generations the val-
uss of noture. At Johnson's suggeos-
fion Muir wrole two arlicles to be
published in the Century, the first cn
"Treasures of Yosemite;” the sscond
on "The Proposed Yosemite Naotion-
al Park’ in which he cutlined the
areas to be includsd.

When Muir talked of conservation
the country listened. On reading his
articles i1 was oroused o preserve
and enlarge Yosemite. Underwood
Johnson appeared before the House
Committes; a bill was drofted on the
lines suggested by Mulr and on
Cectober first, 1890, Yosemite Nat-
fonal Park became a reality.

Muir lives increasingly with the
vears. The Sierra Club, of which
Jehn Muir wos president from  its
founding in 1892 unti] he died on
Christmas Eve 1914, has brought joy
and recreation o thousands, They
walk the frails that Muir walked and
the 'hreszes have blown their fresh-
ness inte them.'

The name of Muir can never dis.
The grsat glacier in Alaska is Muir
Glacier, The beautiful forest of Red-
woods given fo our country by Sen-
ctor and Mrs, Kent i Muir Wonads,
In the High Sierra are Muir Traoll,
Muir Hut, ond Muir Pasa, In Yosem-
ite o lamge boulder marks the anot
where stood Muir's cabin, In Wis-
consin |s Muir Lake, On the campus
of the University of Wisconsin is
Muir Knoll, so0 nomed in memory of
one of her greatest sons.

In the hearts of those whose minds
are  guickensd, whose eyes have
lzarnead to ses, whose understemding
iz broadened, Muir will live,
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A BELF-PORTRAIT
Drawing in letter of February 23, 1887
to Miss Janet Douglasy Moores

olohae cMudr

BOOKS BY JOHN MUIR ON SALE
AT YOSEMITE MUSEUM

Our National Parks $3.50
My First Summer in the Slerras £3.50
Stery of My Bovhood and Yeouth £3.00
Sieep Trails £3.00
Stickeen B1.25

A 107 discount is offered members
of the Yosemite Natural History As-
sociotion on book purchasss. Post
age prepaid on California orders
only.
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